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it dls d d d d al VO 01. 
We ready ourselves for a hike with Ranger An- 
thony, who is taking us to Dead Horse Bay. The usual 
activity is seining, where we try to catch small sea crea- 
tures which get put in a big bucket before rejoining 
their ocean home before our departure. The net and 
several waders accompany this bucket in a large cart 
which a few stüdents begrudgingly pull. We hike 
through a marshland area before reaching the bay. The 
tide is high, leaving us little beach to walk along. Half 
way to our seining destination we run out of beach. 
Faced with some serious wading or a trek through the 
reeds we head into the fifteen-foot tall Phragmites stand. 

At this point the kids are challenged by the detour 
and become extremely excited about the bush-whack- 
ing adventure. Several of them trail-blaze‘a way through 
to the seining site, while others enthusiastically struggle 
to push the cart through the tall and sometimes thick 
reed forest. Laughs and smiles are in abundance as we 


claim victory over the obstacle and survive the reed 
Pronecins) detour. Kids start to work together to 


scour the beach for different signs of life and many 
don waders to try seining. We catch nothing but no 
one seems to care. Rain ushers us back to the camp- 


- site, where we eat a communally-prepared dinner. 


It is pouring rain but the students are not com- 
plaining. We are well-fed and there's still a great deal 
of excitement about various activities-to-come, includ- 
ing the night hike and trust walk. We don't let on that 
such events may be canceled 
-due to the weather. Such con- 
ditions worsen as the sky 
opens up to release lightning 
and thunder in the near dis- 
tance. The kids huddle un- 
derneath the campsite enclo- 
sure while I wade across the 
field to the Ecology Village 
building in search of a 
ranger. I find no one and 
realize that the rain has 
turned into small pellets of 
hail. Back at the campsite 
everything is wet. High 
winds have blown the rain 
into the tents, and we are 
all ready to abandon ship. 
There are a lot of young 
faces with “so what do we 
do now?" looks on them. 

Luckily, we are res- 
cued by Ranger Jeff, who 
ferries students to the dry, 
safe building in a large 
passenger van. I get sev- 
eral comments from my 
kids that amount to a jab: 
“good thing that Ranger 
Jeff came to save us Mr. 
Jensen.” Many of our 
campsite traditions have 
been drowned by the 
weather, but Jeff recre- 
ates a campfire with a 
lantern in the middle of 
the dark gymnasium. We sing some of the 
campfire favorites that have thrilled generations of 
campers. A particular gem entitled "Shaving Cream" 
never fails to amuse. It has many verses, all of which 
go something like this: 


A baby fell out of a window, I feared that his dear 
head would split, 

But luck was with him this morning, ‘cause he fell 
in a barrel of shhhaving cream... 


The very possibility that the song might contain the 
word “Shit” has almost every student rolling with laugh- 
ter. 

After the laughter comes fright, as a series of typi- 
cal “Cropsey” ghost stories are told by Jeff. Although 
the stories are not particularly scary, Jeff does have the 
absurd ability to scream very loudly in very abrupt 
bursts. This sets the kids off. They fall into two camps, 
those who begin to cling to each other and those that 
still maintain “this isn't scary.” The two camps finally 
merge as I tell a really corny story about the VASHER, 
a horrible person who calls you on the phone in a hid- 
eous transylvanian voice to tell you that he is several 
miles away, then several blocks, then across the street. 
Anticipation increases as the Vasher asserts his prox- 
imity and intent to arrive soon. 

Ranger Jeff is conspicuously missing as the Vasher 
story progresses. Suddenly, he jumps out of a dark 
corner of the gym with a mannequin in hand. The kids 
lose their minds, giggling uncontrollably in shock- 
fright. Although I didn't know when it was coming, I 
had anticipated this gesture of horror as it is a peren- 
nial trick of Jeff's. One wonders if mannequins are 
issued by the National Park Service. After this great 
scare the humor of the Vasher, who eventually arrives 
at your doorstep to proclaim “I am the Vasher, I come 
to vash your vindows" does little to dispel the overall 
fright effect. 

With the skies cleared we venture outside and the 
students have lost all reserve and cool. They cling to 
each other, laughing the whole time, undeniably freaked 
out. Ranger Jeff leads us on a dark walk through the 
woods. No one is allowed to bring a flashlight, be- 
cause there is more than enough ambient light to see. 
Boys who might otherwise call each other “faggots” 


for any contact with another male now cling to my arm, 


sometimes to the point where I have difficulty in walk- 
ing. On occasion Ranger Jeff lets loose with his pat- 
ented scream, but for the most part our walk is fright- 
free. Still, the students are looking around every cor- 
ner for another mannequin to jump out. 

The initial charge of the fright is beginning to settle 
out; we have been walking through the woods for about 


twenty minutes now. We stop in a small glen of pines - 


where it is very dark. Ranger Jeff instructs the stu- 
dents to look at his face. By now they have lost all 
faith in him and anticipate another scream. Instead, he 
puts something in his mouth and bites down on it. Tiny 
blue sparks come out of his mouth. "How did he do 
that?" is the question that rumbles through the group; 
they find out, as everyone is given a wintogreen life- 
saver to chew on. Suddenly we are all fire-breathing 
demons with exceptionally good breath. 

: My escorts have now let go of me. We walk a 
little further, and again stop in dark clearing. Mr. Arezzo 
leads the group through an amazing demonstration of 
perception. Lighting a candle, he instructs us to cover 
one of our eyes and stare at the light with the other. 
Ten minutes before such a request would have been 
viewed with great mistrust, but by now the kids are 
with us, and comply. After two minutes the candle is 
extinguished and we uncover our eyes. For the next 
five minutes we experience a bizarre split vision. Each 
eye adjusted to differing lights, we get an idea of how 
our eyes change to adapt to the nighttime darkness. The 
group is still surprisingly quiet, but I get the sense that 
amazement has replaced fear as the silencer. 

The final event of our night hike is the trust walk. 
After all of the ghost stories and fear we have been 
walking in a tight group through the woods. We now 
ask the students for trust. I explain that we have spent 
the last day cooperating, working together to survive 
under conditions we are not accustomed to. I suggest 
that under ideal conditions this is the way to survive 
through life, working together with and seeking sup- 
port from members of a community. I then propose 
that even with a supportive community, there are times 
when every person has to face difficulties alone, to walk 
alone, for a short distance or time. I explain that the 


ghost stories are over. I tell the students that I will be - 


walking a short distance down the path and will wait 
for them. The group will wait together in silence with 
Ms. Dougherty and Mr. Arezzo. Their challenge is to 
cover that short distance alone. No one is required to 
make the walk. 

I love that quiet, peaceful stroll in the middle of 
the dark woods alone. I enjoy the companionship of 
friends and family, but every once in awhile I must walk 
alone. I won’t lie to you, I too am scared by things that 
I can’t see; so as I move along a dark path, I see things. 
But I am learning to face the possibilities and prob- 


abilities of risk and adversity in my life, so these fears 


only make my triumph over them more satisfying. I 
did a trust walk just like this on a school camping trip 
when I was thirteen. It took me this long to realize the 
power it gave to me. 

I don’t know if my students will ever feel the em- 
powerment that I do. But they were all extremely proud 
when they made it to the end of that hundred-foot dark 
pathway and found themselves back at our campsite 
with a campfire still lit even after all that rain. All but 
two students chose to make that walk alone, even with 
the mannequin and the Vasher and Cropsey still fresh 
in their memories. Victory? Over s'mores there was 
no need to discuss victory. 


Twice a year I become a serious head-case run- 
ning around to get everything together for our school 
camping trip. Days before the trip I am a bundle of 
nerves. I worry that I have forgotten something really 
important. I worry that it will rain, oblivious to the 
fact that it always rains. For some unknown reason I 
just worry. I spend countless hours in and out of the 
school making sure that every item on an ever-growing 
checklist is obtained. I have to confirm with ten differ- 
ent parties: the bus company, the rangers at the camp- 
site, the school cafeteria, the other teachers that go on 
the trip, among others. I run myself into the ground 
and then all of the sudden we are there. 

Years ago someone had the foresight, inspiration 
and compassion to plant an evergreen forest next to the 
old taxiing runway for Floyd Bennett Field. The his- 
toric old airstrip had been turned over to the National 
Park Service for use as a recreation area, and someone 
realized that this was a perfect spot to take New York 


City kids camping. You are still in Brooklyn as you 
pull in deep breaths of clean air that hints of the nearby 
ocean. Only miles away are a major parkway, the leg- 
endary Coney Island and Brooklyn's largest mall. But 
you wouldn't know it. As soon as we arrive I am treated 
to peace, an enduring peace that remains un-phased by 
rain, hail, and even students who wake up at six in the 
morning. It feels as if you are a hundred miles from 
civilization. And to my students, it is a world away 
from their homes, even if it is only a short bus ride 
away. These are the experiences that a thirteen-year- 
old remembers. This is why I teach. 


five more minutes. Turn off the stove and add 2 cups 
of canned or frozen corn (might want to thaw), 18 black 
olives (chop ‘em up a bit first), and 1/2 cup water. Pour 
into an oiled casserole dish so that its about 3/4 to 1 
inch thick. In a different bowl mix 3/4 cup corn meal, 
1/4 cup flour, 1 tablespoon sweetener, 1 teaspoon bak- 
ing powder, 1/2 teaspoon salt, 1/4 teaspoon baking soda, 
3/4 cup soymilk, and 2 tablespoons oil. Pour this over 
the top of the other stuff in the casserole dish and spread 
evenly. Bake at 350 degrees for about 25 minutes or 
until the cornbread is golden brown. 


citizens ultimately benefit through an increase in jobs, 
rising living standards, and so on. The WTO serves to 
allow the smooth interaction between it's one hundred 
and seventeen member countries whose predictable re- 
lations also enhance order into the international sys- 
tem. The WTO itself is an institution created, manipu- 
lated and wielded by corporations to actively further 
their interests of money, resources and power at the 
expense of a broad range of issues, including the envi- 
ronment and human rights. As we shall see, the WTO 
essentially serves the powerful interests of transnational 
corporations, increasing the concentration of wealth into 
the hands of the few, and furthering the exploitation of 
the poor by the rich. 

Employment of WTO policies by 
transnational corporations capitalizes on poverty, abuses 
low environmental, safety and wage standards, and 


exploits the economies of developing countries and - 


natural resources to suit their own ends and to protect 
their own interests. Phrases employed by powerful 
corporations and states such as "greater efficiency" and 
"rapid development" in terms of free trade are decep- 
tive and dangerous misnomers that misrepresent the true 
exploitative character of such corporations. 

A few months ago on British TV, I was 
watching a documentary about “trade liberalization.” 
The scenario was that the British Government was be- 
ing critiqued for allowing British companies to import 
Malaysian timber for use in household products that 
originated from Malaysian Rainforests. The Rainforests 
were being cleared to supply Western commodities, and 
a number of British politicians traveled to Malaysia to 
foster closer trade relations and to see the results of 
free trade for themselves (deforestation being an “un- 
fortunate" side-affect). I was dismayed that the politi- 
cians did not wish to connect the relation- 
ship between environmental issues and free 
trade policy, displaying open neutrality to- 
wards free trade measures, seeing environ- 
mental considerations as a matters for 
Malaysia's own Government to regulate 
themselves. This example clearly illus- 
trates WTO policy, often expressed by 
politicians that free trade and the envi- 
ronment and separate issues. 

The original GATT agreement 
was created in 1948 to control the flow 
of goods and services throughout the 
world, essentially serving to reduce 
tariffs on manufactured goods among 
EAM member nations. The original idea 
mm of GATT was part of efforts to ex- 
tend the US economic model of high 
volume, standardized production 
and the aggressive expansion of 
markets to the rest of the world, par- 
ticularly to those whose industrial economies 
were in tatters after World War Two. 

GATT, or “free trade" is sold to the public 
under the assumption of rising living standards, more 
consumer choice, and the promotion of the most effi- 
cient use of resources, people, and capital. Based upon 
the assumption that the best route to prosperity lies in 
the unrestricted operation of private firms, free trade 
policies essentially loosens all restraints on 
transnational corporations to behave responsibly and 
to respect social, political and cultural differences of 
lesser developed countries (as for example, the aggres- 
sive expansion of Coca-Cola into places such as Ro- 
mania demonstrates). 

An examination of the current WTO sees a 
club of giant corporations known as “The International 
Chamber of Commerce" that have been one of the most 
constant lobbyists during the round of GATT talks that 
concluded in 1994 with the formation of the WTO. 
Indeed the very internal functioning of the WTO sees 
scientific panels and working groups being staffed and 
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consulted by the world's most powerful transnational 
corporations. For example, the banking section was 
devised by the ex-head of American Express, and 
through the influence of such corporations, the WTO 
has evolved into an entity and decision making body 
that overrules and invalidates existing treaties of mem- 
ber nations, challenging state sovereignty over issues 
clashing with trade. s 

In the global market place we see five hun- 
dred companies controlling seventy per cent of world 
trade, eighty per cent of foreign investment, and thirty 
per cent of world gross domestic product (about $300 
billion a year). Over forty per cent of world trade is 
conducted within transnational corporations, with over 
half of the top five hundred companies generating more 
than half of the greenhouse emissions produced by glo- 
bal industry. The formation of the WTO has taken the 
process of transnational power one step further in a logi- 


cal strategy to further the wealth of the few at the ex- 
pense of the many. The WTO actively discourages at- 
tempts to set regulations or constraints on their activi- 
ties that may prove a barrier to “free trade.” 

Trade liberalization (as opposed to trade 
restriction) is claimed to hold the key to environmental 
problems by “allocating scarce resources more effi- 
ciently and by generating wealth" However growth 
based on the structures of over-consumption and over- 
production can only accelerate a fragile development, 
particularly within the WTO framework, whose un- 
bridled interests served by transnational corporations 
are unlikely to address potential trade obstructions such 
as environmental issues. 

The assumption of free trade resolving glo- 
bal problems is a solid liberal principle echoed by state 
leaders. For example, opening the World Environment 
Day Award Ceremony in 1994, John Major praised free 
trade as "the answer to the world's environment prob- 
lems.” Increasing global prosperity: was an “essential 
precondition to sustainable development.” The forma- 
tion of the WTO according to John Major was “the 
environmental landmark of 1993.” This was later criti- 
cized by an economist stating “There was no evidence 
that economic growth helps the environment—indeed 
experience shows that the opposite is true.” 

The bottom line is that according to GATT/ 
WTO policy, free trade and the environment are two 
entirely separate issues and that environmental issues 
should not interfere with trade. The WTO calls for the 
prohibition of a nation’s ability to enforce environmen- 
tal policies that may inhibit trade or serve as a "techni- 
cal barrier to trade.” Issues such as pollution control 
are seen as a cost rather than a benefit, since no eco- 
nomic value may be credited to policy measures de- 
signed to preserve natural resources and the health of 
the natural environment. 

In 1991, a GATT panel established a prece- 
dent on how to deal with the environmental question. 
It was ruled that the US Marine Mammal Protection 
Act (MMPA) must be repealed since it was a barrier to 
free trade. The MMPA prohibited the import of tuna 
into the US caught in a fashion that may kill dolphins. 
The law was brought to GATT by Mexico who claimed 
they could not compete if they had to obey the MMPA. 
This precedent effectively lowers environmental stan- 
dards by establishing the lowest common denominator 
between member nations in the name of preventing 
"technical barriers to trade." 

The World Trade Organization, the World 
Bank, and prominent economists all oppose environ- 
mental protection through trade measures stating that 
it is the role of the government and not trade to protect 
the environment. However as we have seen, the capac- 
ity of governments to establish and enforce environ- 
mental standards are highly questionable considering 
the undermining WTO role of national sovereignty and 
domestic affairs. 

The principles of “unfair” barriers to free 
trade also encompass broad implications of human 
rights issues. For example, worker's rights remain un- 
der question due to the creation of the WTO. Nations 
with relatively high labor standards may be challenged 
by developing countries with little, or no labor stan- 
dards to establish a common denominator for worker's 
rights, again in the name of reducing potential “barri- 
ers to free trade." 

The push for trade liberalization in the Phil- 
ippines has undermined indigenous people's sustain- 
able agriculture, forestry, and sustainable resource 
management practices, to be replaced by cash crop pro- 
duction. This has also resulted in land degradation, 
with customary ownership of land rights being taken 
by plantations and mining operations. This challenges 
the role of institutions such as the WTO in protecting 
and respecting the community rights of indigenous 
people in the face of competition from powerful cor- 
porations. In an ever increasingly interdependent eco- 
nomic market, many Third World nations have recog- 
nized that membership of the WTO provides them with 
the best guardian for membership within the interna- 
tional arena that is increasingly being determined by 
global market relations serving the interests of 
transnational corporations. 

Present liberal critiques of the WTO ac- 
knowledge that the current employment of economic 
practices needs to be re-evaluated for the eventual es- 
tablishment of a world economy predicted to be many 
times larger than today. Issues such as the environ- 


ment need to be addressed, yet greater 


economic integration is called for with a common ap- 
proach between the issues. However, by diluting the 
issues of concern and attempting to repackage them 
within a tighter multilateral framework, the underlying 
source of problems are actually strengthened, indicat- 


ing a greater threat in the long-run to the issues of con- 


cern that are supposedly being addressed. 

Despite liberal critiques and "alternatives" 
offered to tlie WTO, it would seem clear that you can- 
not transform the framework without first challenging 
the given framework. Present liberal critiques of the 
WTO assume that free trade may be transformed un- 
der a nicer and kinder capitalism. However liberals 
fail to acknowledge that within the WTO framework, 
transnational corporations no longer require, and have 
indeed bridged over liberal democracies to peruse their 
interests and power. With the increasing concentration 
and broadening powers of transnational corporations, 
the very framework needs to be challenged and not pre- 
served. It must be realized that the liberal “alterna- 
tive” that is often presented is based upon the very roots 
and causes of our present system. If we are to get to 
the heart of the issues at stake, we must go beyond criti- 
cizing the WTO and criticize capitalism. 

The proponents of free trade often claim that 
global problems such as the environment or human 
rights will eyentually be eradicated by the supposed 
global wealth created and furthered by the principles 
of the World Trade Organization (also under the as- 
sumption of equal wealth distribution in the world, 
clearly a fallacy in itself). The so-called liberal “alter- 
native” of free trade measures are firmly within the same 
political framework that seeks to strengthen and per- 
petuate market forces in an increasingly interdepen- 
dent economic system, thereby maintaining and serv- 
ing the status quo. 

All the WTO’s one hundred and seventeen 
member states (including all Western nations and most 
developed countries) are signatories to a means of ex- 
ternal policy making. Like the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) the WTO established new 
international laws that can neutralize or override a na- 
tions democratically elected policies, also arming 
transnational corporations with unprecedented politi- 
cal power. Activists must be aware that domestic re- 
form may be overturned by WTO measures if reform 
conflicts with international trade policy. For as long as 
such corporations are essentially controlling and man- 
aging the global market place through institutions such 
as the WTO, NAFTA, the International Monetary Fund, 
and the World Bank, real change seems unlikely (or 
extremely limited). Criticizing, for example, the poli- 
cies of a particular corporation seems ineffective with- 
out criticizing the structure that determines such poli- 
cies. The bottom line for activists must be that by ex- 
amining and understanding the broader framework and 
processes in which issues lay, the greater our ability to 
articülate a challenge for long-term social change. 


Just on a side-note, I’m currently research-, 


ing for a book on the North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment and the Mexican Zapatistas. I m particularly look- 
ing for people from Mexico knowledgeable about free 
trade and the Chiapas uprising to contact me. I can be 
reached at: PO Box 487/Bradford/BD2 4YU/UK. 
Email: r.corbridge 9 bradford.ac.uk. Adios amigos. 
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_ the US is the leading importer. The UK launched 


for us to save a few lives. 

We think of ourselves as an enlightened bunch, but 
now it's time to fucking ACT! "Free Leonard Peltier" 
stickers look good on guitars & may get you cool points, 
but fuck all that if you're not out there doing some thing! 

I give you an option for action... 

As many of you know, I am very active with 
rainforest issues. There are many reasons rainforests 
and forests in general are facing destruction. 

Oil companies love to drill in rainforests. Things 
in the Middle East are a bit uneasy, but we feel we still 
have political & economic control over Latin America 
and Southeast Asia, so drilling there has boomed in the 
past decade. Shell Oil, responsible for the massacre of 
Ken Saro-Wiwa & others in Nigeria, is planning the 
same type of thing in Peru and meeting indigenous re- 
sistance. Could get bloody. Ocddental Oil is drilling 
in Colombia and the native peoples there have declared 
they will commit mass suicide rather than suffer the 
intense cultural degradation, disease, pollution, and 
violence brought by development. Texaco, Total, and 
Unocal are collaborating with the illegal SLORC dic- 
tator ship in Burma to build a huge oil pipeline into 
Thailand. More on Burma later. The list of oil atroci- 
ties continues. 

Cattle ranching and big agriculture are the biggest 
threat to rainforests, but don't let people tell you how 
horrible it is that “those Brazilian Indians are burning 
their forests so they can eat.” They're burning their 
forests so that you can eat luxury items. Next time you 
sit down to breakfast and pour yourself a glass of or- 
ange juice, look at the label. “Oranges from Brazil,” 
more often than not. Cut a banana and put it over your 
cereal and look at the sticker. Costa Rica, Honduras, 
Guatemala. Bet your coffee is from Colombia, Nica- 
ragua, or some other colonized rainforest country. Huge 
tracts of rainforests are cut down for monocultured plan- 
tations. I think we all know a little about rainforest 
beef, but most Americans believe McDonald's & Burger 
King when they say their beef is from the US. Truth is, 
that beef is only stamped “USDA” when it passes 
through Miami. The tragic thing about clearing 
rainforests for intensive agriculture is that it simply 
doesn't work. The soil is horribly infertile, oddly 
enough, and within 4-7 years the rancher must move 
on to another plot. 

Obviously, the trade of rainforest wood is 
another major cause of destruction. Loggers 
are, technically not the biggest destroyers of 
the forests, but indirectly they are. See, the log- 
gers punch the roads through the wilderness, 
leading the way for ranchers, and oil and gold 
explorers. 

Mahogany is perhaps the worst case scenario. 
Latin American Mahogany is quickly becoming 
endangered due to over-exploitation by the US 
and European furniture and casket makers. Ma- 
hogany is also used for boats, millwork, and even 
toilet seats. Because it is so rare, loggers often M. 
invade indigenous or wildlife reserves, sometimes 
killing those who stand in their way. At least eight 
Brazilian tribes have lost members at the hands of 
illegal mahogany loggers. 

Most of the Brazilian exports are illegal, and 


an anti-mahogany campaign several years ago $ 
which has paid off. Their imports are down 
by over 5096 because the word 
is out that mahogany 
is murder. 

We have just 
scored a major vic- 
tory recently, as 
the US and Bo- 
livia have joined 
forces to list ma- 
hogany 858 8 
threatened spe- 
cies through 
CITES, which 
is the interna- 
tional entity 
which gov- 
erns the trade of 
endangered species. I’m 
proud to say that this decision came about 
as a result of a demonstration EarthCulture (the orga- 
nization I co-founded) lead in front of Al Gore’s office. 
Advisors were called into the White House, and just a 
few weeks later, the proposal was made. If the pro- 


posal passes internationally, this will mean only 
sustainably cut mahogany will be available—a gigan- 


- tic victory. But this means we need to turn up the heat 


even more now. 

Teak is another wood endangered in the wild. 
Unlike mahogany, it will grow in plantations, but the 
world's last remaining primary teak forest is in Burma. 
The military junta, SLORC, is cutting down the teak 
forest as quickly as possible to create fast cash. Inter- 
national-pressure against SLORC has let them know 
they probably won't be in power much longer, so they 
are grasping at straws and taking the last of the wild 
teak with them. 

In both these cases, we are dealing with environ- 
mental degradation, loss of species, and human rights 
abuses. The Brazilian government has recently placed 
8 moratorium on new mahogany concessions, making 
itillegal to cut previously unlogged stands of mahogany, 
regardless of where they are. In Burma, the brutal dic- 
tatorship is cutting like there's no tomorrow. There 
may not be for them, or for teak. 


In each case, it's the American thirst for luxury . 


furniture items that fuels the destruction. If we don't 
buy it, it won't be cut. Though Brazil has acted to stop 
mahogany endangerment, if the market is there, US 
companies can buy as much as they want. I implore 
you to act in defense of the forests and their peoples 
and join with us in a rainforest woods boycott. 

People do listen. Hell, we got the Vice President 
of the United States to act on this and the British Par- 
liament is talking it over as well. It's time to for the 
punks to take action. We can certainly show you how 
and help you out. We need people to do demonstra- 
tions outside furniture stores, put on benefit shows, put 
out benefit records, pass out information— whatever. 
Just do something! 

Please contact us: EarthCulture/POB 4674/Greens-- 
boro, NC 27404/USA  phone(910) 854-2957 


sadness for the spider. 
It is about to die. Life 
is so fragile. I am 
responsible for killing 
this spider. I could 
easily have let it live. 
But without thought 
I simply splash water 
on it and watch with 
a cold heart as it 
sinks into the drain. 
Life is cheap. Death 
is but a moment away. We are all tottering 
on a fall, just like this spider. 

I've been thinking a lot about life and death. 
Growing up I always thought that commitment and 
responsibility were devastating aspects of life. 1 always 
said I would never get married, that I didn't want to 
have kids, that I liked being free and independent. Punk 
has always had this element of independence to it that 
has cast a negative light on the permanent features of 
life. When punks get long term jobs, or get married, or 
have kids they always have this need to explain 
themselves, this need to defend themselves. 

I will be thirty years old in eighty-one days. 
Iam an adult. I still like to think of myself as a kid, but 
I'm not a kid. l'm a man, and I'm moving on middle 
age faster than I care to admit. I have some gray hair 
now, and I’m certainly different physically then I was 
when I was twenty. Mentally I don't feel that different, 
but I know I have changed a lot. Much of the idealism 
and hope that fueled my angry ways as a teenager has 
turned into bitterness and despair. 1 am cynical and my 
idealism is decayed and rotten. 

I find a need to find some way to continue 
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the ageing process without giving up on punk rock and 
the hardcore life-style that I have tried to maintain for 
the last fifteen years. I see a lot of people going through 
the same things. In the last issue of HaC Kevin Doss 
writes about having a baby with his partner Jodi, Nate 
Wilson writes about turning thirty, and Dwayn Dixon 


writes about movement and roots. I have read about - 


Chris Jenson’s marriage, and at times Chris’ columns 
about teaching have a hint of defensiveness in them; as 
if he needs to justify the fact that he is a teacher to the 
punk world. There are many of us out there trying to 
make sense of this. 

I guess when I was eighteen that this need 
for freedom and independence was necessary. It felt 
good. But as I get older I see the gaping flaws in that 
life-style. I don’t want to travel, or wander the planet. 
I prefer long term friendships, and relationships. I 
have no problem with commitment, and responsibility. 
In fact I think those things give my life some sort of 
vague meaning. We as a community are getting older. 
True, as most of us get older we drop out of the "scene" 
and move on to the other world. But those of us that 
remain need to think very seriously about what it means 
to be an adult punk. 

When we look at adult life as kids we tend 
to see everything as equally corrupt and distasteful. But 
I think some of those aspects that we fear are actually 
pretty necessary for life to be good. I think that if you 
can find a permanent job that makes you happy and 
feels worth your time then you are doing really well. It 
isn’t always going to be great. It will be hard, and 
sometimes it will suck, but if you are proud of what 
you do then you have something special. Both Chris 
and Dan Gatewood are proud of being teachers, and 
that comes through in their writing. They are more 
punk than all of you that are still working part time 
jobs at Kinko’s, 7-11 or K-mart. They have taken the 
road less travelled and have tried to find some way to 
understand themselves as both punks and adults. That 
takes a lot of courage. 


The same can be said for any of you that 


have decided to have kids or that have gotten married. 
I was awe struck reading Kevin's column in the last 
issue. I mean, fuck, Kevin and Jodi are really trying to 
do something. That is real. And to bring those 
experiences into the punk realm is invaluable. How 
many of us understand what it is like to father a child 
or to give birth? And how many of us are willing to 
admit to wanting to do either? When my mother gave 
birth to me she was eighteen. I am twelve years older 
than she was and I still have a hard time imagining 
what that must have been like. Imagining what it would 
be like to have a twelve year old daughter or son. Blows 
my mind. 

I grew up as an only child. My old man 
split when I was three or four years old. I have only 


talked to him once since then. It was a little after my ` 


eighteenth birthday. He asked me to visit him, and I 
said, “No thanks, stranger. My mother has been 
married three times, and has had many boyfriends. The 
second marriage lasted less than a year. She could easily 
live alone. She has the strength and the power. But the 
truth is that she is much happier now that she is involved 
in a relationship that works. The third marriage has 
lasted for over fourteen years and I think it is a ‘till 
death do us part relationship at this point. It was easy 
to scoff at that when I was eighteen, but now I have to 
wonder why I was so sure I didn't want that for myself. 

Seeing my Mom's life and having no real 
connection to my father has had a lot of impact on my 
own life. She worked full time and I was left alone a 
lot, which explains why I ended up as a loner. But she 
also has the capability to be a loner. We are very similar. 
But I can see that she is. happy being involved in a long 
term relationship, and when my half-brother was born 
thirteen years ago she was still glad to have the 
responsibility of raising two children, though she 
worked and my step dad took care of my half-brother. 
I was in a long term relationship for a long time, but I 
didn’t realize how special it was until it was over. If I 
had been smart I would have gotten married when I 
had the chance. Crazy, ain’tit!?! Hard to admit that to 
myself, let alone put it in writing. 

I believe in lifetime roots. I wasn’t born in 
Isla Vista/Goleta. I was born in Quincy, California. 
But I grew up in Twin Falls, Idaho and moved to Isla 
Vista to attend college. In September I will have lived 
in Isla Vista/Goleta for eleven years. That is longer 
than I will have lived anywhere else. Sometimes people 


ask me why I stay here. So many people come and go. 


Constantly moving. Well this is my home. It isn’t 
perfect, but I live here. Every year I find a new reason 
to belong here. Just this year I started surfing for 
example. I can honestly say that I hope that I 
will die here. I have no intention of 
ever leaving. I would like my roots 
to be as deep as they can possibly be. 
Tied to the earth. I know that sounds 
sort of spiritual and a bit daffy. But 
I am proud of the fact that I have If 
lived here for so long. I am not ፳= 
afraid. This is my home. 
Realizing all of this 
took a lot of time. A lot of 
thinking. Some of that time was 
good and some of it was quite 
painful. Alienation and loneliness 
eat at my insides more often than not, but that is 
the curse of a loner. You learn to internalize those 
feelings and in a way you feed on them. ል lot of my 
strength and energy is driven by these vast pools of 
darkness. I am trying to accept the fact that I am an 
adult. Trying to make sense of it, and to understand 
how that relates to being hardcore. I am still learning, 
and developing my perspective. 
I guess that what I am trying to say is that 
the world looked a lot different from those fifteen year 
old eyes than it does fifteen years later. It is all just 
perspective. I'm not saying I was wrong then, or that I 
am right now. Only that it looks different. Too often 
we are embarrassed or ashamed to admit that we àre 
changing as we get older. And I for one am glad that 
some of these issues are being discussed. Life is pretty 
serious. It is easy to look at it day to day, but there are 
some really massive decisions that have to be faced 
some day. There is no getting around it. Growing old 
and staying punk doesn't have to be this horrible ordeal. 
At least I don't think it has to be. 
In the last fifteen years I have been told time 
and time again that hardcore is just this phase, and I'll 
get over it sooner or later. Well, I denied it back then, 
and I still deny it now. But hardcore as defined by my 
fifteen year old view of the world, and hardcore as 
defined by my thirty year old view is quite different. I 
have seen so much. Done so much. I am an adult punk 
now. And that does make me different. I can deny that 
age makes any difference, but ui it makes a lot 
of difference. 
I have made long term commitments, dug 
myself in deep with long roots. I am a lot different 
than I was at fifteen, and I am a lot different than most 
punks who are still going to school and trying to figure 
out what they want to do with their lives. Which isn’t 
to say that I know what I want to do with my life, but 
only that I have passed through that stage of life. 
. What does all this mean? I have no idea. I 
just felt a need to write about this process. I don’t fully 
understand it. I don’t think any of us do. I am just glad 
that I am not alone. It is important that we come to 
terms with our adulthood without just abandoning 
hardcore as most seem to do. 
Punk is a lot more than buying records and 
being in a band. Punk is everything about life-style. It 
is everything about trying to find a way to rectify your 
ideology with real world needs. Kids, marriage, jobs, 
life... hardcore for the hardcore. Not some passing fad. 
Buta life-style. For the kids? Fuck that. For the adults. 
— Kent 


...Closing arguments - 


As a side note, I've been hearing a lot of rumors lately 
about what I'm up to. It reminds me of why I am glad 
to live here in this small town. The people I know here ' 
aren't concerned with the "scene" gossip. They are 
just people. It is nice to live with people rather than 
with icons and personalities. And it is nice to be treated 
as a person as well. The rumors are all true, by the 
way. They always are, aren't they? 


..Passing fads 


Punk rock isn't about deadlines and release dates. This 
isn't a mechanism or a gear. These pages are parts of ` 
people's lives, and my life as well. Life isn't always so 
smooth, and sometimes the movement comes to a 
crashing halt. The customer isn't always right, I don't 
live to serve, I don't make it your way, and sometimes 
I just don't feel like smiling. Imperfection is part of 
the package. Hardcore is about life. And life is ugly. 


ABLAZE - 7” 

The muddiness of this recording is unfortunate. You get the impression 
of a ferocious non-metallic whirlwind of hardcore fury. The guitars rip 
through the songs while the drummer flails at stick breaking speed. The 
singer dispenses with words entirely and lets loose with five songs of 
primal scream therapy. Sadly the drums and low end are severely muffled. 
If they were clear I suspect this 7” would roar with four horseman inten- 
sity. Package includes no information beyond song titles so I assumed 
this was pressed at 45rpm. If that assumption was er- 


roneous this would be a much less in- 
i teresting record. SJS (Dropout Re- 


cordings/Rene Heiduk/Gr. Diesdorfer Str. 64/391 10 Magdeburg/Germany) 


AINA * Sevens CD : 

12 tracks @ 50:47. A CD compilation of 7" tracks and unreleased stuff 
from this Barcelona four piece. The music is mid tempo melodic punk 
rock not unlike recent Superchunk. They got a decent mix on most songs 
that brings out the driving force of the bass guitar. The band have their 
sound down tight, they build a strong driving rhythm foundation and pile 
thick guitar melodies and chunky crunchy sparse interludes on top, The 
gently hoarse vocals are located within the guitars. It's all about falling 
forwards with grace and kicking up as much dust as possible in the pro- 
cess. SJS (B-Core Disc/Apt. Co. 35221/08080 Barcelona/Spain) 


AMITY - 10” 

6 songs from a Czech Republic band. The music is a tried and true mix 
of metallic guitar riffing, nifty tempo changes, sharply delivered vocals 
with gang harmonies on the choruses and the occasional “step into the 
spotlight" guitar solo. Introspective and poetic lyrics, including a decent 
version of the Icarus myth fill out this record. SJS (Minority Records/ 
Dan Dudarec/Biskupcova 34/13000 Praha 3/Czech Republic) 


ATIVIN : Pills Versus Planes CD 
5 tracks @ 23:49. A trio of two guitars and drums from the midwest. 
They are working in the highly structured guitar dynamics school of rock 
composition founded by Bitch Magnet and Slint. There is nothing fresh 
or surprising on this CD, in fact one track is a direct rip from Spiderland. 
They really should drop the vocals entirely and have their drummer learn 
to play something other than other people's records. This is a clinical 
simulation of music originally made by the two bands previously men- 
tioned. SJS (Polyvinyl/PO Box 1885/Danville, IL 61834) 


BAD NEWS : Arrow CD 

4 song CD EP - 12:18 minutes. Commer- 
cial pop punk/alterna rock which 
provides no surprises. 
No lyrics so it's true 
level on the ge- 
neric scale can't be 
calculated but the 
peppy vocal deliv- 
ery, the ska tune, the 
big riffs for punctua- 
tion and the tag font 
on the cover give it all 
away. SJS- (no ad- 
dress) 


BDI » Ahora O Nunca 
CD 


14 songs @ 38:48. A band 
from Argentina that sounds 
exactly like Bad Religion. 
This CD is like any one of 
the recent Bad Religion re- 
leases translated into Spanish. 
If intellectual property rights 
were internationally recognized 
the gang at Epitaph could sue 
the facial hair and flannel off 
BDI for copyright infringement 
ably gain some Argentine market share. Oh yeah, they 
include a bonus track—a ballad that sounds just like... that’s right, 
Metallica. SJS (Pinhead Records/San Lorenzo 2408/CP/2000 Rosario/ 
Santa Fe/Argentina) 


BERT - Quiet Positive Pump CD 

23 songs @ 41:24. Apparently the most promising band from the Chicken 
Ranch compilation. This seems to be a collection of tracks recorded 
during 1994 and 95. They play that brand of fast, repetitive, bass driven 
punk rock that requires experienced musicians playing tight, plus an over 
the top vocalist. The best thing to be said about these songs is that they 
are short. The playing is so mechanical and the vocals have a by rote 
menacing quality that just ends up making lifeless and dry music. SJS 
(Chicken Ranch Records/PO Box 151922/Austin, TX 78715) 


BLASTER THE ROCKETBOY : s.&.EET.V. CD 

16 tracks + live set @ 71:21. This band attempts to recreate the sound of 
the Dead Kennedys. It is close with snotty, sarcastic vocals and a similar 
guitar sound but they have a difficult time building any energy. The seri- 
ous sci-fi fixation almost overshadows their true message, which is the 
living word of God. The appropriation of the early punk language to 
those ends is quite surreal. The booklet includes a long quote from Greg 
Ginn about challenging an audience with something fresh followed by 
an even longer bunch of quotes from the bible, apparently assuming that 
Jesus Christ is something new to anyone listening. The April Fools Day 
signal is flashing for me, yet this could plausibly be the result of naive 
kids fed useful bits of punk history by someone looking to make a Chris- 
tian punk beach head. There is room for everyone down in the Under- 
ground. SJS (Boot To Head/PO Box 9005/Portland, OR 97207) 


BOOT DOWN THE DOOR: 7” 

Six tracks of loud and fast hardcore punk with some rock tendencies. 
Straight ahead buzzsaw guitar and 1-2-3-4 rhythm section. They slow 
down occassionally but the songs have few other changes and don’t re- 
ally stick around too long. Basic, hoarse shouted vocals sing lyrics with 
an unhappy view of propaganda, exploitation, the scene, etc... Not very 


distinctive. SJS (Sacro Egoismo Records/ 
si: Felberstrasse 20/12-A-1150/Vienna/Austria) 
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CHRISTDRIVER : Everything Burns CD- 
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COMIN’ CORRECT - Knowledge Is Power CD 
7 tracks @ 15:24. Rick of 25 Ta Life and some members from Krutch get 
together for seven tracks of DIY ‘til death east coast hardcore punk. Lots 
of talk about unity, breaking down barriers, respect and staying true to da 
scene. There is no violence but plenty of street tough attitude. Unfortu- 
nately the music is weak. Two guitars are credited but are barely within 
hearing range and the rhythm section plays a generic skipping beat that 
serves only to buoy the singer’s rapping delivery. The support the scene 
platitudes are the only reason for this CDs existence, it’s 


painfully obvious no effort was put into making songs to 
go with the words. SJS (Back Ta Basics/79 Third Ave. 


2nd floor/Paterson, NJ 07514) 
KRISTYN COOLMAN : Triple Simple 7" 


3 songs. Woman with electric guitar playing and singing about some 
fairly non-descript personal stuff. True to the title this is simple music of 
the singer/songwriter variety, though this may be closer to a poetry read- 
ing with guitar accompaniment. The music seems incidental to the words. 
SJS (Sappho Records/Kristyn Coolman/323 Broadway Ave. E./Box 
#1209/Seattle, WA 98102) 


CAUSE & EFFECT : 7" 

Four speedy political punk tunes from France. Buzzsaw guitar and as 
fast as possible rhythm section plus multiple vocals carry a melody through 
the uproar. The music has an upbeat bouncy feeling though words cover 
issues like abortion rights and male aggression. It's over before you know 
it and then you realize, all the songs sounded the same. SJS (Panx/BP 
5058/31033 Toulouse Cedex/France) 


CRANK - Earthquake 7" 

Fairly dull and dragging slow rock that suffers from a muddy recording 
that drains any energy the band might have mustered. The second side 
begins slower and quieter with a near jangle guitar sound but then breaks 
into a louder part as one would expect. Introspective and somewhat ner- 
vous rock music that attempts to use dynamic shifts but doesn’t really 
succeed. SJS (Revolution Inside/LeSabot/Breitestrasse 76/53111 Bonn/ 
Germany) 


CYCLE : Rollercoaster CD 

8 song CD - 27:47 minutes, Bland medium tempo rock that has lots of 

dark and introverted lyrics, some fast parts, some spoken word parts and 

a vocalist who sounds way to much like Ozzi to merit his prominent 

location in the mix. The CD ends with a painful listen to prank phone 

a SJS (Second Nature Records/PO Box 11543/Kansas City, MO 
138) 7 . 


CHILDREN OF BARREN WASTELAND : 7" 

A ferocious buzzsaw punk attack backs up the pissed off and proud of it 
vocals from Whisper. The lyrics take aim on objectification of women 
and consumerist waste and greed. The overall mood of the record is not 
as post apocalyptic as their name might imply. Two of the songs are 
celebrations - one of dangerous women, the other of spiritual growth 
Those themes recur in the other songs as well giving this record a rather 
sunny disposition. SJS (Profane Existence/PO Box 8722/Minneapolis, 
MN 55408) 


CREAM ABDUL BABAR : The Backwater Of... CD 

15 tracks at 60:12 minutes. A low tuned crunchy guitar drone dominates 
these basically straightforward rock tunes. Cream... have a drummer who 
keeps the songs moving along at a speedy pace. Their sound is similiar 
to a buzzsaw punk band but with enough stop/start quirkiness to avoid 
monotony and they use some heavy distortion and feedback throughout 
to construct a thick noisy hum. The vocals are harsh and hoarse shout- 
ing. Few lyrics are intelligible and minimal packaging is not helpful. 
SJS (AAJ Records/1350 Mahan Drive #4 Ste. 203/Tallahassee, FL 32304) 


DARKEST HOUR : The Misanthrope CD 

6 tracks at 29:22 minutes. Slow and sullen metallic hardcore. They go 
for heavy with a big distorted guitar sound and grinding low end from the 
bass, Sadly the drums are poorly mixed adding only mushy background 
thumps. Of course the vocals are too loud. You would think that with all 
the guitar/bass noise in these songs the singer would have to struggle to 
be heard but he just grumbles at the top of the mix. The lyrics complain 
about the miseries of being alive in an unforgiving world. SJS (Death 
Truck Records/PO Box 10611/Burke, VA 22009) 


DEVOID OF FAITH : 7” 

Four tracks recorded in January 1994. Devoid Of Faith play thick, throb- 
bing old school hardcore. They have a heavy duty bass sound on this 
record that chugs along with a walloping roar. Twin guitars build a swell 
wall of noise that rushes along as fast as the drummer can push it. An 
excellent voice that fits the music and does not dominate tops off this 
very good, very rocking release. SJS (Dysgusher/2 Bloor Street West, 
Suite 100/Box 477/Toronto, ON/M4W 3E2/Canada) 


DILLINGER FOUR : The Kids Are All Dead 7" 

An energetic, snotty and fun melodic hardcore band that pull no punches 
on this record. The music is raw, the guitars are noisy, the tunes are 
strong and the vocal harmonies sound good. They sing about shit-talk- 
ers, politics and hypocrites and from the insert they seem to be down for 
the DIY cause. It's nice to find a band that plays this'sort of music from 
a punk point of view rather than with pop music intent. With their rough 
edges intact you would not be inclined to call the Dillinger Four sweet. 
SJS (Cerebellum Records/PO Box 40308/St. Paul, MN 55104) 


DROWNING ROOM : The Divinity Syndrome 7" 


. Four tracks of slow and grinding hardcore. The music is mostly low end 


rumble that has very little variation within it’s simple repetitive song struc- 
tures. The growled vocals fit the music reasonably well but their coun- 
terpart clean vocals seem out of place. Well intentioned lyrics touch on 
objectification of women, rape and lost friendships. SJS (Trip Machine 
Labs/PO Box 36/New York City, NY 10956) 


DAHMER 9 Trax 7” 


Ferocious thrash attack, mostly noisy guitar drone with as fast as pos- ' 


sible drumming. A nice combination of vocal stylings distinguishes this 
7”, From the gargle with acid shout to the wurm of satan's gut growl. 
The lyrics show this band is rather taken with serial killers, big surprise 
there. Growl and grind thrash. SJS (SpinelessiO Box 524/Stn. C/ 
Montreal, PQ/H21 4K4/Canada) 


“3 


DAS KRIMINAL : 7" 

Four songs of sludgy grinding angst fueled punk from Savannah, GA. 
Guttural vocals sing about oppression, religion, pollution... etc. with and 
future attitude. These folks get the message across with the simple ap- 
proach, noisy guitar, sloppy pounding drums and bass bounce. SJS (Goat 
Lord Records/PO Box 14230/Atlanta, GA 30324) 


DELTA HAYMAN : CD 

3 song CD EP - 10:27 minutes. Drum and guitar/vocals duo attempting 
some dreamy pop tunes that come off as totally slick and not at all capti- 
vating. Music mired in it's earnest desire to be charming. The singer's 
nasal whine is far to annoying to listen to. SJS (Tooth and Nail Records/ 
PO Box 12698/Seattle, WA 98111) 


DISCORDANCE AXIS : Necropolitan 7" 

Discordance Axis play ferocious thrash hardcore. A total blur of scream- 
ing brutalized instruments and vocals. On this record they are joined by 
Masami Akita aka Merzbow for four tracks of thrashing nóise thrash and 
one track of ping and clank grind. Sheets of white noise and distorted 
radio signals cut through the rushing music as Masami processes and 
erodes the songs into layers of rubble which conglomerate to produce a 
new thing. The last track features a nice bit of electronic chirping, like 
listening to thrash while playing Pong. SJS Another brilliant record 
from (H:G Fact Records/401 Hongo-M/2-36-2 Yayoi-cho Nakano/To- 
kyo 164/Japan) 


ENVY : Breathing And Dying In This Place CD 

9 tracks @15:56, An emotional hardcore band from Japan. Some tracks 
shift from very fast thrashing to slower melodic parts, Some tracks are 
slower and melodic throughout. On those tracks the guitar is a wall of 
sound. The drummer has some good fills and is more than a timekeeper, 
Vocals are strained and hoarse. The words are about anger, love, frustra- 
tion and pain. SJS (H:G Fact Records/401 Hongo-M/2-36-2 Yayoi-cho 
Nakano/Tokyo 164/Japan) 


END IN SIGHT : Obiter Dictum 7” 

Four plodding rock songs that make some use of E SIPER guitar riffage 
but mostly stumble along. The songs feel as though-the band members 
are uncomfortable playing together and the music just won’t come to- 
gether. Vocals range from a growl to a yowl. SJS (Grey Days Records/ 
Tuomo Mientinen/Mannerheimtie 8245/Fin 00250 Helsinki/Finland) 


FALLOUT : Louder Than Words 10" 

Australian political thrash that tears at the walls our society maintains 
between it's diverse peoples and between individuals and their inner selves. 
An excellent book lays out the words over several photo collages and it 
shows considerable thought and intelligence in the songs. Of course that 
would be misplaced if the music was not worthy. Fortunately Fallout 
have found a healthy balance between their words and their sound. They 
roar. A tight, full speed ahead hardcore attack with decent playing and 
strong singing all around. The song “United We Stand" becomes their 
anthem of resistance. SJS Se ንተ Objective/PO Box 126 Oaklands Park/ 
South Australia 5046/Austra 


FIGURE EIGHT : 7" t 

Straight ahead punk rock. Short fast songs with harmony backup vocals 
and lyrics that seem lifted form the punk rock song book. Fig. 8 are good 
at what they do on this record but it is basic, middle of the road stuff. SJS 
M. ን Gun Records/4760 Blue Mountain Drive/Yorba Linda, CA 


FROM HEAD TO TOE:cp 

6 tracks at 20:39 minutes. Guitar based medium tempo rock. Female 
vocals meander through the songs to good effect. The tunes are fairly 
simple melodies played straight forward with little development. The 
guitar dominates the sparse sound. SJS (B-Core Disc/Apt Correus 35.221/ 
08080 Barcelona/Spain) 


FEAR OF GOD : Pneumatic Slaughter 7" 

11 songs. German reissue of 1988 recordings. This is a thrash attack 
apparently recorded live. Short bursts of feedback guitar whine, noise 
bass roar, drum kit shatter and of course choking on vomit vocals. Shitty 
ehe loe to the charm of the mayhem and angst. SJS (Anomie 
Records/Ulrich Glotzbach/Cheruskerstr. 3/44793 Bochum/Germany) 


FLOORING DAPHNE «cp 

11 song CD - 47:19 minutes, Poorly recorded and poorly mixed. Why is 
the high hat the loudest sound and does the drummer really want his kit 
to sound like Tupperware? Lethargic sub metal with pointless tempo 
changes and breaks which build no tension or anticipation, the music just 
plods along. Thankfully, the vocals are buried, SJS (Rising Sun Records/ 
8 Otis St./Luneberg, MA 01462) 


FOUR ROSE SOCIETY : Blueprints To Destroy.. CD 
18 tracks @ 49:21. 12 brand new tracks from this Louisville band plus 5 
songs from 1995 and a bonus track of covers tunes, Emotional Hardcore 
por played at top speed. The music is straight ahead non-metallic 
ardcore with enough subtleties in tempo and composition to really make 
an intriguing record. The guys have been playing together long enough 
that you can hear their own sound beginning to develop, particularly when 
the newer songs are compared with the much less distinctive early tracks. 
The new tracks have an especially successful juxtaposition of vocals and 
guitar sound. The singer does not overpower, he competes with the mu- 
sic and sings with the rhythm. Plus his voice is not a scream and not a 
hoarse shout, it is a bit like Alec MacKaye and that is a fine place to be. 
Nice alchemical/astronomical packaging and brief song ማመ" make 
uj e 2) SJS (Whitehouse Records/PO Box 906183/Louisville, 


FUNERAL ORATION BelieverCD > 

14 songs @ 26:24. A Dutch band that sounds like California happy 
hardcore circa 1992, Lots of sing song melodies and back-up vocals 
with as fast as possible bouncy buzzsaw riffing music, Words about get- 
ting old, wanting to be happy and how easy things used to be. Well done 
but so familiar. SJS Hopeless Records/PO Box 7495/Van Nuys, CA 
91409) 


GIRL PLUNGE. Imaginary. Creatures CD 

6 tracks @ 35:28. Spoken word pieces and sparse dark music crea 
with violin, cello, dulcimer and occasional percussion. The wojds are 
narrative poetry often concerned with class and race and uncoyefi 

ways which those issues are worked against one another to ki 

working class whites isolated from the similar concerns of people of color. 
Other tracks work through a mother's death and the joyé of feing a les- 
bian. The delivery is honest and direct—like an angfy discussion, and 
ic is not just a back- 
and pitch. An insert 


avoids the pretense of dramatic vocalizing. The 
ground but is well integrated with the vocal pat 
sheet adds much more information to the recorgéd pieces. SJS (Bloodlink 
Records/PO Box 7414/Philadelphia, PA 19401) 


GRAPEFRUIT : Dorkabilly Stew CD 

22 song CD - 43:40 minutes. Inoffensive highly polished garage rock 
with a thing for Elvis in Hawaii flicks which is explained by their Oahu 
origination. Lots of short speedy tunes that get the rockin' and rollin' job 
done with a dose of humor. SJS (Second Guess Records/PO Box 9382/ 
Reno, NV 89507) 


GOMNUPERS : Angler CD 

9 tracks at 19:14 minutes. Fast and metallic grinding hardcore from this 
Japanese trio. The music is very repetitious within each track, which 
quickly becomes monotonous. The songs are basically one guitar riff 
and a simple rhythm - fast or faster. The vocals are a hoarse monotone 
disconnected from the rest of the band's sound. SJS (Straight Up Records/ 
owa Bldg. 2F 52W1/Cho-ouku Sapporo/Japan 064) 


GAUZE 7" 

This is godhead Japanese thrash. Unbelievably tight playing at lightning 
speed. Gauze slam the shit out of these six tunes like a Motorhead LP 
played at 45rpm. Listen to the bass thunder and the crushing guitar leads. 
The drummer is nothing short of heroic and the singer chews his way up 
through the molten core of the songs to claim his sonic space. A cata- 
clysmic recording. Thrash Til Death indeed! SJS (Prank/PO Box 410892/ 
San Francisco, CA 94141) 


THE GEEZERS : Prounced (The. Geezers) CD 

16 tracks @ 31:16, A good humored rip it up punk band from Chicago. 
This CD apparently contains some previously released tunes and some 
new stuff. Decline of Western Civilization school angry punks making 
acute social observations: “Yuppie In A Cherokee,” “Manchester (We 
Hate You)" and “Boss's Son" with blunt words and blunt music. These 
songs are well recorded, the singer has a voice well suited for the music 
and the song "Whatever Happened To Claudine Longet” is brilliant. Solid 
example of neo-pre post punk. The booklet is a dictionary of words im- 
portant to the Geezers and a fun bonus. SJS (Underdog Records/2252 
N. Ellston Ave. 2nd floor/Chicago, IL 60614) 


GHIDRAH : invincible CD 

22 tracks @ 31:12. invincible on hardcore punk fom Hamilton, New Zealand. 
22 tracks of short, chaotic, screaming as fast as possible thrashing. There 
are lots of funny samples between some tracks and the guys occasionally 
break out some other instruments besides guitar, bass and drums to nice 
effect. The songs were mostly recorded by the band on 8 tracks in vari- 
ous houses and they have Ga eg a good full sound. I bet this band is a 
fun time live. No words included. SJS (Kafuey/PO Box 5138/Wellesly 
St./Auckland/New Zealand) 


GUTS PIE EARSHOT : 10” 

Five tracks of rhythmic punk from this German band. The songs are 
mostly bass and drums with some guitar noise and keyboard noise to fill 
out the sound, It’s not a sparse sound though, the bass and drums are 
busy with fills and runs. The last track is a long and danceable anthem 
not far from Flux of Pink Indians territory. Very little information is 
provided on the sleeve. SJS (Revolution Inside/LeSabot/Breite Strasse 
76/53111 Bonn/Germany) 


GUTS PIE EARSHOT ፡ Anatopia: Muzik Zum Film LP 

16 tracks of mostly ambient, spatsely textured music from a German 
made film. Various combinations of stringed instruments, piano, voice, 
percussion and a very active bass generate dreamy aural landscapes that 
are dark and stormy or wide open. The single word track titles: “Raise,” 
“Scream,” “Fall,” “Climb,” etc... evoke actions or activities that often fit 
the music very well, Lots of information about the film and music is 
provided in German on the insert sheet. SJS (Revolution Inside/LeSabot/ 
Breite Strasse 76/53111 Bonn/Germany) 


GREENSLEEP «cp 

13 tracks + 1 bonus at 52:04 minutes, More of that speedy melodic punk 
with enough variety on this CD to make it hold attention throughout and 
occassionally become memorable. First the vocals are not loder than 


everything else which makes the music stand on it's own. Seems these - 


guys can wite songs and play their instruments really well. They have a 
drummer who plays much more than the beat, filling the sound with all 
kinds of clatter and thumps. The guitars have a thick and warm mid 
range growl while the bass connects መያ ፡ solidly. The words are 
sung in a world weary voice which works nicely with lyrics full o um 
sonal observations of societal problems and introspection, They end the 
CD on an upbeat note with an extended version of the Shadowy Mep 
From A Shadowy Planet's "Having An Avérage Weekend.” A good jób 
on this CD. SJS (Alone Records/Andrew Bowman/77 Broadview Pfive/ 
Oswego, NY 13126) 


HELLWINKLE : Any Similiarities.., CD 

12 tracks at 48:53 minutes. This band is often reminisg 

Husker Du. Though with a less developed sense of mgt6dy and a thicker 
soupy sound. The guitar has a large, warm and fuzzy soundand there is 
some fancy bass plucking but the electronic drys are barely tolerable 
and the heavy reliance on double bass thumpthg gets tedious quickly. 
The songs are simple and fun and make good use of the interplay of the 
en on voice sounds. SJS (Ess See EmpfRecords/PO Box 70/Ellwood, 

36) 


HOME MADE : As We Fg 
9 tracks at 30:05 minutes. Megtûm tempo melodic punk. Simple songs 
with lots of sing alongs. The¥ tend to gon for too long though and the 
melodies are not intriguing enough to stand up to extended repetition. 
The vocalist has it tooasy with the mix. The vocals are the loudest 
Would be be memorable songs if more emphasis 

one to the mySic. SJS (Team Canada Records/1614 5. Westlake 
Blvd. Ste, 14-2 ]2/ Westlake Village, CA 91361) 


VAL SEX OFFENDERS : (Cracked Rear Entry) CD 
£y, lowest common denominator not so funny punk that tries 
very ከየ to have no socially redeeming value. You can see this band on 
stagé wherever they are from tossing around beer while their friends force 
giles during the Loverboy cover. It is unfortunate that the best some 
people come up with for the extended time on a CD is their wacky an- 
swering machine, SJS (Chicken Ranch Records/PO Box 151922/Aus- 
tin, TX 78715) ። 


HELLNATION + A Sound Like Shit CD 

28 songs @ 35:55. Reissue of their Colonized LP plus tracks from the 
Bloodless Unreality comp. ion 7" and Aussie 7". Also includes 
the Laverne & Shirley theme song. Probably no introduction is neces- 
sary, but this is blinding thrash, as fast and loud as possible with shout 
until hoarse vocals. Hellnation's words cover many political topics, from 
sexism, death squads, capitalist exploitation and many more. The mas- 
sive two parter "Your War" is brutal and right on. Several minutes of 
crusty perfection. Thrash ‘til anarchy. SJS (Sound Pollution/PO Box 
17742/Covington, KY 41017) 


HARDWARE -7” 

Four tracks of loud and noisy rock. Straightforward song structures with 
some nice twists and turns mixed in to hold the listener’s attention. A 
power trio setup builds the music with buzzsaw guitar that has quite a 
roar when called upon, hyperactive drummer and solid time keeper low 
end. The vocals are high pitched and nasal. The words are personal and 
full of intelligent imagery and focus on being alone. Short tunes that stay 
pon c and fresh to the end. SJS (PO Box 4022/Wilmington, NC 

) 


HARRIET THE SPY : God Gave Us Music And The... 10” 
Another eight songs of spazzed, discordant punk from Kent, Ohio's mag- 
nificent Harriet The Spy. The guitar and voices chase each other up'and 
down and around each track while the bass guitar dominates the mix. Its 
sound is thunderous and carries the melody for the most part. Two tracks 
are slow and almost pretty, the other six are as fast as possible though 
certainly not sloppy. A pleasant hand made sleeve adds nicely to this 
swell release. SJS (W. Lagrone/Double Agent/210 Lewisburg Ave./ 
Franklin, TN 37064) 


HARVEY GRIFFIN : Two Scoops Of New CD 

21 tracks ወ 59:38. Goofy, barely listenable computer and synthesizer 
generated music. The instrumental tracks are occasionally intriguing in 
a sub-OMD circa 1982 way. The songs with words are moronic male 
fantasies set to bleeps and blurps. This probably is not meant to be a joke 
though ultimately it is not a funny one. SJS (Griffin Research/16333 
Harbor Blvd. #110/Fountain Valley, CA 92708) 


HOMOMILITIA ፥ Twoje Cialo-Twoj Wybor LP 

Very political Polish crusty stuff. With song titles like: “Multinationals,” 

“Police,” “Earth,” “Homophobia” etc., you can infer their view of world 

society. The music is fast metallic hardcore with dandy dual female/ 

male vocals, There are lengthy spoken excerpts between several tracks, 

i ecd though. SJS (Nikt Nie Nie Wie/PO Box 53/34-400 Nowy Targ/ 
oland) 


IMPACT : Adios Companeros LP 

12 tracks of old school non-metallic hardcore punk from this German 
band. They have a serious spaghetti western fixation which comes out in 
the lyrics and the package. Otherwise these are your standard, as fast as 
possible, three chord buzzing guitar tunes. The vocals are loud and ob- 
noxious and not very distinguished. Package includes a thick booklet of 
photos and lyrics in English. SJS (Revolution Inside/LeSabot/Breite 
Strasse 76/5311] Bonn/Germany) 


INHUMAN -7” 

New York City metallic hardcore.The music is basic moshcore riffing 
with slow parts and fast parts. The sound is very mushy - a cream of 
wheat like guitar buzz with lumpy drum thumps. The lyrics are shouted 
above the music and touch on introspection, staying true and people 
who've changed. The wordless intro to the first song is the best part of 
the record. SJS (Back Ta Basics/Rick Healey/79 Third Avenue 2nd ፻,/ 
Paterson, NJ 07514) 


Matt Billing WALLSIDE 


INDIGESTI - Osservati Dall'inganno LP 

12 song LP from 1986 apparently reissued, This is ripping hardcore that 
never, not even for a second, slows down, There is nary a trace of metal 
to be found, I suspect this band really enjoyed themselves because their 
records are a fun listening experience. Musically they are fiercely tight 
post Minor Threat, non youth crew hardcore. Rudy's singing and yelps 
make his voice immediately recognizable. The occasional brief guitar 
solos turbo charge the speedy pace, Ten of these tunes can be heard on 
the previously reviewed live CD. SJS (Vacation House/Via S, Michele 
56/13069 Vigiliano Biellese/Italy) 


INDIGESTI ፡ Lubeck Live 02.09.87 CD 

26 song CD - 66:36 minutes. An adequately recorded set. The guys 
build up a serious amount of energy and maintain it to the end. The 
crowd responds in appreciation. Good non-metallic hardcore of the mid- 
eighties high jump variety from this Italian band. A 20 page booklet 
poe tour information and photos in a thoughtful black and white 
ayout to complete the package. Powerful music with enough distinction 
to hold interest throughout the set. The tip of the hat to Bad Brains at the 
show finale is particularly well done. Fans of Indigesti should approve. 
SJS (Vacation House/Via S. Michele 56/13069 Vigiliano Biellese/Italy) 


THE INVALIDS : Qut Of My Head CD 

13 song CD - 34:26 minutes. Very slick pop punk that occasionally slips 
into slick alterna rock, The Invalids so desperately wanna be the Ramones 
they can’t stop mentioning them or rewriting their songs for that matter. 
Unfortunately the energy and excitement of NYC punk circa 1976 is not 
captured on this rather pathetic attempt at pleasing the green hair crowd. 
Most of the tracks go on way to long. In this genre brevity is key. Maybe 
this is a joke, like Weezer. SJS (Second Guess Records/PO Box 9382/ 
Reno, NV 89507) 


IVORY CAGE : Cold Words From Empty Grey LP 

Italian new school hardcore with straight edge and communist leanings 
though not violently so, Musically this has mutated chugga chugga rhythm 
with some metal guitar riffing, occasionally double bass and shouted vocals 
which are sometimes enhanced, Some tracks are tightly structured and 
zip through parts at a speedy rate. One or two tracks just kind of meander 
and fade out and would benefit from tighter musical construction, Words 
are in English and deal with violence and greed inherent in the capitalist 
system. One track, “The Game,” is perfect, short and intricately struc- 
tured. Its music and words roar against the economics of war and peace- 


making. SJS (Green Records/Via S. Francesco 
No. 60/35100 Padovo/Italy) 


* 


THE JOHNNY BOYS - Broken Radio CD 

12 tracks at 36:01 minutes. Here is blistering, great balls of fire punk 
rock that destroys the piles of mediocre and lame records going by that 
name. If you are waiting for a band to pick up the sweat tarnished crown 
dropped by Teengenerate your wait is over. Over driven guitars and 
ovrdriven vocals and a drummer who keeps time on the ride like it's his 
birthright. They create the soundtrack to a pogo festival so raucous and 
joyful that their anthemic tune “I’m So Happy I Could Die” seems an 
understatement. So turn it up and when the key change before the chorus 
in track two catches you just try not to hit your head on the ceiling. SJS 
(Straight Up Records/owa Bldg. 2F 52W 1/Cho-ouku Sapporo/Japan 064) 


JANE HOHENBERGER’S SPOOK ENGINE : cp 
18 tracks @ 63:51. Spoken word recordings with musical accompani- 
ment. A few tracks have a swaying rock beat which is relaxing. Spook 
Engine is an ensemble of 16 folks playing a wide variety of instruments 
or contributing their voice. Many of the pieces have a laid back impro- 
vised feel with a bass providing melody. There is considerable in studio 
fun with some dub and samples and other effects. Jane’s voice ranges 
from a loud declamatory singing to a breathy talking style. The words 
have some dream imagery and some social commentary. SJS (Bloodlink 
Records/PO Box 7414/Philadelphia, PA 19101) 


JIHAD - Old Testament CD 

15 tracks+live set @ 51:07. This is a CD collection of Jihad vinyl ap- 
pearances, including compilation contributions and a live set from the 
1995 Cleveland hardcore festival. If you already know this music then 
you know that Jihad play heavy, fast screaming hardcore with emotions 
running high and acute political observations. If you don’t know Jihad 
then you should know that Jihad roars like a natural disaster you can 
experience again and again. The Cleveland set sounds like the DAT re- 
corder was not close enough to the stage to capture the power of their live 
performance. It is an OK way to fill out this CD though. The booklet 
contains all the song lyrics which are critical without whining or taking a 
more hardcore than you attitude. Intense. SJS (Makoto Recordings/PO 
Box 50403/Kalamazoo, MI 49005) 


JINX + Unreal CD 

5 song CD EP - 19:12 minutes. Badly recorded, somewhat sludgy rock. 
The vocals and barely functioning drummer are way to loud on this re- 
cording. The guitars can’t compete. Not enough distortion or electron- 
ics to make this noisy, it’s just boring. Fans of Mother Love Bone might 
approve. SJS (Vacation House/Via S. Michele 56/13069 Vigiliano 
Biellese/Italy) 


JUDGEMENT : No Reason Why 7” 

2 tracks of drum heavy hardcore form Japan. Some quirkiness in the 
songwriting adds a few attention grasping elements; a slow minor key 
intro to side A, a wacky cheese metal solo on side 2 and in the same song 
a tension building noise section before the last chorus. Otherwise this is 
straightforward musically. I suspect these songs will mature véry well, 
on this recording they seem like they have not fully evolved from the 
ideas that spawned them, especially the endings. The guitar trails off 
into tentative feedback and fades out rather unsatisfactorily. The lyrics 
are introspective, questioning and contemplating happiness, self esteem 
and desires. You have to give Tadashi Satoh big time props for expedi- 
ency, these songs were recorded in Nov/Dec 1996 and HeartattaCk re- 
ceived the record in early February 1997. SJS (H:G Fact/401 Hongo-M/ 
2-36-2 Yayoi-cho Nakano/Tokyo 164/Japan) 


JUGGLING JUGULARS : New Toys CD 

10 tracks of straight ahead Finnish hardcore. Lots of political words 
calling for direct action and social criticism. Dual vocals and dual gui- 
tars generate an expansive sound while the tight and efficient rhythm 
section drives these tracks along at speed. A fun and powerful batch of 
good old style hardcore tunes with nary a trace of metal. SJS (PLI, 
65201/Vaasa/Finland) 


JUNE PANIC : Glory Hole CD 

28 songs @ 78:07 minutes. One song for each of the ancient Tibetan 
Yogic precepts is the concept on this CD, which is apparently the seventh 
collection of tunes from the North Dakotan called June Panic. Recorded 
almost entirely by him on four track, the set plays out like a wide sonic 
landscape full of tense moments, troubling emotions and unresolved re- 
lationships. This CD has the introverted feel of a Jandek LP but with 
much less discord and more structure like Franklin Bruno or early Karl 
Hendricks cassette releases. A few of the tunes are intense, like finding a 
well preserved shell in a tide pool. SJS (Secretly Canadian Records/ 
1703 N. Maple St./Bloomington, IN 47404) 


THE KEN ARDLEY PLAYBOYS : we've Got Ken CD 
23 song CD - 61:23 minutes. Fun English Band Reminiscent of early 
Fall and Shockabilly. Horns and saxophone and keyboard add some cool 
extra sound to the brittle jumpy guitarwork. Nice bouncy bass and drums 
push everything along at a speedy pace. The vocals are a lovable raw 
nasal whine. A cool punk record with a sense of humour. SJS (Lucky 
Garage Records/2716 MLK Jr. Way/Berkeley, CA 94703) 


KEROSENE 454 - Came By To Kill Me CD 

11 tracks @ 46:05. It cannot be denied that Kerosene 454 are very good 
at what they do. Mid tempo post hardcore with an emotional edge. They 
are technically proficient players and the songs are constructed with very 
pleasant sounds from the instruments and voice which make a warm fuzzy 
kind of mood. The problem with this band is they have developed a 
formula for their music to which they adhere unwaveringly. No chances 
are taken, no mistakes made and each song is.a perfectly reasonable suc- 
cess. Soulless sterility slowly creeps into thís comfortable and 
unchallenging record. SÍS (Slowdime Records/PO Box 414/Arlington, 
VA 22210) 


KIMUSAWEA ።ፐ 

Two long tracks of chaotic hardcore from Frankfurt, Germany. They do 
dynamic shift composition songs pretty well with a thick guttural bass 
grumble and quickly shifting drum patterns. The sound is completed by 
a repetitive guitar drone that gets choppy in places to increase the sonic 
tension. Shouted vocals unobtrusively placed in the mix sing lyrics in 
German. Reminiscent of Unwound. A handsome black and silver foldover 
sleeve contains the record. SJS (Maximum Voice Production/Postfach 
26/04256 Leipzig/Germany) 


KONFETTURA : Son Qui CD . 
5 songs @ 14:57 minutes. A band from Italy that sounds exactly like Bad 
Religion. This CD is like any one of the recent Bad Religion releases 
translated into Italian. If intellectual property statutes were internation- 
ally recognized the gang at Epitaph could sue the love beads and Lagwagon 
sweat shirts off Konfettura for copyright infringement and probably gain 
some Italian market share. Oh yeah, there is a ballad that sounds just 
like... that's right, Nirvana. SJS (Il Suono Degli 


NIS Spazi/Via Del Rovescio 2185/47023 Cesena/Italy) 


« 


Lo a trail is as important as making the trail. 
Documentation expands the possibility of commu 
cation to the past and the future. Actions result in 
change. All change should be documented to build 
connections with what happened before and what fol- 
lowed. The connections become a historical narrative 
when viewed from some distance. Communication. 
nating from a person, with ourselves. our commu- 
and our universe explains or describes the status 
of one's internal and external relationships. Documen- 
tation is some device for preserving or maintaining in- 
formation for personal or communal and universal use. 

Community is constructed with communi- 
cations. Communication across the variety of human 
interaction are essential to the sustenance and growth 
of the community. Philosophical and intellectual com- 
munications will not always take the form of verbal 
interaction, These communications, the result of a cre- 
ative impulse or drive, are external expressions of in- 
ternal constructions. These expressions are essential 
to the growth of community and to evolution itself. 
Every internal construct exposed presents those who 
come into contact, whether by immediate or accidental 
proximity, with a new idea, and ideas are the fuel of 
change. Ideas are the starting point and evolution the 
lines of possibilities. 

Every idea has the potential to expand the 
breadth of evolution and does so once expressed. The 
idea must then be documented and disseminated for 
the benefit of persons at other historical points. (What 
paths brought us here? And what will help get there?) 
A person can review a trail of documents and see an 
idea evolve through its states of existence. The trail is 
a learning tool. You can watch yourself introduce. grow 
or build and sometimes resolve an idea. The internal 
dialogue of ideas and it’s consequent dialogue with 
external factors—people, criticism. other influences/ 
ideas will become part of the documentation. An er- 
satz autobiography. You can read or sift through the 
evolutiohary stages to establish a dialogue within your 
past. present and future. 

Ideas and their resultant developments are 
beneficial to more than just the individual responsible. 
Documentation should be disseminated for the benefit 
of others if a desire for dissemination of one's ideas 
exists. If a person wishes to pass their ideas along the 
procedures and mechanism for doing so is their choice 
and responsibility. The consequences and effects are 
their responsibilities as well. Ideas are best received 
when not forced on a community. Communities can 
develop around found ideas respected equally but its 
various members. Accidentally found ideas can stimu- 
late strong interest in their origination and evolution, 
particularly when an idea meshes with its finder's ideas. 
Communities evolve with each new idea added and it's 
ability to communicate beyond itself increases equally. 
A community can be seen as analogous to an individual 
with a. need to communicate and express its collective 
ideas. 

To acknowledge a document's existence is 
to recognize the possibility of some affinity with its 
idea. Critical thought can discern the depth of that af- 
finity. The critical dialogue developed with found docu- 
ments is useful to the individual's interpretation or un- 
derstanding of their own ideas and documentation. 
Criticism is a part of evolution as a tool for engaging 
and developing ideas. 

Everyone travels the universe of memory. 
It is all things seen, unknown and not yet knows. Ideas 
are an infinite number of points within the universe and 
paths traced by those points are the evolutionary courses 
taken. A map of the paths consists of memories and 
affiliated documents, a collection or repository of 
memories, some not yet experienced. The collection 
is a model or map of the evolutionary path one follows. 
Within a collection one can find helpful structuring of 
memories, the opportunity to create or find some order 
amidst the chaos of the universe or memory. Docu- 
ments made by persons at the points in the evolving 
universe enter the collective human memory and the 
memories of individuals as discrete reminders of where 
we have been, interpretations of current conditions and 
indicators of paths. 

"Transfer of knowledge is essential to evo- 
lution. Knowledge is interpretation and comprehen- 
sion of a collection of memories. The coliection orga- 
nizes memories/documents helping the collector estab- 
lish some order from the chaotic memories we share 
with our universe. 


KRAKATOA ፡ Clouds Burned By Sunshine 7" 

Two well constructed tracks of mid tempo introspective hardcore. The 
segments make use of a variety of guitar sounds and vocal types: talk, 
hoarse growl and electronically altered. Both tracks have listenable solo 
guitar segments at their center and the sturdy backbone of the bass and 
drums to hold the parts together. These songs have a relaxed feel, not 
difficult listening. SJS (Second Nature/PO Box 11543/Kansas City, MO 
64138) 


KING FRIDAY : North Carolina 7” 

2 short tunes that sound so familiar, like I’ve heard them hundreds of 
times. Smooth chunks of peppy melodic indie rock sound. They’re not 
super tunes but you can't really hate this record, it just sounds like some- 
body else. SJS (No Idea/PO Box 14636/Gainesville, FL 32604) 


KURORT እብ: Fitness USA CD 

13 songs @ 42:32. Metallic chugga chugga hardcore from this Austrian 
band. They roar along in their chunky, not funky way occasionally slow- 
ing down to play around with an interesting guitar sound or a new rhythm 
to keep things from getting boring. The last 3 or 4 tracks in contrast to 
the front end of the CD are more varied sonically with perhaps more of a 
focus on emotional content over full bore fury. SJS (Conspiracy Records/ 
Lange Leemstraat 388/B-2018 Antwerp/Netherlands) 


LA AFERRA : Ziemia Ginie-Obudz Sie! LP 

Very political Polish punk take on racial intolerance, violence against 
women, apathy, unity and defense of the planet's environment. The throb- 
bing buzzsaw punk is a background for the insistent vocals. Often fe- 
male and male voices sing dual harmony. The words translated for En- 
glish speakers flesh out the strong political stance taken by the band. 
Apparently affiliated with an organization called the Workshop for All 
Beings which follows the principles of deep ecology, the back of the 
record jacket explains their goals and tells how to get involved, SJS 
(Nikt Nic Nie Wie/PO Box 53/34-400 Nowy Targ/Poland) 


LEBENSREFORM : Licht+Luft+Leben 7” 

Six tracks of thrashing straight edge hardcore from Hamburg, Germany. 
They play sloppy in many places which is not intolerable. Their guitar 
has a thick low end roar that fills a lot of space on this record which 
somewhat covers for the stumbling rhythm section, Very hoarse and 
screaming vocals lead the songs. Words in German are about staying 
true to yourself and your ideals. SJS (Per Koro Records?/Jan Albin/ 
Hamburgerstr. 54/28205 Bremen/Germany) 


LED ° Lo Mantang CD 

11 song CD - 74:27 minutes. Droning drumcomputer led group form 
Germany. The electronic percussion changes setting from track to track. 
A few samples, some odd instrumentation and the occasional growling 
vocal provide minimal differentiation as well. The guitars maintain a 
continuous distorted whine throughout. These tracks are way long with 
too much repetition, They feel like background noise. SJS (Broccoli 
Records/Jorg Gneiting/Imsand 27/72636 Linsen-Hofen/Germany) 


LICKETY SPLIT ፡ volume Won! CD 

13 song-+ 1 secret track CD - 41:41 minutes. Basic three chord oi from 
this D.C. area band. If you like your punk rock with gang vocals, a touch 
of ska and a street tough attitude this will probably satisfy. 13 short and 
to the point tunes plus an attempt at dub. SJS (Double Deuce Records/ 
PO Box 515/New York City, NY 10159) 7 


L.I.G.H.T. - ..Good Solution CD 

5 songs plus a spoken word section € 47:10. Slow, sub metallic rock. 
The vocals are sometimes rap/sung to a pseudo funky beat or shouted to 
the late 1996 version of post hardcore riffing. Lyrics about love, destruc- 
tion of the environment, being filled up with the love of Jesus, trouble 
and the Ten Commandments. There is 20+ minutes of explanation of the 
songs following the music. SJS (Uprise Records/PO Box 360141/ 
Strongsville, OH 44136) 


LUNCHBOX ፡ Juggernaut CD 

12 songs + 1 secret track 51:14. Energetic, straight ahead hardcore 
punk frorn Bonn. Sounds like the folks in this band have been playing 
for a long time. They are tight as a band and their music is well con- 
structed. The vocals, in English, are somewhat like John Lydon. A manic 
drummer propels the music often at lightning speed and the guitars rumble 
and buzz up a pleasant roar. Although Lunchbox are not far removed 
from commercial punk, this record has enough rough edges and rawness 
to hold it above the generic. SJS (Revolution Inside/Le Sabot/Breitestrasse 
76/53111 Bonn/Germany) 


LUKE SKYWALKER : Seven O Six PM 7” 

Six ska tunes with some strong hardcore leanings. They have no horns 
and the music does not suffer. Male and female vocalists take turns on 
the record though they never sing together. Some goofy words about 
Bozo and flat tires and some commentary on thinking for yourself, cops 
and drugs make up the lyrics. Another average ska band. SJS (2501 
Indian Ridge Drive/Glenview, IL 60025) 


MALEFACTION : Divisions 7" 

Fast, straightahead hardcore that tries to mix it up with some tempo 
changes but they are poorly constructed and the songs sound slap dash 
stuck together. The guitar has a good noisy roar but everything else is 
just there. Rough vocals sing some confusing, almost nonsense lyrics 
that try to touch on personal and societal problems, 575 (Commode 
Records/1637 Evergreen Hill SW/Calgary, AB/T2Y 3A9/Canada) 


MISERY : Next Time 7" 

Two fast and crusty punk tracks on one side that question living and dy- 
ing and seem to conclud that things will be better on the other side. Dedi- 
cated.to friends who've recently...passed on. The other side is a longer 
grinding tune with apocalyptic imagery and low end drone. This is pretty 
miserable music, in a good way. SJS (Profane Existence/PO Box 8722/ 
Minneapolis, MN 55408) 


MISKATONIC UNIVERSITY : Cowhill House 7" 

Bland Medium tempo chugga chugga hardcore. A few rather obvious 
mosh parts attempt to enliven the otherwise watery not quite funky buzz. 
There are obscurely personal lyrics sung in a flat vocal with the beat. 
Very little happens on this stillborn record. SJS (Mele Merce Records/ 
Giorgio Senesi/Via A Carrante 7/70124 Bari/Italy) 


THE MAUL : Noise Ltd. CD 

16 songs @ 56:49 minutes. Dull, repetitive and plodding darkness fea- 
turing dull, repetitive and plodding drum machine and guitar. Dull, re- 
petitive and plodding distorted vocals and the same dull, repetitive and 
plodding samples and electronic sounds every other Ministry lover uses. 
Thanks are given to NIN and Edith Piaf so one can easily imagine how 
truly horrible this music is. SJS (Liar/Uetlibergstrasse 135/Ch 8045/ 
Zurich/Switzerland) 


MAYA : Slow Escape CD 

9 tracks ወ 72:07. Long slow droning post apocalyptic metallic rock. 
The tracks usually have lengthy intros that begin in silence and build to 
the main theme section. Music and words conjure images of desolate 
destroyed landscapes, drowning, spiritual enlightenment, etc... Maya are 
reminiscent of the echoed droning opuses of the Galloping Coroners or 
Terminal Cheesecake LPs. It's good if you're in a peaceful or laid back 
kind of mood but the whole 72 minutes gets pretty tedious. 5፲5 (Con- 
spiracy Records/Lange Leemstraat 388/2018 Antwerp/Belgium) 


MELT ፡ Bravi Ragazzi CD 

13 tracks (ወ 24:21. An Italian pop punk band. They get two points, one 
for playing as fast as possible and not slowing down, the other for sing- 
ing entirely in Italian. Otherwise this is more of standard issue Bad Reli- 
gion/Lookout influenced happy hardcore. With some political lyrics and 
a hefty helping of rock and roll fun. The mix has the near continuous 
gang vocals so loud they obliterate the music which succeeds only in 
denying these recordings any energy or power they might have live. SJS 
(Matteo Carollo/Via DG Minzoni 46/36030 Lugo Di Vicenza/Italy) 


METHOD - cp 

5 tracks @ 29:01. Apocalyptic metal from Milwaukee. Slow to medium 
tempo low end heavy music with the occasional acoustic guitar part. The 
recording hints at a large sound but doesn’t quite pull it off leaving the 
guitars thin and buzzing in places. The music mostly plods along from 
part to part without much tension built and no surprises structurally. The 
vocals are standard hoarse shouting except when two voices try to trade 
lines which ends up a mess. Lots of samples and in studio effects. SJS 
(3345 S. 78th St./Milwaukee, WI 53219) 


እያ... + 300 Miles 7” 

4 songs of unengaging, poorly recorded and monotonous high end buzz 
with occasional slow sections. This sounds like a record that was not 
ready to be made. Nothing else to really latch on to, the music just ca- 
reens along aimlessly. SJS (One Percent Records/PO Box 141048/Min- 
neapolis, MN 55414) 


MILTOWN -7” 

Three tracks of thumping and thudding through very tired grunge rock 
stylings. The music is loud and bombastic and the vocals have a drawn 
out whining gruffness. Simple song structures stretched out way to long. 
They end up a blur of sound with vocals that draw far too much attention 
to themselves. SJS (Hydrahead Records/PO Box 990248/Boston, MA 
02199) 


MINE : Tetanus LP : 

11 songs of straightforward hardcore with a bottom heavy sound. A large 
and noisy bass is complemented by an equally large and noisy guitar 
sound. The recording quality is very good and captures the depth of 
those instruments. Unfortunately the songs give them nothing much to 
do. Repetitive riffing and unsurprising song structures are played too 
slowly. The massive sound generated lacks energy, most likely because 
the drummer does not play fast enough. He plods along with the simplest 
rhythm almost like an afterthought. The vocals are not well integrated 
with the rest of the band. They are draped over the songs rather than 
integrated into the sound. The words on the insert may or may not be the 
lyrics. They mostly cover personal stuff with an occasional angry jab at 
the scene. This is not an awful record, just undistinguished. SJS (Great 
American Steak Religion/Common Cause/Konrad Adenaverstr. 58/D- 
73529 Bettringen/Germany) 


MINNOW -7" 

Three short and noisy tunes of tense and tightly structured emotional 
hardcore. A loud and clear recording captures the precision playing and 
hefty sound of these Ontarians. A walloping bass and harsh overdriven 
guitar mesh with the clattering and jerky drums like a well oiled gear and 
pinion. Add to that two intertwining voices that hide a surprising bit of 
melody inside the big noisy song structures. The package is a pleasing 
combo of ochre, purple and tan. SJS (Rank & File/768 Montbeck Cr./ 
Mississauga, ON/15G 1P3/Canada) 


MONKHOUSE ፥ The Final Indignity CD 

24 song CD - 76:21 minutes. Very competent three chord punk rock 
from Ireland. This “morbidly complete compilation” contains most of 
their vinyl output plus various tracks from demos. The tracks are driv- 
ing, energetic and raw tunes with a line on 1977 era punk. The earlier 
tracks have more of a buzzsaw guitar with some wah wah. They also 
suffer from lesser recording quality. The later tunes have a nicely devel- 
oped guitar sound that plays off the shout of the vocalist. Lyrics cover 
political and social topics with a defiant attitude, although they are only 
hinted at in the CD booklet. Following the last track is 10 minutes or so 
of between song talk from their next to last show and nifty bonus tune. 
This is a good CD. SJS (Rejected Records/9 Woodlands Ave./Dun 
Laoghaire Co./Dublin/Ireland) 


MORAL CRUX : Victim Of Hype 7” : 

Moral Crux were one cool-ass band. Not sure what they've been doing 
for the past 5+ years but here is a 3 song 7" of new music. These tunes 
are much like “The Side Affects of Thinking" songs: energetic, simple, 
melodic and Ramonesy with short driving guitar solos. Some social and 
personal lyrics make up the words. Unfortunately with so much of this 
sound glutting the turntables today it is difficult to be memorable. One 
extra point for the energetic delivery and one extra point for the cool tune 
“Smash Your Face.” If they do a long play I hope the songs are faster, 
shorter and more thoughtful lyrically. SJS (Mutant Pop Records/5010 
NW Shasta/Corvallis, OR 55413) 


MUZELBASTARDS : Most Things That Have Any Worth... CD 
13 songs @ 58:10 minutes. Incredibly pretentious music that may or 
may not be about the benefits of drug and/or love addiction. The music is 
typical chugga chugga buzzsaw punk and the words are long whining 
complaints about loneliness, isolation, fear, desperation, pain and... blah 
blah. Electronically treated dual female and male vocals sing in English. 
Way too much angst. SJS (Shine Records/Guti/Postfach 1212/63591 
Niedermittlau/Germany) 


MY DEVICE : Buddies CD 

5 Song CD EP - 19:18 minutes. Generic Alterna-rock. The vocals 
way too loud and way too easy to understand. The drumming i: 
interesting enough to warrant its placement high in the mix. Dull, xépe 
tious and pointless. Fans of Primus might approve. SJS (Vacatiorf House/ 
Via S. Michele 56/13069 Vigiliano Biellese/Italy) 


NAILED DOWN : Leak Of Deadly Bacteria 7" 

10 songs. Australian hardcore of the apocalyptic death thrash school. 10 
tracks that all run together into a monotonous whirlwind drone musi- 
cally. The vocals are gurgled and no lyrics are ppévided but I suspect this 
band has much in common with E.N.T., Lip«Cream and the like. SJS 
(Spiral Objective/PO Box 126/Oaklands Pafk/S. Australia 5046) 


the silence at the center. Side two is a standard loud rock track that.has 


NO EMPATHY : Ben Weasel Don't Like It CD 

5 song CD EP - 12:06 minutes. CD re-issue of a two song 7” from 1992- 
3 plus three recent tracks. The old tunes are the title track and a Bad 
Religion cover that seem unnecessary. The new tunes are old school sing 
along buzzsaw punk with occasional hand claps not unlike the Effigies. 
SJS (Broken Rekids/PO Box 46042/San Francisco, CA 94146) 


NEVER ONLY ONCE: Saving Grace CD 

5 tracks at 20:50 minutes. Slow plodding chug chug somewhat metallic 
hardcore. None of the five tracks goes beyond the riff that opens the song 
and the rhythm is exactly the same throughout the CD, The dual guitars 
manage to generate some heavy parts but it’s not enough to make the 
music more than background for the multi tracked vocals. The unin- 
spired drumming is a big part of the problem, as the music stagnates 
without some thing to push it forward. The lyrics tell tales of depression 
and doom. SJS (Pressure Point Records/PO Box 907/Colchester, VT 
05446) 


NOSTRIL - Long Division Souffle 7” 

Herky jerky Scottish punk. Strongly rhythmic with spare but effective 
scritchy scratchy guitar. Vaguely reminiscent of the Minutemen or “His- 
tory is What's Happening" era Ex. Pleasantly obtuse lyrics roughly shout 
sung with the beat. It all speeds right along. SJS (Gruff Wit Records/41 
Kilermont Road/Bearsdon/Glasgow/G612 2JB/Scotland) 


OVERCAST : Begging For Indifference CD 

4 song CD EP'- 19:19 minutes. Slow metallic hardcore with shout til 
you’re hoarse vocals. Two tracks are recent and have some speed shifts 
and distinct parts but both tracks are identically constructed. Two older 
tracks play the clean guitar sound off the distorted guitar sound. There 
are some unfortunate double tracked vocals singing lyrics about death, 
dying, destruction and darkness. SJS (Edison Recordings/PO Box 42586/ 
Philadelphia, PA 19101) 


THE PADDED CELL -cD 

14 tracks at 33:01 minutes. Buzzsaw punk with some get drunk, get 
fucked attitude. The tunes are short and fast and stay true to the in your 
face 77 sound. The vocals are snotty and achieve a fierce shout when 
necessary. Gang vocals are used to good effect throughout. I am sure 
this band gets the crowd slamming when they play out, they've managed 
to capture a bit of that energy on this CD. SJS (Dead Beat Records/PO 
Box 283/Los Angeles, CA 90078) 


PLUG - N47888255033H48324 CD 

4 tracks at 12:34 minutes. Fairly raw '97 school hectic punk rock with a 
bit of pop punk mixed in. The songs are fast and loud and shake from 
side [08106 at top speed. The voclas are rough and shouted to keep up 
with the music. All words in Japanese: SJS (Straight Up Records/owa 
Bldg. 2F 52W1/Cho-ouku Sapporo/Japan 064) 


PROJECT KATE - ..The Way Birds Ely LP 

Eight tracks from Kate 08 and some pals. The songs are of the singer/ 
songwriter variety, personal observations and stories set to acoustic gui- 
tar. Some of the tracks are fleshed out with full band arrangements, the 
rest have some instrumental touches backing Kate's voice and guitar. 
The addition of violin is a fine idea as these songs have a slow lilting 
pace. A crisp and clean recording job captures the subtleties of the mu- 
sic. SJS (Equal Vision Records/PO Box 14/Hudson, NY 12543) 


THE PROMISE RING : The Horse Latitudes CD 

8tracks at 24:27 minutes. Arty pop tunes that attempt to create a feeling 
of wide eyed wonder at the end of innocence. The imagery of the lyrics 
is a bit generic and willfully obscure. Aside from a scattering of refer- 
ences to places the words have nothing to grab one's attention. The mu- 
sic is highly polished and produced to smooth any rough edges away. 
What remains is pretty and empty. SJS Jade Tree/2310 Kennwynn Road/ 
Wilmington, DE 19810) 


QUIXOTE ‹ A Force/No Bark 7" 
Jumpy, inoffensive hardcore with pop sensibilities. Power trio setup. 
Nice variations within the structure of the songs. The vocals are 3/5 sung 
and 2/5 shouted. The songs are peppy and fun. Personal and oblique 
lyrics, Contains one guy from Jihad, This is a good example of what I 
call summertime music because it will sound good playing on the car 
stereo while driving along the highway with the windows rolled down. 
SJS (Makoto Recordings/PO Box 50403/Kalamazoo, MI 49005) 


RADIO FLYER + In Their Strange White Armour CD 

7 tracks @ 29:20. A song cycle written and recorded by four folks 
one week in April 1995. That gleaned from the scant informati6n pro- 
vided on the CD. The first and last tracks open and close the CD at a fast 
pace. They enclose four songs that explore the interaction of rhythm and 
guitar sounds, The music is reminiscent of the way Bitch Magnet, Fugazi 
or Bastro do the same though this is not a rip off of afty of those often 
imitated bands. The players on this record are acc 1 

make this a tight and enjoyable set, though the v 
are unnecessary and contrived. SJS (Polyvi 
Danville, IL 61834) ። 


RECTIFY ፦ By Your Side 7” 
Five tracks of late eighties school straight edge hardcore from somewhere 
in northern Europe. They got it,going on: a furious paced, non-metal 
rhythm section, a frontman whespews disgust at the fallen off and con- 
cern for the future, mosh payt and gang vocals placed appropriately to 
throw the tunes over the top: It is completely familiar yet very well done. 
Unfortunately the recording is lacking in the guitar tracks. Two guitar 
players, yet the sounds a thin buzzing whine. Two songs about standing 
the crew and three about former friends gone astray. 
onse Records/Kaisersfeld 98/46047 Oberhausen/Ger- 


Records/PO Box 1885/ 


if of ambient rock. The two parts of the song are nicely resolved across 


some tense moments but is much less interesting than its flipside. SJS 
(Slowdime/PO Box 414/Arlington, VA 22210) S 


RINGWURM - cD 

13 song CD - 43:14 minutes, Medium tempo sludgecore with scream 
until hoarse vocals. The lyrics show an interest in all sorts of unpleasant- 
ness and the packaging makes a strong case for the divinity ọf those big 
eyed extraterresterials, The entire CD seéms to be based on that idea. 
The music is a low roar of guitar over the simple rhythm section. No 
change in tempo is to be found throughout tracks but one or the other 
guitar will find its own direction which helps to avoid monotony. In- 
cludes one basically unnecessary cover of an MTV classic. SJS (Probe 
Records/PO Box 5068/Pleasanton, CA 94566) 


ROSWELL -7” 

Sluggish bass heavy metallic hardcore from Rhode Island. Spoken and 
raw vocals sing of introspection and a search for healing. It’s pretty emo- 
tional. Lots of chugga chunka riffing throughout the four songs with an 
occasional sharp edged solo or speedier part. The music feels strained 
and lower than it wants to be. The recording is loud and deep but unfor- 
tunately murky. SJS (Hydrahead Records/PO Box 990248/Boston, MA 
02199) 


RUIN... - Songs Of Reverie And Ruin CD 

26 tracks @ 69:27. A public service reissue of both LPs and compilation 
tracks from Philadelphia's old school hardcore punks Ruin. From 1982- 
1986 they distilled the punk fury of the Big Boys and the spiritual inten- 
sity of the Bad Brains with a selection of oddity and inspirations to de- 
velop a music uniquely their own. They dressed funny, their singer went 
off on dramatic tangents and they played songs by the likes of Leonard 
Cohen and the Jefferson Airplane (a modified version of White Rabbit 
which at the time was more apocraphyl than epochal). This CD of songs 
can be easily located within its pre-crossover, post Minor Threat time. 
Ruin had a distinct personality like many other bands in the early 80s and 
this reissue is a pleasant reminder of their place in punk history. Hope- 
fully it is not a precursor to a comeback, SJS (Black Hole Records/12 
W. Willow Grove Ave./Box 130/Philadelphia, PA 19118) 


RINGWORM : 7 Inches The Hard Way 7" 

Five speedy straight ahead punk tunes from this Florida band. Buzzsaw 
guitar, throbbing rhythm and snotty vocals are the parts of their simple 
and efficient music. Singalong backup vocals help fill out the sound on 
the choruses. SJS (Rat Town Records/PO Box 50803/Jackson Beach, 
FL 32240) 


SHOULDER : Touch CD 

21 tracks @ 64:46. Long anthemic songs of poetic introspection that 
seem to tie together to make a single sonic landscape. One that is scat- 
tered with fast moving roads and broken houses and memories. Slow 
segments build to a climactic break into an off and running pace. The 
acoustic guitar cuts delicate slices through the electric hum and the dual 
voices cry a cathartic mix of sadness and despair without yet fulfilled 
desires. Emo you ask? Yes, a primary example of a well crafted emo 
hardcore making use of subtle instrumental layers and dynamic shifts of 
tempo. The CD includes some demo tracks at the end which are quieter 
and hint at Shoulder's musical journey. SJS (Conquer the World/PO 
Box 40282/Redford, MI 48240) 


SHARPEVILLE : 10" 

Seven tracks of high energy Finnish hardcore. The bass and drums have 
a powerful jumpy punch while the guitar provides some buzzsaw roar 
and some big chunky riffs as well as a short fun solo or two. The vocals 
are the best part though. Two singers with noticeably different voices 
trade off lines on most songs to good effect. Occasionally they will sing 
together for emphasis. The lyrics are strong political statements dealing 
with sexism, work, life and other social topics. SJS (Merwi-Records/ 
Jonte Ekman/PO Box 53/15141 Lahti/Finland) 


photo by Shawn Scallen 


HARVEST 
SHELFLIFE : i Desire Begins LP 
The eleven unpolished and a little sloppy songs on this 12” are refreshing 
in their simplicity. The sound is spare and dry with dual guitar lines and 
multiple vocalists. Shelflife play short fast punk rock tunes with intelli- 
gent lyrics about relationships and questioning the norms. SJS (Shelflife/ 
3057 Kline Road/Jacksonville, FL 32246) 


SELF. : Spivey CD 

17 tracks @ 44:37. And another Bad Religion/pop punk clone. This one 
hails from South Carolina. They got samples from Star Wars, very promi- 
nently placed usage of the word Fuck and song titles like "Luke Perry 
Genius,” “Too Punk For Prom,” “Chores,” etc... Another tired low en- 
ergy punk contrivance in an ocean of the same. SJS (Three Day Hero 
Records/311 Univ. Commons/Cayce, SC 29033) 


SIX GOING ON SEVEN : 7" 

Two tracks of hard edges pop. A melodic guitar line and bouncy rhythm 
section propel the tunes through their sparse and thick parts. The indi- 
vidual pieces of each song seem completely.familiar but combined they 


: produced some interesting twists. No lyrics included but what can be 


discerned are kinda goofy. Nice window sleeve. SJS (Hydrahead 
Records/PO Box 990248/Boston, MA 02199) ; 


SALVO RAIN -LP j 

12 songs of high energy, not chaotic, emotional hardcore. Shouted vo- 
cals struggle against the tense shards and thick chunks of guitar noise. 
Sharp cracks on the snare and a propulsive rubbery bass drive these songs 
straight ahead with a few brief slower segments. The lyrics talk abut fear 
of going nowhere and despair with current situations which provides ur- 
gency to this tight and nervous music. It's all wound up looking for a 
release but finding nothing outside itself. SJS (Wishful Thinking/169 
Westerwood Dr./Rock Hill, SC 29730) 


SEVEN YEARS WAR - Ranks Of The Common People CD 

10 tracks @ 29:16. Slow to medium tempo hardcore with a big growling 
guitar sound that is not dominated by the vocals. The bass and drums fill 
in big chunks of time keeping sound. Each track has several tempo shifts 
and an occasional key change which avoids becoming a uniform wall of 
sound. The lyrics confront many political and social issues head on, with 
a refreshing narrative style. The band has a serious grasp of the English 
language and do not shy from using some of its more obscure and/or 
subtle words. Powerful and non-metallic hardcore that grumbles and 


roars. SJS (Moo Cow Records/PO Box 616/Madi- 
son, WI 53701) 


SPIDER BABIES ፡ Adventures In Sex And Violence CD 

12 songs + guitar adverts @ 29:53. Yet another bland trashy garage rock 
band, The Spider Babies are too slick to be as much fun as the Radio X 
bands and too generic to be as hard rockin' and memorable as the Cynics 
or Devil Dogs. The biggest distinction about these boys is their violently 
misogynist lyrics. Packaging includes the obligatory tough guy photos 
and Vox and Mosrite equipment acknowledgments. SJS (G.I. Produc- 
tions/PO Box 6948/San Jose, CA 95150) 


STELLA - cp 

5 song CD EP - 19:01 minutes. Standard issue fuzzy pop on this posthu- 
mous release. Not as cloying or strident as this sort of thing can be. 
Musically this is lethargic though not droning and it is well enough re- 
corded to avoid muddiness. The very personal lyrics, full of angst and 
darkness are printed inside the earth friendly package. Listenable, inof- 
fensive and relaxing. SJS (Grafton Records/2411 Durant Ave. #7/Ber- 
keley, CA 94704) 


STELLA : Blissmark/Azure 7" 

2 song 7" from another band with Stella in their name, this one from 
Michigan. Two songs of the worst types possible. One side is a big slick 
alterna rock out. The other side is a ballad with squeeky acoustic guitar. 
Worst of all, vox guy thinks he can sing. SJS (Laundry Room Records/ 
PO Box 7753/Ann Arbor, MI 48107) 


STELLA BRASS : Simplicity In Motion CD 

3 song CD EP - 10:41 minutes. Simple medium tempo guitar rock that 
follows most of the current patterns; a slow part, a fast part, stop and start 
again. Talk some lyrics then shout some and then do something wacky 
like... a trumpet. Undistinguished music. SJS (Ear to Ground/PO Box 
522154/Salt Lake City, UT 84152) 


(STICKFIGURECAROUSELII*) - 7" 

Two songs of furious chaotic hardcore. “For the kids...” begins with a 
brutally thrashed snare between a wall of circular guitar lines and pound- 
ing double bass drum and bass guitar. They slam into a metallic riff like 
Slayer’s finest moment and then head off into their own noisy krush groove 
97 before repeating the procedure, The other track is a bit less structured 
with much more noise. It begins with a rubbery rhythm section throb 
beneath careening cymbals, distortion and a bass player and drummer 
who must be the same person cuz they roar like a big steam engine. The 
track ends like a Godzilla versus Mothra brawl: noise, screams and de- 
struction. The vocals shift from hoarse growling to singing to distorted 
as the music shifts around them. Kudos to the recording engineer for 
getting a drum mix that brings out the force with which they were played. 
Everything else has a clear location in the mix with the well constructed 
songs resulting in one damn fine record. SJS (Bastille Records/1950 
Port Townsend/Newport Beach, CA 92660) 


SUBLIMINAL CRIMINAL «cp 

14 tracks @ 50:22. The first few tracks on this CD are a heavy punk 
power trio with rock tendencies to the music. Stop start and noisy guitar 
stuff played loud and fast and tight. The vocals are a deep throated growl- 
ing shout., Words are critical of conformity and abuse of power in a 
thoughtful almost literary way. There are a lot of words to go around. 
The remaining tracks are a mix of the sound and a few tracks with a 
different singer. Those songs tend to be less heavy, in fact the later two 
are flat out indie pop with chiming guitar and brushed drums. The same 
kind of lyrics though. There is a good rocking instrumental also. Through- 
out the CD the band makes use of many studio devices and offbeat inclu- 
sions, tambourines and kid's voices, etc... They fill out the last 14 or so 
minutes of the recording with 4 of the previous tracks played backward. 
Packaging is wonderfully excessive: a bizarre and violent coloring book, 
a fold out subliminally violent poster, a handmade crayon and it's all gift 
wrapped with a bow and card. SJS (Space Cadette Records/7339 SW 
45th St, Ste. A/Miami, FL 33155) 


THE SUSPECTS - New Dawn In The 21st Century CD 

13 tracks @ 31:26. Straight ahead street tough oi punk from Arlington, 
VA. Gang vocals, buzzsaw guitars and a rock solid rhythm section that 
once or twice hits a reggae stride. The vocalist has a hard growling voice 
and sings lyrics rife with violent imagery though the violence has no 
specific target. SJS (Torgue Records/PO Box 229/Arlington, VA 22210) 


SWING SWANG SWUNG : 7" 

10 songs. These tunes sound a bit like the Minutemen without vocals. 
Short but not simple, often polyrhythmic with multiple time changes. 
The tracks are almost entirely rhythmic constructions. The drums, bass 
and guitar trio is nicely accented with saxophone or violin lines on a few 
tracks. No vocals which is always a refreshing change. Reminiscent of 
a North Carolina band called Skeletal Remains. Very nice record. SJS 
(Master Manipulator Records/5665 Knight Rd./Bellingham, WA 98226) 


SWIVEL STICK : Notes Toward A Mental Breakdown CD 

15 tracks @ 73:28. A series of songs which vary in mood and pace but 
interconnect and construct a narrative concerned with different states of 
mental well being. Overall the CD has a droning dream like quality com- 
bining structured songs with long passages of sample and electronic gen- 
erated sounds. Several groupings of songs build on one another from a 
slow undistorted start to a fast, chaotic and often explosive sonic release. 
ል combination of the tense song structures of Silkworm with the concep- 
tual sprawl of the Art Ensemble of Rake is a reasonable approximation of 
what goes on with this CD. Well constructed musically the band easily 
controls the diverse music territories they explore. I wish there was no 
reverb on the quieter vocals but that is a minor flaw. The CD comes in 
over the top packaging. A handmade corrugated cardboard trifold with 
velcro closure contains a stack of somewhat informative cards and a 
pressed flower. At the heart of the CD is a three song construction tied 
together with various sound effects and spoken word samples that builds 
its pace from the slow initial tune to a medium tempo kick as the second 
song stops. ል spoken word sample breaks the music-less silence the 
song begins again stripped to just the guitar riff. The rest of the band 
soon rejoins pushing the pace faster as samples are added into the mix. 
The vocals are a hoarse shout as the music swirls to a frenzy and then 
collapses into silence. It is a moment of beauty. SJS (Space Caddette 
Records/7359 SW 45th St. Suite A/Miami, FL 33155) 


STRETCH : Freedom Is In Peril one sided 7" 


A posthumous release from this English Band. The catalog description 
compares this to early Life... But How To Live It? and I have to agree. 
Blunt female vocals front the simple melodic punk tunes. Lots of info 
about the band and their impressions of the possibilities within punk rock 
in an 8 page booklet plus a very nice handmade cover. SJS (Refusenik/ 
PO Box 2018/Hove/BN3 3HS/England) 


TEEVIE : Satan and Toast 7” 1 
A guy and his keyboard sings and plays mildly amusing anti-christian 


rants. SJS (7432 Shadow Wood Drive/Indianapo- 
12 stevE lis, IN 46254) 


TIMEBOMB : Hymns For A De 


tracks + one radio show excerpt @ 


mpire ED 
Slow: dark chugg 
metallic hardcore from this Itilian band. The music is simple repetitive 
metal from the tallica school. One track, “Deep?” includes. a goofy 
assed lead guitar solo. The vocals are 
The dual guitars play the sam 
than a background buzz for the vocals and drums. 
heavily on the double bass while keeping simple time on the s and 
toms. The CD booklet ihcludes an e ve 
edge lifestyle as a liberating tool as well as explanations. of the st 
SIS. (Daniele Marini/V.R. Battistini/32 00151 Roma/Ttaly) 


309 CHORUS 


Simply structured drone rock with heavily effected guitar. Muted vocals 
poetic 


gruff-mushy growl and are much 
too loud lines and riffs and are little more 


The drummer relies 


y describe the apocalyptic violence of our destructive nature 

. Sarin” is a long orche ted track. The other side has two 
shorter and faster songs. The whole package has a melancholy feel em 
phasized musically hy the heavy 
the songs altering the riff anc 
max. Not a 7" demo, this is worth more than a single listen 
End Records/PO Box 644 12/Milwaukee, WI 53204) 


TRAMLAW - Law Of Ave 


9 songs (ወ 2 minutes. Intense 


On side 


2petitive bass. The guitar moves through 
nerating anticipation of an absent cli 
SIS (Plat 


s CD 

dull stoner rock featuring that slick 
growling Marshall sound that ever unge band had to have back in 
1991. Add to that 8 vocalist who yowls, draws out certain syllables and 
sings yea-eh-eh for dramatic effect plus the highly sought afte rally 
good bass player" and you've got the effusive bombast of a hot frat bar 
band from. any college town, USA, Did this even have a drummer? 1 
only remember that the hi-hatwas too fucking loud, Surprise. Packag- 
ing includes the obligatory “look how stoned we are" photos. SIS (Doy 
house Records/PO Box 894/Toledo, OH 43623) 


24 IDEAS 7* 

Hight trav 3 ure covers) from this Barcelona hardcore punk band. They 
played their last show in 1994 so this is apparently a posthumous release 
Old school carly 80s hardcore is their reference, made obvious by the 
Negative Approach, YOT and 7 Seconds covers. The recordings, one 
side studio and one side live, are a bit thin, The vocals (in English) tend 
to be the loudest thing, so there is little energy captured. The heavy 
gatefold Sleeve, action photos and list of shows make this à good docu 
ment of 24 Ideas. SIS (Fragment Mu Apt. Co, 2.247/09080 Burgos/ 
Spain) 


Steve Snyder’s top ten 
Robert Smithson - Collected Writings 
STICKFIGURECAROUSEL - 7 
Death Valley National Park 
all the new records from Pittsburgh bands 
Doris Lessing - Canopus In Argos 
Cecil Taylor 
BOTCI ነነ 

WITCHKNOT 
pectacle M 


R HOFFNUNG: i.p 
12 song LP. Another standard punk rock record. By now the rules are 
clear: ching ching guit igainst power chord parts, a bassist 
that counts the rhythm, a drummer who plays fast to force some life into 
the songs and a vocalist with a declamatory yelp and a throaty singing 
tune; Though these folks seem accomplished at playing their instruments 
the songs they create are almost identical and rarely achieve any atten 
tion grabbing enc level. Includes‘one tune that breaks into the c 
tory ska rhythm. SJS (Broccoli Records/Iorg Gneiting/Imsand:2 
Linsen-Hofen/Germany) 


UNRUH- 

Four tracks: of twisted, chunky, chugga metallic hardcore. The songs 
have simple underlying structure but are stretched out with stop/start tempo 
shifts, some hrashing on the drums and thick splashes of guitar distor- 
tion. The two tracks on side one are to my ear the more interesting, they 
are connected by a thin line of feedback 
By contrast the tracks on the fli 
shouted vocals throughout give despairi 
screened heavy stock package. SIS. (K 
Salvador/Scottsdale, AZ 85258) 


d are full of noisy crashing 

> pretty ordinary. Hoarse 
and-apocalyptic lyrics. Hand 
ሀ Of The Monsters/8341 San 


around. 


UNION = 1n The Shadows CD 

8 tracks @ 24:14, Tough sounding New York City influenced hardcore 
with squeally guitar. mosh parts and the occasional metallic riffing. V 
cals are of the spitting out a foul taste style and are-too loud in this m 
The music is indistinguishable froma slew of similar bands, nothing more 
than background for the words which fall into two categories: “you were 
my friend. now I think you are pathetic" and “the system will fall." Same 


41 same old, SIS (Ferret Records/72 Windsor Dr/Eatontown, NJ 07724) 


V. RE 


ERSE ፡ Children’s Basic Concepts Through Music 107 
Eight tracks of fast. in your face punk rock from some of Chicago's Un- 


derdog Collective folks. Short and simple songs, only one longer than 
1:46 minutes, with twin guitar roar and confrontational vocals 
concerned with the history of punk and how much has changed 

Long explanations of each song are included inside the sleeve cover 
issues like gender roles, privilege and the commodification of punk. The 
music harkens back to tl y 80s underground, The. lyrics 

much about toda S (Underdog Records/2206 እ. Rockwell.S 

cago, IL 60647) 


WILLIS - 

Four tracks of incredibly simple pop punk. from Ravenna, Ohio. It seems 
the band barely t writing songs, But they have continuous harmoniz- 
ing and speedy delivery. The are a dull buzz that makes the music 
sound sparse and the songs are very short (Mother Box Records/60 
E. Denton Avenue/East Rockawa 


WILL HAVEN - wil 

Seven songs @ 24:46 minutes. Plodding and dull music. There are seven 
on this CD but each one sounds exactly like the others—I had to 
«the CD player to make*sure it was not skipping backwards. The 

tempo of each song is exactly the same. the guitar plays the same parts 

and the vocals make each song indistinguishable from the rest. A slick 

production job and slick booklet design polish off this tepid CD. SJS 

(Landspeed Records/26982 Safiro/Mission Viejo, CA 92691) 


WHIRLING PIG DERVISH : Three Small One Tall LP 
Scottish anarcho punk that has a furious bouncy bass beat and guitar 
noise. Similar to Dawson and Crass musically. Angry lyrics cover de- 
struction of political systems, Elvis, danger in the workplace, etc... Vo- 
cals are raw shouting with several voices trading off on some songs. 
Whirling and dervish are good words for this describing this music, a 
frenzied swinging mesh of drums, guitar, bass, voices and occasionally 
trombone or melodica. Lee Perry is mentioned in the thanks and there 
are several inclusions of reggae rhythm. 14 tunes in all. 5፲5 (Anony- 
mous Records/21 Greenholm Ave./Clarkston/ Glasgow/G76 7AJ/Scot- 
land/UK) 


WHATEVER... « Jabberwocky CD 

12 song CD - 31:48 minutes. Solid punk rock from the heartland (or 
rustbelt), Ohio. Against an onslaught of by the numbers records, What- 
ever manage an entirely listenable punk rock record. Thoughtful lyrics 
are a swell surprise, the guys play together very well and they seem to 
take the creation of a punk rock record seriously, Add a good mix to 
bring out the energy in the recordings and it comes together to produce a 
satisfying set of tunes, especially one track called “Another Fine Day” 
which achieves anthemic stature. Included is a Woody Guthrie cover 
which fits nicely into the set. SJS (Dead Beat Records/PO Box 283/Los 
Angeles, CA 90078) 


WITCHKNOT : Squawk LP 

14 tracks of subtle rhythmic punk stuff from this English band. Their 
fresh sound is constructed from polyrhythms, scratchy guitar strumming, 
excellent multiple vocal interaction and violin and cello for depth and the 
odd emotional impact those strings provide. The words are narratives 
from a critical political and social perspective. The nicest thing about 
this LP is the aural pleasure the voices and stringed instruments generate. 
Combining that with the pulsing beats Witchknot have tapped a musical 
vein familiar to The Ex + Tom Cora and NYC's Fish & Roses and that is 
a mighty fine place to be. SJS (Flat Earth Records/Bradford Music?/PO 
Box 169/Bradford/BD7 1 YS/UK) 


XMILK ፡ Function CD 

8tracks (ወ 14:16. From Barcelona blasts Xmilk, flying the flag of 1981 
hardcore loud and proud. No metal, no weightlifting, no hiphop cross- 
over, just flat out and as fast as possible hardcore where the singer has to 
struggle to keep up with the rest of the band. Lots and lots of words—all 
but one song in English which is disappointing because I prefer the guys 
voice when he sings in Spanish. Angry words about children raised to be 
machines, respecting diversity and being alone. Hardcore is apparentl 
alive in Northern Spain. SJS (B-Core Disc/Apt. Co. 35.221/08080 
Barcelona/Spain) 


Yer 
Eleven tracks of well recorded German crust punk. Lots of well inten- 
tioned lyrics, decent computer images on the sleeve and the songs are 
quite well done. I can’t say I hear anything that stands out, but that’s 
hardly a problem or anything. This is an adequate record in its genre. 
SJS (Anomie Records/Cheruskerstrabe 3/44793 Bochum/Germany) 


YOUTH IN ASIA : Absolutely Nothing To Fall Back On CD 
Ten songs plus one long bonus track. That old standby, ska punk, played 
by this Long Beach band. The songs are energetic with rough edges 
intact. Some political, some personal and some wacky lyrics with a sense 
of humor. Though this band has chosen the second worst name imagin- 
able they manage to rise a little bit above the generic-ness inherent to the 
ska punk thing to make a fun record. The last track is a long collage of 
bits.from live shows, between song banter, found sounds and some seri- 
ous copyright infringement that is actually móre fun than the other 10 
emm SJS (58 to Dental Records/1503 East Evans Lane/Placentia, CA 
92670) 


YUM YUM TREE : Riot Up Your Ass 7" 

4songs. Raw New York City buzzsaw punk. Angry vocals about confor- 
mity, relationships gone bad and attitude. It seems from the flyers and 
other info provided in the packaging these folks have been playing shows 
for a while and enjoy maintaining there DIY status. They have experi- 
ence playing their sloppy fun version of punk rock. SJS (Vital Music/ 
PO Box 210/New York, NY 10276) 


ZONE » The First Blow Is Half The Battle 7" 

4 tracks of crusty hardcore punk. Guttural and hoarse gang vocals low in 
the mix plus huge buzzsaw guitar sound and manic drumming—lots of 
cymbals, no double bass—are the pieces of this band sound. The songs 
have basic three chord change structure and the translated lyrics are con- 
cerned with life, war and fight to win topics. Fairly standard specifica- 
tions but this is done really well. Good recording job, shout along cho- 
ruses and plenty of short, fast and has a killer melody at it's core. Chalk 
one more fun record for H:G Fact. 5፲5 (H:G Fact/401 Hongo-M/2-36-2 
Yayoi-cho Nakano/Tokyo 164/Japan) 


ZOUD ፡ The Final Agony 7" 

Let's see, with song titles like "Sons Of Satan" and “Making Love With 
The Devil" and sound like Beelzebub's small intestine digesting Ronnie 
Reagan's diseased colon it might be assumed this is an early releases in 
the death/satanic metal family tree. The instrumental sludge and vocal 
wretching make this a truly ghastly example of a musical style which 
never became more than a poorly drawn caricature of it's intentions. SJS 
(Underwear On Trial Records/no address) 


SERAPHIM/CANDYLAND CAR CRASH : spit 7" 
Two bands that get along just fine on flip sides of this 7". The C.C.C. are 
faster and more chaotic of the two with some hyperactive vocals work 
and bouncy but rough music. These two songs start off nicely enough 
with minor key -melody on the guitar and singing voice but they soon 
begin to come apart at the seams as the guitar lines shatter into noise and 
distortionnger shrieks and the drummer splashes hard on the cymbals. 
By the end there might be a recognizable bass line holding things above 
calamity. Seraphim contribute one longer tune. It is slower with less 
chance of diving out of control though it completely revises it’s mood 
about halfway through. The song moves around its structure a bit but 
always returns to the unifying guitar riff. Nice and non-linéar post 
hardcore. SJS (Small Craft Advisory/PO Box 79246/N. Dartmouth, MA 
02747) 


PULLER/ROADSIDE MONUMENT : split CD 

4 song CD EP - 18:39 minutes. Puller are perfectly dressed and coiffed 
fortoday's tough alterna market. They turn in one entry to the apparently 
undead sensitive ballad sweepstakes and a dull and plodding version of a 
song by Roadside Monument. On the B side Roadside Monument fare 
somewhat better. A noisy trio with a marginally distinct guitar sound. 
One song starts slow, gets fast and then gets faster. The other starts with 
some feedback, gets fast and ends slow. Their songs are clever, very 
slick and not boring. SJS (Tooth and Nail Records/PO Box 12698/Se- 
attle, WA 98111) 


N.O.T.A/BROTHER INFERIOR : split 7" 

2 tracks each. Two hard rocking old school:type punk bands whip up 
some speedy slam and pogo inducing tunes. Brother Inferior give us 
anthems of fury and revolution with sing along melodies and a thick throb- 
bing musical attack. N.O.T.A. play sparser snottier music rife with fuck 
the world attitude. I think this is the same N.O.T.A. that put out some 
records on Rabid Cat 9 or so years ago. They have kept punk rock to- 
gether. SJS (Havoc Records/PO Box 8585/Minneapolis, MN 55408) 


SORE LOSER/CEDAR OF LEBANON : split 7” 

Sore Loser contribute two speedy happy punk tunes though the lyrics are 
introspective and a bit down. The excellent use of twin vocalists make 
these sing along tunes all the more enjoyable. Cedar of Lebanon are 
considerably more emotional. They contribute on long track of roaring 
guitars and raw voices meshed with a driving rhythm section. The quiet 
part is actually meaningful to the song’s development creating a nice 
moment of tension. Two worthy bands make this a nice find in the re- 
view stack. Lots of get acquainted information provided by the bands 
and label. SJS (Grimm Lake/PO Box 1888/Clute, TX 77531) 


CERULEAN/AZURE : split 7" 

Azure contribute two tracks of moody and noisy rock that shifts from 
slow clean guitar plucking to faster and distorted parts. Much distortion 
is used on the vocals throughout. Cerulean contribute à slow and brood- 
ing track that plays quiet parts off loud parts. The three guitars make 
some nice entwined sounds but not enough to be really special and the 
vocals are pleading and quickly become tiresome. SIS (Smith & Nephew 
CoD. Muller/Gr. Diesdorfer Strasse 64/39110 Magdeburg/Germany) 


AVULSION/FORCED EXPRESSION : split 7” 

Two sides of blurry, noisy thrashing about. Forced Expression have three 
vocalists used to decent effect-growls and yells. Avulsion have one growl- 
ing guy. The decent recording of these bands helps their music to stand 
out a bit from the thrash and death metal.mire. One track on the Avulsion 
side is longer with some nice part changes and noisy stuff. The Forced 
Expression tracks are shorter (7 in all), faster and quite harsh. SJS (Re- 
calcitrant Records/425 4th St. NE #2/Minneapolis, MN 55413) 


SOHCAHTOA/IN ANO : split 7" 

In Ano play a slow meandering tune that connects quiet and loud parts 
but can't manage any tension out of the interactions. The vocals are 
whiny and make the song that much less appealing. Sohcatoa play a 
similiar type of tune.but with more emphasis on repetition and heavier 
bass and guitar in the loud parts. They use dynamic composition to a 
fairly effective end. The tune has decent drumming throughout. To bad 
the bare rhythm that ends the track was not extended for another minute 
orso. SJS (Urinine Records/6808 Madison Drive/Indianapolis, IN 46227) 


STRING TRICKS/UNION BLUE : split 7” 

One track each from these Cincinatti combos. Union Blue play a me- 
dium paced droning rock tune. A bit of low fidelity recording sound, 
some Velvet Underground-like circular song structure and a high pitched 
guitar make up the music. The vocals shift from sing song to story telling 
as they pass through the words which ruminate on staying the same or 
changing. String Tricks have a straight ahad rocking mood with a strong 
vocal delivery from one Allison Gallagher. Some poetic words about 
snow and time mix with a crunchy guitar sound to make a,rough edged 
pop rock tune. SJS (Electric Field Dance/PO Box 19394/Cincinatti, OH 
45219) 


INVADERZ/SPECIAL GUEST : split CD 

25 tracks @ 47:08 mins. Invaderz play early 80s style hardcore with a 
goofy edge. It is fast and kind of fun but ultimately a hollow imitation of 
the bands that created the sound. The vocals tend to dominate singing 
some silly songs, a few that address political concerns and a lot of calls to 
serve God. Some very similar tracks by a former incarnation of Invaderz 
called Secular End follow. Special Guest also play fast early 80s hardcore 
though they often have some slower sections in their songs and occasion- 
ally throw in an unexpected bit of shouting or noise. They also fall back 
on the ska punk thing for one tune. Lyrics are nondescript questions 
about love and rulebreakers and a lot of talk about Jesus Christ as friend 
and saviour. SJS (Boot To Head/PO Box 9005/Portland, OR 97207) 


SURROUNDED/KRUTCH : split 7" 

Two tracks each by two bands from East Stroudsburg, PA. First off Sur- 
rounded are not a Blunderbuss tribute band. Both bands play street tough 
NY influenced metallic hardcore, Krutch have more fi in their recording 
and more chugga chugga, fast break mosh it up change ups but the vocals 
are forced and unpleasant and don't seem to mesh with the music. Sur- 
rounded suffer through their swamp gas murky recording quality to make 
two tunes of tight if standard mosh core with call and response gang 
vocals. Their drummer has his shit together which really helps to drive 
the songs home. Angry lyrics from both bands dis on friends gone bad 
and comment on life on the street. Xeroxed packaging with lots of unity 
in the scene attitude. SJS (Back Ta Basics/79 Third Ave. 2nd floor/ 
Paterson, NJ 07514) 


ENVY/SIXPENCE : split 7" 

Two complimentary bands share this 7". Denmark's Sixpence contribute 
one track of driving emotional hardcore with fierce vocals and a huge 
low end rumble. A good layer of noisy guitar and feedback fills out the 
song. Japan's Envy make music of a similar sound but their two tracks 
are slower and the bass is more open and fluid using little distortion. 
Good sounds all around and classy, subtle package. SIS (H:G Fact/401 
Hongo-M/2-36-2 Yayoi-cho Nakano/Tokyo 164/Japan) 


AMBASSADOR 9 NINETY/THE MAKESHIFT 
CONQUEST . 7 

The Ambassador 9 Ninety turn in two tracks of furious screaming and 
bashing chaotic hardcore. They flail their instruments and rip vocal chords 
but don't really produce much that is different from the many other folks 
working the same sonic territory. The Makeshift Conquest play one mid 
tempo tune with strum guitar and time kept on the cymbals. It's messy 
music with a high whiney vocalist that builds some tension but doesn't 
do anything with it. SJS (Voice of the Sky/1473 Neilave/Columbus, OH 
43201) 


GRIVER/HELLBENDER : split 7” 
Two tracks each from these North Carolina bands. The Griver tunes cofn- 
bine good melodies with spastic compositions and play it fast. Th fesult 
is a nice and fresh version of hardcore that is catchy and disc: i 
multaneously. Vaguely reminiscent of Circus Lupus if only 
singer has a voice like Chris Thompson. A good and raw“recording is 
loud in all the right places and the lyrics are chunky prose. Hellbender 
are nervous melodic rock in the Refrigeraor/Diskothi4 post innocence 


vein. The speedy pace, clever words and DES and raw vocals 


make this a pleasant listen that is marred only by the murky and com- 
pressed recording quality, especially on the;/$econd song. SJS (Fall 
Records/7121 Quail Woods Rd./Wilmingtorf, NC 28405) 


` ally interesting while not inhibiting a smooth read. Putting most of the 


V/A * Fragil compilation #1 7" 

Four band compilation that focuses on the chaotic hardcore type sound. 
Previl turn ina slower track while sidemates Palatka pound out their brief 
tune in a fury. Those two bands with Eurich emphasize the high end in 
their sound while The End Of The Century Party have a bigger bass wal- 
lop. Lot's of throat wrenching scree vocals top off each track. SJS (Fragil 
Records/PO Box 442/Ladson, SC 29456) 


V/A * God's Forsaken Children 7" 

A compilation benefit for criminalized people acting for animal libera- 
tion from Masburg, Germany. Four northern European bands contribute 
one track each. From Y a fast bit of thrashing metallic hardcore that ends 
in tribal drumming. From Profan a slow driving track that builds up a 
considerable amount of guitar noise. Fight Da Suckas have a long slow 
track with a much more emotional delivery and D' Rotzbouwen play loud 
and ripping hardcore with some metallic touches. They have intense 
female vocals as well. A small booklet contains a lot of information 
about some animal liberation/vegan organizations and situations as well 
as band info. It's all in German though. Nice job all around. 5፲5 (Dr. 
Struggles Record/Larsi Weckbecker/In Den Peschen 56/56761 Masburg/ 
Germany) 


V/A + With The Benefit Of Hindsight... CD 

13 tracks @ 32:02. A compilation of bands from South Carolina and 
Georgia all somehow affiliated with the 3 Day Hero label. A mix of 
metallic, emotional, spastic and melodic hardcore styles provides an over- 
view of what’s happening not just in the scene in question but probably in 
everyone’s scene. Since there is only one track per band no one on here 
gets tedious and since all the tracks are short the whole compilation is not 
a chore to listen through. SJS (3 Day Hero Records/311 University 
Commons/Cayce, SC 29033) 


V/A + Sapporo Hard Core Ball CD 

26 tracks at 70:47 minutes. One track each form 16 Sapporo bands. They 
range from slow and metallic to chug chug moshcore, sing along punk 
and noisy thrash. None of the bands stands out though, they are all equally 
good at what they play. This is a well recorded document of their scen 
circa now brought to us by an organization called Klub Counter Action. 
No information is provided about the Klub or the bands which is disap- 
pointing. SJS (Straight Up Records/owa Bldg. 2F 52W1/Cho-ouku 
Sapporo/Japan 064) 


V/A. * Switzerland’s Narrows 7" 

A four band compilation culled from the current crop of hardcore bands 
in the burgeoning Swiss scene. Tracks from O.C.M.E., Cwill, Recoil and 
Strike make up the music. They all have been heavily influenced by the 
sound of American Hardcore of present and the recent past. O.C.M.E. 
are mostly metal. Cwill have the late 80s straight edge sound and Recoil 
and Strike are similiar but have an emotional edge to their songs. The 
recording quality is not good on any track though. SJS (Peter/Prawda 
Records/Scholastikastr, 24/CH-9400 Rohrshach/Switzerland) 

[by the way this 7" is already sold out.} 


V/A * Inside Front ‘zine and comp. 7” 
The 7" is a compilation of four bands on Belgium's Good Life Records. 
One track each from Regression, Liar, Shortsight and Congress. Granted 
that they represent one label, the only distinction amongst these bands is 
the vocalist and recording quality. Musically they play chunka chunka 
metallic hardcore with Slayer, late 805 NYHC and early 90s death metal 
the most likely reference points. Congress are the most musically-adept 
though they suffer from thin torn to shreds vocals. The most intriguing 
track is from Shortsight due to the vocalist's strong singing of the words. 
These tracks do not sound like they were played by the same band, it just 
seems the four bands approach their music wit very similar intentions. 
That could be the Good Life philosophy. Inside Front bills itself “A 
Journal of Revolution and Hardcore Punk” and manages to live up to that 
lofty goal. Everything about this journal, and I believe that term is ap- 
propriate because these pages will probably be a relevant document for a 
good long time, exhibits the respect which those involved have for their 
project. ‘The graphic to text ratio is well balanced and the layout is visu- 


ads on the last pages is a very good decision. The written content is a 
cross section of the underground hardcore community circa now. The 
columns cover a wide range of topics and are written with intelligence 
and from informed points of view. One long column relating the events 
of travels in India has considerable potential but is unfortunately over- 


whelmed by the author's tendency to directly compare that nation’s cul” 


ture with North American culture and find himself aghast. Two page 
interviews with Congress and Timebomb go well beyond the ban 

sume information to discussions of personal and social issues, 
scene reports span the globe and 22 pages of long thoughtfi 
music reviews provide plenty of information for folks in se: 
words to accompany and energize their days. The auth 
their music philosophy while generally discussing tl 
qualities and graphic construction of the releases. 
agree with everything included in this journal 
That everything included is intelligent and vii 
isuplifting. SJS ($2 US or $4 World to Cri 
Drive/Atlanta, GA 30345) ኣ 


V/A. 
VA: ns 598, Las A 


let you know 
onic and lyrical 


o a growing community 
ink HQ/2695 Rangewood 


during live performances at KXLU by 
bands of every genre y ilk. Vol. 1 tracks were collected during 1993. 


1995 and include Kic 


fives, For Carnation, Oiler, Boy's Life and many simil 
s. The recording quality on these tracks is a bit mi 


Songs. SJS (KXLU Records/7900 Loyola Blvd./Los Angeles, CA 90045) 


V/A * Chicken Ranch Round Up II CD 

20 tracks @ 72:52. A compilation of bands the southeast + Texas. 
It can be assumed that this compilation exist to showcase the range of 
styles played by the bands involved. Unfértunately many of them fall 
into the crap rap mosh it up Sony approyéd punk. There are a few sensi- 
tive vocalists with loud guitar as apptoved by Geffen. The only info 
provided by or for these bands eir respective e-mail or snail mail 
addresses which I suspect meanshey have some desire to reach the wider 
audience of dreams. Unfortyffately nothing on this CD is more than a 
local version of somethin; 

compilations this is one 
Box 151922/Austin, 


the lessers. SJS (Chicken Ranch Records/PO 
78715) - 


is/crisp and adequately separated. Vol. 2 is more con- /ሥ 
sistently culled ffom indie pop and melodic rock performances and in-/ 


V/A ፥ If You Find The Ramp CD 
12 band 24 song CD - 70:11 minutes. A compilation representing skate 


punk bands from VA, NC, NJ, IL and MS. The alternagpunk sounds are 
rampant but a few bands do pull themselves out of the Tnorass. Maude 
Gone are fresh and pop punky, Algebra One turn in a pleasant anthem 
called Sabrina. Lost Tribe play some decent punk rock and Seething 
Grey have a sound reminiscent of the Jam. Everything else runs together 
which probably is just fine for an afternoon at the half pipe. Lastly, I 
believe that a half completed original song is far better addition to one's 
discography than a wacky version of some MTV classic. SJS (Delmar/ 
PO Box 5461/Richmond, VA 23220) 


V/A * Left For Dead LP 

This compiles tracks from 17 bands who call PA their home state. Nine 
from the western side and eight from the east. Included are bands of 
various sounds and ages from upstarts to scene elders, but there are all 
punks with strong DIY instincts and a good rockin time in mind. The 
folks involved are: Chase Squad, Darlings, Not Yr Friends, Worf, Daven- 
port, Caddies, Blinder, the Mollies and Press Gang from western PA. 
Kline’s Island, City 2000, Strychnine and the Rat Traps, Thee Autobots, 
Bomb Squadron, Grieving Eucalyptus, Dutchland Diesel and The Deal- 
ers from eastern PA. A bit of trailblazing through the healthy PA under- 
ground. Equally as much fun is the issue of Chumpire (#75) that comes 
with the LP in which Greg discusses many things about PA, from curiosi- 
ties to trivia that will fascinate anyone inquisitive about geography and 
local culture. Includes insights and facts about Route 6, bingo, school 
districts, cash crops and much more. SJS (Chumpire/PO Box 680/ 
Conneaut Lake, PA 16316) 


V/A» Rage Generation: A New Hope CD 

14 songs @ 34:41. Two songs each from seven bands out of the new 
school Singapore hardcore scene. The recording quality is unfortunately 
very muddy which does nothing to help distinguish one band from an- 
other, but I doubt that is important. The continued existence of the Lion 
City straightedge scene and the bands involved is the primary concern of 
this compilation and label. The first six bands play fast tempo angry 
hardcore without tempo changés. One band, Retribution are more profi- 
cient on their instruments and include a flashy guitar soló. The last band, 
Revolt have a more punk delivery. The vocals are all in English and 
cover the basics: standing true, social concerns and the scene. SJS (BLK 
225/Pasir Ris St. 21/#02-58, Singapore 510225) 


V/A * Back Asswards CD 

30 Pa ወ 62:47. A 30 band compilation providing a cross section of 
the current state of melodic punk in the US. The track listing reads like a 
run through the 1/4 and 1/6 page adds in MRR. ‘It doesn't all sound the 
same but there are only subtleties distinguishing many of these bands. 
Two or three tunes rise above the buzz: an older track form Rhythm Col- 
lision, the McRackins, Fat Day and maybe Donuts ‘N Glory. A fun listen 
the first time through. Doubtful it could be handled in it’s entirety more 
than once, As a document of 30 DIY punk bands out to have a real cool 
time and make some rock and roll for the kids in the process this is a 
success. SJS (Interbang/620 W, Spruce Street/Ravenna, OH 44266) 


photo by Nick Shaw 


photo by Nick Shaw 


SnydeR 13 


DILPINGER 4 . 


THESE T-SHIRTS AVAILABLE 


FOR $?ppd in the U.S. ($8 CANADA / MERICO ፥ $10 QUERSEAS) 


»god dave us 


Anti-Abortion policies 
have nothing to 


do with murder; Musi 

they have to d PRINTED 0N RGAE " C and 

women in chans. | UNBLEACHED COTTON SHTS * Courage 

ዌ PLEASE SPECIFY t Sing. 
MEDIUM, LARGE or X-LARGE 4 
Song 19" 
serotonin 

„debut ep* 


።ፀዐ sea Harriet and Armstrongs Secret 
Niñe rock your town on their January tour « 
this one is two-sided 
4 front — back > 


ted chinesas 710" is five, 7 "is three in US« 
tomake onc fut coat 
checks, mo's to W.LaGrone 


DOUBLE AGENT-210 LEWISBURG AVENUE 
FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE 37282084 USA 
DOUBLE AGENT-210 LEWISBURG AVENUE 
FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE ፡፡ረ54064 USA 


CASH OR MONEY ORDER TO: ERIC GERVASI" 142 FRANKFORD RUE. » BLACKWOOD, NJ 08012 
SEND A STAMP FOR OUR FULL CATALOG OF T-SHIRTS & PATCHES 


number four out now! 
80 offset pages of small print 


* activism * trainhopping * 
wendy-o matik * ecology 
* development * traveling * 
modern day US imperialism 
e rants * interviews * stories * columns * 
fighting nazis * life * love * discontent 

* more * 


. because the political is the 
personal... 


$2.00 postpaid 


Spectacle / c/o Theo Witsell 
1010 Scott St. / Little Rock, AR 


72202/ USA 


distros please get in touch! 


Premonition, Prevail (2 songs), Black * ^Y 4 
Merinos (members of In/Humantty and. 
AntiSchism), Level Head, Fragment, 99 
Stretch Armstrong, Ground, Self, 
į Jackleg (Ex-Premonition), Frownies, 
andthe Pull-Outs.  ፄ6 ppd. 


Self oss 

; Code name: Spivey 
16 song CO Melodic punk from S.C 
Check it out! - ። $7 ppd. 


Also carry: —— ‹ ው AD -Their final seven inch record: 

ic de split 77^ - As 4 4 B Y YOUR SIDE 
A cd Stretch Armstrong split7” ጤ : A 7 2 2222፡፡ s PRUNUS 

l” = $3 ppd. each or both for $5 ppa. í "M 


Please make checks,money orders,or | 
cash payable to Garrett Grashuis. 
Foreign please add extra. Thanks! 

311 University Commons 

Cayce, SC 29033 (803) 739-1452. 


4 


Kaisersfeld 98 . 46047 Oberhausen Germany Fax. + (0) 208 / 870657 


LOVI | I RE co RDS D.C. is on fire! Pers iflage, a book of 8 short stories by 
8 different people is still available and 


5800 West Friendly Ave. Box 17358 sitting in my closet. So, if you were really 
Greensboro, NC 27410 a good person who liked to support DIY 


attp://www-personal.umich.edu/-adysart/lovitt/ projects, you would buy several copies 
: and do your part to make me an 


extremely wealthy man. If you'd like a 
copy (or 8, maybe) the price is $4 ppd in 
the good ole USA. Those who live 
outside the US shall have additional 
postage fees levied against them. 


M^. 
«fon n" I still am very much in favor of people 
Monorchid Let Them Eat $8.00 LP helping me out in the distribution 
department. I’m easy to deal with, as 


; $ ፡ i long as you aren’t Christian or 
cajun-core band of the century. Washington, DC is anything stupid like that. 


on fire! A Cash or M.O. to Chad Miller c/o 


“House of Saunter 


x ክኣ ፤ 
coming soon: Sleepytime Trio LP, send stamp for catalog of other Lovitfare : 405 E. 31st, Apt.2A Austin, TX 78705 512.494.1198 
ኗ NR NDA RR. g 


13 songs of barn-burnin’ mayhem by the premiere 


Nervous Wreck Kids Fall 1996 


checks payable to derek barker 


wnte for wholesale info 


add postage for overseas. 


nervous wreck ki 
claremont, ca 91711 
dbarkergpomuna. edu 38 


p.9. box 1221 


arousel 


am L eea "z 


. musica satanico para los ninos... 


St ickfigurecarousel 7”s out now! 


“2 songs here: one to destroy your internal organs 
and the other to hit hard and heavy blows to your 
heart! * -- the “infamous” Chip Watson 


Send $3.00 ppd., m.o., checks to Steve Aoki 
a split release with Bastille Records 


Upcoming releases: 


Mission Impossible 
vinyl of the demo 


recording 
Dim Mak Records 
= 


\ PO Box 14041 Santa Barbara, Ca 
f 93107. 805.685.1336 


Ochre/Left for Dead 
split 7” with Phyte Records 


el seesaw 7" 


target january 1997: the button men 7", 


griver LP 


8 songs about communication 


hellbender / griver Split 7" 


2 songs per band. features hellbender's 
first officia] "rock" song. 


comp schmomp CD 
halfman, griver, 
tion * about 20 more bands 


passive retainer #2 
interviews w/ j-church & gus (fl) *tons of 
writings. 42 xeroxed pages. 


ppd in US. 
money to 
dave laney. 


ያረረ 


wilmington nc 28403 


2518 mimosa place. 


..smooth lips recordings.. 


- : Y " 
out: :nobuhjest: - 7 
a poppy mix of love, hate, and heartbreak. some say 
garden variety mixed with unwound.....? there's only 90 left. 


soon. mohinder - 12" 


all previous material, with live; unreleased, comp 
tracks, and noise. will be out in late springtime. PREORDERS 
ACCEPTED. CD on TREE LAB.. 


- sleepytimetrio/400 years - split 7" 


caution. sleepytime have the ex-max colby virus, and 400 
years have the ex-groundwork disease. 1 song each, 
out in spring also. please PREORDER ,Sleepytime and 400 
years will be in europe may, june, and maybe july. stay tuned. 


stores: lumberjack, rhetoric, polyvinyl, very, and more have them all soon. 
preorders get free stuff, when items shipped. 


7"— $3ppdUS . $5ppdWORLD 
12"=$7ppd . $10WORLD 
http://www.netrunner.net/~smthlps 


postbox 165736 . miami, florida . 33116-5736 


latex genera- 


ak Fr That Fd Ran 

ዚዜ s er The Cy ፡ 

l ርነ/ን ፡ 

| as 

| Flax * | 

| ር 
| 1 POBox tT Amherst NY Az 


25 song iced ponis i RESERV OLR | WWioCkfetish.comlroundflaU ፡ 


iy 11... 
፡ NT Send For A Free ' 


dti Dee ENIM 32 Page Catalog , 
CR qu MOMMA EIU | 1 Packed With 9000 Items! ı 


Li 


is 


ppd PO Box 141048 mpls, 


orders to steve smillie, mention where 


edison 004 
COALESCE 


d x standpoint from minneapol 


| while quer i 


up next Vient fall 


et color vin 


Limited colored vinyl 
VERY. Kids, send 52 
Rätz; Rhetoric, ይ Others: 0 4 ther label's stuff. 
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Uu The Ground 'zine. Send articles, poetry, and whatever you 
want and I will send you a copy. Bands; send demos, etc, for review. 
The 'zine will be sold in eight different European countries and 
Australia. More distributors needed! Classifieds are 20¢, advertising 
1/4 page $1. Send everything to: Kalpakidis Makis/B Side-Street Ag. 

Stefanou 6/Neapoli 56727/Thessaloniki/Greece ! 


V iacos live trader looking for new contacts around the “1:89. 5681 
me your list. I can do conversion NTSC/PAL.: Luca Evangelista/Via 
Pietro Maffi 40/20157 Milano/Italy IN | 


Mani is the Bastard/Capitalist Casualties split 125 

Does anyone have a copy for 8816/88067! || 11 

Will throw down $$$ for it, or will trade video (ask fox ist). 
Bill Henson/3204 Burleigh Ln./Woodbridge, VA ; nM 


Ones: t-shirts. Send a 32 cent stamp for a free catalo 
get a sticker for mentioning HeartattaCk! Rhubarb t-sl rts 
30326/Philadelphia, PA 19103 or check us out | 
www.weblinc.com/rhubarb 


- You'll 
Box 


H, jaded punks wanting to dump your las a Tm king for: 

Blast In My Blood LP and esp. t-shirt, diy [.0 a Crate! T. Ad = 
1st LP, Moss Icon Lybernum LP. or split with Silver B 

Hated, early ABC Diablo. Send prices በር! st to: Blair id BIZ 
Rocky Pt. Rd. ET WA peor 
1 ፻፲ 

1 gets you 60 word classified and à i copyiof d: d 
appears in. Each ad will be printed in 2 conse ütive 
For outside U.S. send $2. Tyawn Addine/PO 


ad first 
issues. 


1 ጨጩ Wanted!!! for Five Kn 
a scammer/hacker guy and also a puni 
up and coming fanzine, and hey, MR 

Greg/PO Box 1235/Greenwood, 


The Closet (N. Little Rock, Arkan: 
Fridays and Saturdays 183 FM W 

cassette for a radio show (88.3 FM 

(501)847-3366/17456 Oak Fore: 


Wan live footage of: Pitchforl 
Ku Kim, Slint, Rodan, Don Caball 
Will buy/trade-for videos of: Hooyer, Hose 
Contact: D. Jackson/985 Yello 


M oninaer- the Missi 
Arc, Bleed, Harriet the 5) 

$5 (rest of world). Fona i 
SASE to Vomitorium/PO 


V ጠጨ Bleed, Born 
Los Crudos, Rors 
Mouthpiece, MK: Ul 
Charles Brons 
Supression, Euchaj 
shows, hardcore 
comps, and Rud: 
movies. Trade or 


27231 Tortoise 
Springs, FL 3392 
97 write to 1325 


80's (“Youth 
give you $5; 
Sand “want” and “ol 
Thorsten/Am Muhl 
48308 Send 


Neighbors, A te tiz 
Alcoholics. 7"s are $3ppd U. 
Dirty Records/PO B 


Unig Power Records. : of Fire (CT)/Capgun (NYS 
now. Still available Line of Fire Your Side EP..$3 (US 
(Can&Mex),$5 (World). Send SASE for more ihifo to Dan Hi 
„Winthrop Rd. (yator, CT 06095 _ 


lo Cents. 
pd. 5ppd World. Mik 
169, INA RUNS 


Las Maiden stuff wanted! If you've go it, then T 1l bu: 

me with a list and prices (please be réasonable, Iain't rich). 1 have all 

the albums, but 1 11 buy anything you're willing to part with. Cam 
Pipes/2410 Nottingham Rd./Victoria, BC/V' 88 6C3/Canada 


ZINE NEEDS YOU. Í need cofuatfins, rants,córnics, stufPfór i 


review, whatever. You want one, send $2. Wanña write, write meand 
tell me what you wanna do, Ben Dally/8297 Grafton-Ave/Cottage _ 
Grove, MN 55016-2672/E-mail: LameBrian4 @aol,com 


EonewetaksUnrah split 7” soon. More good shit in the works. 
Distributors and kids get intouch. Feast and Famine/PO Box 10221/ 
Scottsdale, AZ 85271< One day it will come. 


M uico hek from: 7 Seconds, Black Flag, Bouncing Souls, 
Chokehold, DK's, Earth Crisis, GG Allin, Descendents, Integrity, 
Minor Threat, Misfits.,, etc. 120 min. $10ppd. Send SASE for list. 
Traders welcome. 2 week delivery. DeadXStop/ 
PAGE 18 8127 Waterbury #203/Woodridge, IL 60517 


| Usa: Distribution is looking for (sXe) hc demos 


d I will pay good money for: Soul Side's first two 12"s, Fear of Smell 
comp., MITB/Born Against 8", Evergreen 12", anything by Happy go 
Licky/One Last Wish, the Faith ep, Rorschach/Neanderthal 7". Write | 

to: Jesse/1205 E. Hubbell St./Phoenix, AZ 85006 


H., You also need to buy these records too. Adam’s 

Alcoholics Menace To Society 7”. The Feds/No Cents split 7”. 

The Feds sound kinda like Rancid and No Cents plays pop punk. 

7”s are $3 U.S./$4 N.A./$5 World. Dirty Records/PO Box 
6869/Glendale, AZ 85312 


Grave A: The Best Of... Two 90 min. tapes with 
Deadandgone, Milkfat, Onemanrunning, Siren, Among the 
Thugs... more $5. Also Live At The Phoenix 90 min. tape 
with Rancid, Blackfork, Engage, Fifteen, Zoinks... more 

$3. Unreleased trax on both. PO Box 15306/Santa 
Rosa, CA 95402 


and fanzines to distribute in Europe. Get in touch (if 
| possible with sample) if you want to sell something or 

ከክ our list: Undertone/Am Muhlenbach 14/48308 
Senden/Germany 


U, the reader, to send me anything you wrote 

my new ‘zine, Stutter. All stories and essays. 

ws, reviews. Half-artistic emo. Half-humor. 

Looking for something sorta new. Mike/33122 Santiago/ 
y Dana Point, CA 92629 


C 16 Taken For Granted 7". 4 personal, tight, 
hardcore songs. $3ppd US, $4ppd Canada, $5ppd 
world. US funds except Canada. We need help for west y 
coast toür spring '97. 285 Qn. Tamara Way/Calgary, AB/ v 
T2J 4E6/Canada 


yo Youth Federation/Box 511/Eau Claire, WI 54702. Books, 
| pamphlets, stickers, patches, propaganda, free shit. Chomsky, 
Kropotkin, Goldman. Environment, capitalism. Working to unravel 
humanity’s strife. Everything else imaginable. American imperialism, 
global economy, resistance, post industrialist insurrection, Much more. 
Send SASE. 


Discount i is Florida’s finest female-fronted pop-punk, Ataxia’s 
Alright Tonight CD $8ppd. Write for free catalog and sticker. Records 
ከሃ: Everready, Tiltwheel, Hemlock, Tanner, J Church, and more. 
Liquid Meats/PO Box 460692/Esccndido, CA 92046.0692/USA 


o you have pictures? What a coincidence. So do I. ‘Let’ 8 trade. I 
have MITB, Men's Recovery Project, Mineral, FYP, Unbroken, Ignite, 
Neurosis, Farside, and many more. I'm looking for everything (esp. 

Born Against, Heroin, etc. and old school sXe hardcore). Chip 
Watson/1552 Ocean Blvd./Balboa, CA 92261 


Goa things: trees, sincere people, dancin’, dogs, 

yummy vegan food, Ottawa, mail, vii 

disaffect. Even better thing(s): y 

really nice letter and sending 

Mark/MO746 Jester Center/ 
Street/Austin, TX 78: 

Murie, where 


Serious Punk 

Ass kicking con 

now forming, : 
qui 


rave, 
Y odas and aimless walk, 


"you only want to talk 
d: we 


8680 your ዩ; its/trades lists to: Bruno/PO Box 447/8-9000 Gent I 
Belgium. Loads of Euro punk vinyl available for trade. e-mail: 
Hendrik.Dacquin @rug.ac.be (mention “Pyrrhus” in subject). 


| jueves for: Moss Icon/Silver Bearings LP. Moss Icon 7"s, Hoover 
LP, Hoover 7"s, Hated LP, Hated 7's, Lync - Mhz/pan 7", Lync - 
Pigeons 7", Cap'n'jazz 7"s, Dahlia Seed/Mothman 7", Evergreen 
demo. I have lots of records for trade. I will also buy. Mark Velo/ 
2155 Kentucky St./Bakersfield, CA 93305 


| pP anacea, a 'zine from Oregon: new issue features interviews with 


Berzerk and Yankee Wuss and it's a split issue with All the Pretty 
Houses 'zine. $2 or send stuff for review. 
PO Box 123/Gaston, OR 97119/USA 


P. bags for sale. 7"-3 mils.: 100 for $5, 500 for $16, 1000 
. for $26. 12"-4 mils.: 50 for $6, 100 for $11, 500 for $50, All 
prices ppd. Send cash or money order to: Chris Cabay/429 
Circle Ave./Forest Park, IL 60130. I sometimes like to 
trade for hardcore records for my distro. Give me a 

call. (708)366-5646. Please use home 
#2 for forty address, not PO Boxes, so I can UPS the 

3/4 bags. Thanks. 


Poss. $1 & I stamp each. The 
Business, Anti Nowhere League, 
Crimpshrine, Econochrist, Conflict, Op 
Ivy, and Subhumans. Mike B./PO Box 
6869/Glendale, AZ 85312-6869 


Med isn't the only band from 
Tacoma, WA. Harkonen is described as 
dark, brutal, and emotional hardcore. 
Harkonen demo is $3 ppd to: 2918 
North 16th/Tacoma, WA 98498. 
Trades are welcome. Looking for 
feedback. 


A a ፲ started Urinine Records 
" when I realized I was too 
old for punk, too poor 
for hardcore and bored 
" by emo. Post-punk? 
Neo-hardcore? Noise? Whatever. SASE 
io 8 Madison Dr./Indianapolis, IN 46227 for info. 


Pu. For Following Records: DIRT Just An Error LP; 
VOORHEES/STALINGRAD split 7"; EA80-202; ENT 1 
12”; V/A The Alf is Watching You LP; V/A Airstripe One LP; offers to: 
Paul Mentz/Drygalski Allee 111/81477 Munchen/Germany 


N. Retreat/Passover split CD out now on Yo!Go! Records. You kids 
will flip a floorpunch over these 13 tracks of raging Pennsyltucky 
hardcore. $8 ppd to Cliff Dean at PO Box 90221/Pittsburgh, PA 

16038. Distributors please write! 


Demos and shows: Deadandgone, Neurosis, Fifteen, Tilt, Nuisance, 
Schoolbox, Avail, Inquisition, Los Crudos, OPIV, Crimpshrine, Siren... 
more. 5bux for full 90min. tape. Send to GRADE A/PO Box 15306/ 
Santa Rosa, CA 95402 


Hap: Looking for any kind of correspondence. Suggested topics: 
the commodification of HC, Armageddon, how much you think I suck, 
etc. Also looking to swap tapes or fanzines. Response guaranteed! 
Send to: Nate/11569 Embers Ct./Reston, VA 20191 


Looking for original press, bootleg, and live youth crew records. 
Verbal Assault Trial, Beyond, Shelter Quest..., Straight Ahead, COS, 
YOT, and so on. Also any shirts or X swatches. Will buy! Please 
contact! Brian Jordan/245 Secor Ave. E./Stroudsburg, PA 18301/call 
(717)476-0547/e-mail xbri717x Gptdprolog.net 


V V -G.O.LM.P. ‘zine is looking for columnists. Write whatever you 
want (political, personal, etc.) and I'll most likely print it. No sexism, 
racism, homophobia: You'll get a copy when the issue comes out. 488 

Green Bay Rd./Highland Park, IL 60035 


I *m a 17 year old, drug-free male looking for pen-pals. I’m into hip- 
hop music, and some punk. I also enjoy poetry and art. Please write. 
Micah/4545. Kingwood Dr. Apt. 1522/Kingwood, TX 77345 


Banas and labels get in touch for shows and distro all over Texas. 
Send phone and vitals, Likis/PO Box 161/Troup, TX 75789/U.S.A. 
All styles welcome, bow to the MAAT. 


Wanten: A Swatch X Watch. I've looked everywhere but just 
can't find one. Will buy and/or trade. Also looking for Chain of 
Strength, Burn and Insted shirts. Please write to Andrew Horton/PO 
Box 481/Hope Valley, RI 02832 


Ta. End of the Century Party 7", Reversal of Man 7", Christopher 
Robin 7" (repress). $3 ea. ppd. Valrico Records/PO Box 679156/ 
do, FL 32867. In Feb. Cease 12" $6, Bent River Dryad 7” $3. 


ር በበር unlove! $jab! the debut CD-demo ኩሃ [ከፎ guilty Bloodfish. 
"mins of abrasion! $8ppd. to: Bryan Mehr/c/o Crakt Disc/ 

Capitol St. #B/Salt Lick City, UT 84103-1709. 

Limited to 800. 


My address is Jeff Hardcastle H-83281/PO 
880, CA 93409. I'm 28 white/Indian punk 
p Ivy. ends doing time, answers all 


ሚኒ 


. flyers, interviews, old sXe 
"buy or trade. Please help. 
id Giy, Sb 7701 ር 
Any patrons looking 
and write us here because 
Pi agr miss you. New Raw rias on the Scaffold ‘zine with 
; Tonie loy and lies and romance and poetic rock history, plus new 
releases out soon. Write! 4101 La Bellina/1-2-4 Shioyaki/Ichikawa- 
Shi/Chiba-Ken 272/Japan 


1. ልቧ band? Touring the southeast? Don't forget about Charleston, 
SC. Call or write if you are interested in doing a show here. Brian 
Cooper 803-207-1746; 7620A McKnight Dr. Apt. M-57/North 
Charleston, SC 29418 


Founestion for the Enlightenment of Todays Youth is in the process 
of gathering all intelligently written articles that have anything to do 
with the counterculture. If it should be distributed, please send it to 

F.E.T.Y/PO Box 9734/Greensboro, NC 27429 


B AST music 'zine focuses on unsigned bands in metal, hardcore, 
gothic and industrial. Bands send demos, cheap ad space. For a copy 
send $2 cast to: Bast c/o M. Hughes/358 Moscow St./San Francisco, 

CA 94112 


" 
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of the Amazon & its native peoples. 


digenous reserves for 
who stand in their way 
EAnTHCULTURE 
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a benefit show. Do someth 


Maho 


Phone & Fax: 910-854-2957 


Do 


PO Box 4674. Greensboro, NC 27404 
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female—19% $ male—81% 


SEXUAL ORIENTATION... 
heterosexual—82% * gay—3% 
bisexual—13% * asexual—2% 
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677-1990 8 10—23% 


ሙሙ LS cuya 
a 
* 


nan 
"ip to 153% © 19 140 
0 20/21— 3096. . 


SEGA Omod lM 
gi d 5 24/25---7% * 264—996 
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Gea ር 


GHT-EDGE? 
ሃ65--49% . በ፦-ዳ1 1% 


A 


€ ሃጅ--ዩ9% * no—31% 


vegetarian—53% . vogna ees . camiygre — 1879.7 
à =ሙ-ሦጫ 


-፦ 


ToraL PoLts—620 


WERE You STRAIGHT ፻፻068- AT Some Ber? 


SuouLp HAC Have PRINTED Dana’s LETTER? 
yes—77% * no—23% 


ARE You PRO- Or ANTI-PORNOGRAP 
pro-porn—62% * anti-porn—38 


ARE YOU AGAINST CENSORSHIP? 
yes—87% * no—13% 


Does It INCLUDE Racist LITERATURE OR Po 
i --81 
0] Me» ee ly ia aa ems -— X3 1 


ids "ARE You PRO- 08 ANP ን እን. 
ye pros 7246 * anti—28% i. 


Favorite Television sA 
Simpsens, Seinfeld, X-Files, ፒከሬ 1368. 90210, Star Trek, Roseanne, TV. 
Nation, ER, Sedi us Five, ደገ Dope, 20/20, Ren & Stimpy, Beavis and | 
የ" Babylon 5, Kung Fu, 
sh Prince, Young Ones . : 


- What is your all time favorite ‘zing: 
HeartattaCk, Cometbus, Maximum Rock'n'Roll, NoAr 
"Existence, Hardware, Anti-Matter, Spectacle, Dear Je , Anxiety Closet, * 
Slug ይ Lettuce, Second Nature, I'm Johnny and I Diri't Give a Fuck, f 
Taylor's Daughter, Flipside, Change, Fucktooth, Icarus Was t, Simba, Tatterfrock, 


ሪ ፍጭ. መ: cce Not Even, Probe, Burn Collector, Anti, Dysfunction, 
à ARE You A Vio? A- ፡ 


En 


* yes—27% * wf 
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Ago 


ape 


ም assioni 19" ——" BH 


ot enough-246 ጭዥ 
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pels . no—38% 
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yes—52% + ተሌ. ጋ too young—17% 


Do You LIKE E PARENTS? - 
yee . ~12% * sometimes—6% 


s x 
" You gems -PIERCINGS? 
6--34% ም 


Y Books Dayou READ A YEAR? 

%xe1-3—12% * 4-6—14% 
{6% * 11-14---12%' 

NIA * 21-30—1296 


ፅ' U OWNA COMPUTER? 
M ye pmo ee 


o Vadnai 


es—— 7496 «* no—2 


Do You Warcu TV? ' 
(oe Be D21% 


Wi: ፡ 811 VoN Havoc? 
'yes— 17490 * no—83% 


Bes» 3 58; T% er Me, Peaches and Herbicide, Con(tra)science, Plot, Rust, No 175 ራያ a Fane 
# ae ዋሌ 
A M 


M. What is your all time favorite ban 
Fugazi, Born Against, Jawbreaker, Minor Threat, 
~ Descendents, Gorilla Biscuits, Los Crudos, Avail, E 
ry es Misfits, Rites of Spring, Cap'n Jazz, Rorschach, M 
Today, Black Flag, Frail, Hüsker Dü, Shotmaker, Man is the Bastard, Chain of Strength, | 
OrdinatiGfP@E Aaron, Spitboy, Still Life, Sonic Yoüth, Discharge, Iron 8 
ger rie Bead Kear ለጨ Sleater Kinn 


en, Heroin, Dag Nasty, 


rains, Christie Front Drive, 


ii 
z apit A- Ham, Jade Tree, ge rs inital Profane xi 


Reservoir, Flat Earth, Gravity, Revelafion, Vélmifozai"Skuld; ookout,Art Monk ፲፻ 
Construction, Bloodlink, field, Troublemah, Prank, Victory, ison, Tribal Wag ፲ ; 


Ne: Md 
e: Bpvine, Empty, Havoc, Geri 
à : | 

, King Tiie ጠህ, Crucial Response, Common Cans, Love, Alte Ftit Tentacles, Old Glory, X-Mist 


— " 


T SS HeartatiaCK Cometbus, Icarus Was Right, Spectacle, Hardware, L'in ጄ 
any and I Don't Give a Fuck, Change, Punk Plant, Probe, Profapy 
Existence, Fucktooth, Second'Nature, Maximum Rock'n’ Rall Dogprint, Secret s aj 


e Files of -— Sissy, Slug & Lettuce, Plot, Extent, Dove Chil yaylor's Dauglites 
AA A oe 4 
ኤ. 


Punx Collective, Inside Fron 
i 


', Searbh of Serenity 


4 
ፋ A} 
What was the worst ‘zine of 19961: | ጫላ. 
ገ ን Rotk’n Roll,.Punk Planet, Flipside, Hea Ck, Dogprint, &. ; 
S'Everi the Score, Retrogression, $ Second Nature, Simba, ATR, Extlfmty Trustkill, sd 
ép a From the ደረ Mine, Spinsterwitch/Alien, Change, No Labels, Pall Mal! Soup, 2 ibe, Slut Magnet, Words af q $ 


ing: nverge “f decia 
"sky' um se edP 12". Avai “4am friday" 
12”, Three Studies for a Crucifixion/Coleman 12", Mah isthe Bastard bh 
“thoughtless” 12”, Propagandhi “less rock" 12”, His ‘Hero is G pneg”, C 
Deadguy 10”, Union of Uranus “disaster by design” 7"x2, Sleafer Kit — : 
doctor", Texas is the Reason “do you know who you are?", Aus ፳ዐቪርበ”ዝክ፪ system works" 12”) 
Braid “age of octeen”, Seein' Red 7”, Eucharist 12", Neurosis “through silver in blood"; Spitboy/Los Crudos:12” 


። Mv a A 12", Fall Silent “no strepeth ta | 
የናማ Man is the Bastard/Locust 10", . " “shine'so bright $”, Monster X 7", Systral 4 X 
i PE 
ና What was the worst record of 1996 i 
Earth Crisis “gomorrah’s season...” 12", One Life C *crinfe ridden NE 
society" 12", Path of Resistance “who dares; wins", Htoihise Ring 127] | 
Young Pioneers 10", Integrity “humanity is the...” 12”, M p Ri ation"; | 
love” 12”, Total Chaos 12”, Brother’s Keeper “the continuum’ -Ignot T oe E 
T", Descehdents 12", Van Pelt "stealing from” 12", Agent Orange "vii findest tabled2 
Ink and Dagger 7", Apt. 213 "children should play" 7", Jéanne d'Arc ue Sut v" ok i 
“Weasel, Nas “it was written", Boys Life 12”, Carcass “swansong”, Crucifix f 
assembly required”, F.Y.P. “toilet kids bread” 12", C.R. 7", Third World Planet/Repub! 
Constatine Sankathi/Bev Clone 7”, Jara “we are all downwinders" 7", Metallica, HeartattaCk # Ps 
ን: 
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What was the best new band of 195 


Cites 
Dagger, Kiss it Goo . Fit for Abuse,, 


| Absinthe, Charles Bronson’ Instil, Parades End, Piebald, 1 orpuich, Elliot, -/ 
Eurich, Boy Sets Fire, Submission Hold, Dead Stool Pigeon, Roswell, Anti-Product, Blue 3 
Tip, Cerberus Shoal, Republic of Freedom Fighters, Fall Silent, Get-Up Kids, Goodbye, Blue 
Monday, Hal al Shedad, Quixote, Man Afraid, Race Traitor, Jesuit, Swing Kids, Thirty Stcond Motion Picture, 
Triceratops, Karate, Monorchid, The Gain, Sweet Belly Freak Down, Pinkerton Thugs 
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Trek, Roseanne, TV 
& Stimpy, Beavis and 
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x ጭካ“ Prince, Young Ones |g 
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iglebox, Spirals Upward, 


yen, Schism, Surprise Attack ኤ 
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Crass, Smiths, 
71/0900, Infest, 
Icon, Youth of 
d, Chain of Strength, ; 
len, Heroin, Dag Nasty, 


ainis, Christie Front Drive, 


ill Rock Starts. 


nce, Mountain, “| 


il, Edison, Tribal Wai 


bvine, Empty, Havoc, 
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,|Probe, Profape , 
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Los Crudos:1 
Slient “no strepeth & 


IX 7", Systral 


wv? 


Ring 127 
destination 


fè ridden ,| 


Goodbye, Blue 


Motion Picture, 


What was th 
Avail, Seein* 
Torches to Ros 

is the Basta 
Promise Rin 
Prophecy, By 
His Hero is 
Refused, Assi 
Anasarca, Dead ( 
Fire, Palatka, 
Absinthe, M 
Suppression, Sn 
Inkwell, Jenny Pic 
454, Lifetime, Despair, 
Tgnota, Fugazi, Gauze 
Years, A Minor Forest, Jos 


Unwound, 


What bant 
peo} 

Los Crudos, | 
Man is the Bas 
to Rome, Tri 
Lifetime, S 


Crucifixion, Ri 
Hundred Year 
Julia, Indecisio 
Suffer, Propagat 
acti 

Constatine Sank 
Assfactor 4, Drift, | 
Braid, One Eyed € 
Eleven Thirty Four, E 
Disembodie Day, 
Endeavor, I Spy, J Chu 
Girl th Crisis, Ire, Jihad 
Piebald, Plow United, Spiri 


Ron 


What band 
* peg 
Earth Crisis, | 
& Dagger, 
Traitor, Enk 
Scully, Ende 
Neurosis, Texa: 
Voodoo Glow S 
4, Sensefield, $ 
Shotr ነ 
Citizen Fish, Submacl 


Prom 


What was the best live band? 
Avail, Seein' Red, Los Crudos, 
Torches to Rome, Neurosis, Man 
is the Bastard, Drop Dead, 
Promise Ring, One Eyed God 
Prophecy, By the Grace of God, 
His Hero is Gone, Converge, 
Refused, Assück, The Make-Up, 
Anasarca, Dead Guy, Misfits, Boy Sets 
Fire, Palatka, Submission Hold, 
Absinthe, Mineral, Race Traitor, 

apcase, Ink & Dagger, 
colo, Julia, Karp, Kerosene 
C.R., Constatine Sankathi, ex- 


Years, A Minor Forest, Joughdawnbaker, Suffer, Rye Coalition, 


Unwound, Monster ? 


What band has the nicest 
people in it? 
Los Crudos, Avail, Drop Dead, 
Man is the Bastard, C.R., Torches 
to Rome, Trial, Promise Ring, 
Lifetime, Submission Hold, 
Seein' Red, Devoid of Faith, Still 
Life, Weston, Three Studies for a 
Crucifixion, Reversal of Man, Four 
Hundred Years, Brother's Keeper, 
Julia, Indecision, Sleepy Time Trio, 
Suffer, Propagandhi, Rainer Maria, Rent 
America, Q-Factor, Fuck Face, Enkindel, 
Constatine Sankathi, His Hero Is Gone, 
Assfactor 4, Drift, Boy Sets Fire; Hellbender, 
Braid, One Eyed God Prophecy, Dahlia Seed, 
Eleven Thirty Four, aust, Tho Ko Losi, Farside, 
Disembodied, Day, Hal al Shedad, Tramlaw, H20, 
, J Church, Ignite, In/Humanity, Instant 
Girl, Earth Crisis, Ire, Jihad, Jimmy Eat World, Milhous 


Picbald, Plow United, Spir 


What band has the meanest 
* . people in it? 

Earth Crisis, One Life Crew, Ink 
& Dagger, Boys Life, Race 
Traitor, Enkindel, Integrity, D. 
Scully, Endeavor, Rye, Palatka, 
Neurosis, Texas is the Reason, Ignite, 
Voodoo Glow Skulls, Anasarca, Assfactor 
4, Sensefield, Shift, Love as Laughter, 
Shotmaker, dyland Carcrash, Jihad, Plastique, 
Citizen Fish, Submachine, Coldfront, V.O.D., Lochia, Prema, 


Promíse Ring, Warzone 


HeartattaCk 
Readers Poll 


APEFACE + LP 

Nice fold out design on the cover become poster... Apeface features 
twisted screaming layered over some harsh sounding hardcore that has 
an underlying layer of melody. In some ways I am reminded of 
Econochirst, and even odder, at times of Finger Print. The vocal work is 
rough and scratchy, but the music has a nice subtle yet catchy feel to it. 
Very good. KM (Hopscoth Records/448 Madison Dr/San Jose, CA 
95123) 


ART PAUL SCHLOSSER + rm A Prince CD 

This guy had better be a prince because no one will ever buy this crap. 
Only a prince could press up a CD with complete trash on it. Thirty-five 
songs. I dare you to listen to them all. KM (214 Dunning St./Madison, 
WI 53704) 


ADRENALIN O.D. : Sentimental Abuse 7" 
Steve says that these guys have been around forever, but I'm just not 
familiar with them. Maybe I should be, ‘cause they are pretty fun. On 
the surface, they sound like high octane party punk, but underneath there 
is definitely a soul. With four songs they quickly cover a lot of territory. 
The ል side is okay, but the B side is jump around angry shouting mate- 
7432 


Wilmington, NC 28406) 


THE ATOMIKS : Destruct-O-Billy Pile-Up 7" 
This must be slowed-down rockabilly, though 
I'm really bad at labeling styles. It's got the 
deep “Whooooa-Oh-Oh” in the background, 
like it's straight out of a Western. Twangy, 
galloping cowboy rock with titles like “God 
Save Rock'N'Roll" and “100 MPH in a 
Coupe De Ville.” .I think you know if you'd 
enjoy something like this or if (like with me) 
the novelty would wear thin after a couple of 
listens. What's the fascination with cars? 
They just get you from here to there, that’s 
all, DO (702 Records/PO Box 33282/Reno, 
NV 89533) 


ASSRASH ° LP 

As sick as it is, [ was looking forward to this... 
The Assrash 7” was total energy and toe tap- 
ping punk rock... But this 12” isn’t nearly as 
good, The sound is fairly similar, but the re- 
cording doesn’t have as much energy and Im 
just not finding this to be as much fun” Songs 
about beer, passing out, getting laid in the 
bathroom combined with the occassional po- 
litical tune... drunk punx and proud. I'll keep 
the 7” and sell the LP. KM (Profane Exist- 
ence/PO Box 8722/Minneapolis, MN 55408) 


ABSINTHE : 7” 

I’ve been listening to this over and over since 
I got it. Its too damn short, that's my only 
complaint. Sound wise its similar to the ten 
inch: metally but leaning towards the heavier 
Born Against stuff. But this record has a bit 
more intensity and drive to it than the ten inch. 
Definitely worth possessing. BH (King of 
the Monsters c/o Mike Genz/8341 East San 
Salvadore/Scottsdale, AZ 85258) 


ASHTRAY BOY :7" 

This is yet another, shall I say, unique record 
from Mind of a Child. The A side has an un- 
usual crooning, piano, David Bowie kind of a 
song. It was interesting but I couldn’t really 
get into it. The B side has more of a standard 
cruising low key indie rock song. It would 
make really good music to eat dinner to, but I 
don't think I'm going to buy it for that rea- 
son. Two songs at 45, no lyrics, glossy cover, 
fashionable vinyl. DF (Mind of a Child 
Records/PO Box 1586/Findlay, OH 45839) 


ARM - Lp 
I’ve listened to this record a million times now ፤ 
and it just gets better. These kids are from 
Minneapolis and have a very strong San Di- 
ego sound, ranging from bands like Drive Like 
Jehu and Three Mile Pilot. They also have an ፪፤ 
early Unwound influence like the album that's 
been in my car stereo the past couple months, 
"New Plastic Ideas". Eclectic, offbeat, 
skewered rhythms and Rick Fork-like hollerin’ 
equals Arm. SA (Arm/PO Box 27203/Min- 
neapolis, MN 55427-0293) 


BERT - Ambient Dolls 7" 

Man, Kent has really sent me a slew of shit (6 
review this time around. This is some really 
crappy alternative sounding rock'n'roll, yuck!! 
NW (House O' Pain/PO Box 120861/Nash- 
ville, TN 37212) 


THE BOOZERS : Klepto-Dismal CD 
Boring bar punk. Kind of rocks a bit, but not 
enough... lyrics are typical stuff about drink- ፡ 
ing, women, bar life... yeah, sure. Texas had some great punk bands that 
knew how to rock with plenty of grit, this ain't one of them. KM (Seedy 
Compact Discs!/PO Box 13306/San Antonio, TX 78213) 


BITTERSWEET - Cb 


Light pop punk with melodic singing. pon tdo anything for me. Sounds * 


like a million other pop punk bands that have spent a bit of time listening 
to Christie Front Drive or Weston, though Bittersweet is way more sad 


than happy. Toe tapping. KM (Alveran Records/ 
PIT AS) Nording 50/44787 Bochum/Germany) 


BAD DREAMS ALWAYS : Panichead CD 

Straight forward hardcore. No frills, no lyric sheet. Just metal thrashing 
moshy stuff with lyrics that seem to be about painful stuff but I can't 
make them all out. Nothing special. They even throw in some stupid 
guitar solo wanking... not the sort of stuff I listen to. Decent production, 
but too slick. These folks are from Sweden, and it seems like there are a 
lot of bands like this from there. KM (Earth Records/Hantverksvagen 
8C/737 48 Fagersta/Sweden) 


BRAID-7" 

Wait a minute. Didn't Braid just release an LP/CD, “Age of Octeen,” 
which happens to: be my favorite album of ‘96, about a couple months 
ago. And a few 7"s before that, while hours before those quick ditties a 
26 song LP/CD. And a few comps. here and there in between this rela- 
tively short span of time. Damn! What God created these genuinely 
creative individuals. It seems like they just dropped out of the sky right 
after Cap’n Jazz. And while Brai ade continues to write songs in their sleep 
for us, we need not anxiously await those crispy and quirky harmonies 
because they will surely have a few songs ready the next morning. Also, 
with each new number they spill out, their sound increasingly creates 
more happy rhapsody for the masses. This T. which is quite short, still 


topsy whoopsy daisied fellers lead a 
happenin’ flow of the ever present swirly music that enters into most of 
our jukeboxes today. Who, that was long. SA (Braid/PO Box 4055/ 
Urbana, IL 61801) 


BROKEN HEARTS ARE BLUE : The Truth Abot... CD 


I don’t know. I just can’t listen to this sort of stuff anymore. It is well 
played and all, but just too light and moody. I am already depressed 
enough without having to listen to this overly blue music. If you like the 
dark sorrow filled hardcore then this will definitely work for you... Maybe 
if I was laying in bed with a lover then I would want to listen to this, but 
right now I would rather have a good strong smack to the head. It is a 
guarantee that fans of Christie Front Drive and Cerberus Shoal will eat 
this up like chocolate covered strawberries. KM (Caulfield Records/PO 
Box 84323/Lincoln, NE 68501) 


BOB TILTON : Crescent 12” 

Long-awaited LP by the blokes who pushed the “emo” genre to a new 
level and led to the insurgence of many imitation bands. For the most 
part, it was worth the wait. Songs such as “Be My Valentine" and “Palm: 
Reading” carry on the tradition of the Penknife 7” with the thick English 
accent over Current - influenced riffs. At times they try to shove too 
much variation in there and it ends up drowning the purity of the general 
structure. Not "punk enough" for Maximum Rock ‘n Roll, but good enough 
for the likes of the average Joe HeartattaCk reader. Well, me anyway. Be 
frightened of this if you think that we've got to get back to our punk 
roots, however. The only roots you'll find here are planted in a flower 
garden with a tree that has a tire swing tied to it and butterflies fluttering 
about in a mad frenzy... DO (Subjugation /፻0 191/Darlington/DL3 8YN/ 
United Kingdom) 


BUFORD : Pedal On 7” 
Those fellas from Buford are up to their old tricks again with another 
great record full of hooky pop-punk. Four songs filled with powerful, 
dreamy guitars and wonderful, soulful vocals and backups are just what 
you need to chase away those rainy day blues. Fans of Hiisker Dii and 
Leatherface should most definitely discover Buford. MARK (Noise 
ል 90278-0746) 


Fast, angry, political punk rock in one of it’s simplest styles. Dual vo- 

cals. Most of the songs lie on the bouncy, poppy edge of this genre you 

find sewed to dirty clothes. Lyrics scream against the erasing of cultures 
and customs of third world nations and the an- 
nihilation of our planet. “What will we eat off 
of land where nothing grows?” 12 songs. MR 
(Profane Existence/PO Box 8722/Minneapo- 
lis, MN 55408) 


CONTRAPTION +7” 

Boring, lifeless poppy alterna-rock that I would 
expect to hear in the hip burrito joint here in 
the college town I live in. I suppose they're 
half-way decent for this type of music, but 
taken in a more general context they are crap 
(notice the not-so-well hidden snipe at alterna- 
rock). BH (No Address, or lyric sheet for that 
matter, not that it matters) 


CYAN-7” 

This is quite good, Emotive hardcore that has 
a chaotic edge... nice to listen to. Very DIY. 
Comes with a little arty booklet and the cover 
is cut from wall paper. Better than many of 
the records I've reviewed as of late. Also, I 
took the art from the classifieds page from the 
letter that came with this 7”. KM. (Thomas 
Lang/Lilienstr. 16/91244 Reichenschwand/ 
Germany) 


COALESCE : A Safe Place 7" 

Fucking raw as ever. Heavy brutality with a 
belly full of energy thrived on anger and ag- 
gression. Two long and complicated songs by 
these mass murderers that love to give twisted 
and complex masochistic examinations. Re- 
leased by the main man behind Very Distro, 
he gives his audience what they want to hear, 
pure uncut power waiting to rip you apart. 
Now, don't tell me I didn't warn you. SA 
(Edison Recordings/PO Box 42586/Philadel- 
phia, PA 19101-2586) 


COMMON GROUND : 7* 

I was told from someone that Vermont 'had a 
healthy hardcore scene. If this band presents 
any sort of representation of that scene, I'm 
packing my bags and moving there. Once you 
get past the cheeseball cartoon cover, what you. 
get is late 80s/early 90s style melodic hardcore 
punk music, in the vein of Turning Point or 
One Step Ahead. The lyrics sound inspired 
and heartfelt, and I can actually understand the 
singer. If you reminisce about the days before 
metal and emo polluted the hardcore scene, 
buy this record now! BENX (Ignition 
Records/PO Box 220/Vergennes, VT 05491) 


CLUSTER BOMB UNIT : 10” 
This is damn good. Fast, harsh, and grinding 
down hard. The vocals are screamed out... the: 
layout is black & white and cut & paste.... clas- 
sic. Discharge influenced hardcore without 
some of the predictably boring elements that- 
often plague this genera. Felix Von Havoc 
keeps putting this on his top ten, and it is ob- 
vious why. KM (Thought Crime/Petersburger 
Str. 68/10 249 Berlin/Germany) 


CAPONE ፡ What We've Shared 7” 
Straight edge moshcore... at least one of the 
guys from Strain played in this and Capone is 
very similar musically, though I think Strain 
is a bit better at it. Exactly what you would 
expect, A bit mosh a bit metal, ala straight 
edge hardcore.... KM (Heart First/Bockhstr, 
39/10967/Berlin/Germany) 


CEDAR OF LEBANON : 7 


photo by ? 


- When I first saw this I knew it would be bad. Just looked too indie-pop 


rock to me... Well, wouldn't you know I would end up reviewing it... 
«gag» Well, actually, it isn't what I thought it would be. The music is 
fairly good. Somber and harsh at times, joined with some lighter drizzle. 
The vocals are solid. I wouldn't buy this personally, but for what it is 
worth this is quite good. I think Dylan or John or Aoki would like this a 
lot. I think I would even consider seeing them live if they came to town... 
maybe. KM (Act Your Age/3244 Locke Ln./Houston, TX 77019) 


CAVITY. Drowning CD 

Aye, this is a good name. I feel like I am drowning in a lake filled with 
sludge and pollution when listening to this baby pound away at my in- 
sides. Heavy and droning with ugly vocals, though fortunately Cavity 
can change speeds at times and kick out a bit of energy. Good Pushead 
cover to boot. KM (Bacteria Sour/PO Box 422986/San Francisco, CA 
94142) 


CAVITY -picture disk 7" 

These two tracks are from the Drowning CD. See review above. All the 
Bacteria Sour stuff is design heavy with plenty of nice packaging ideas. 
This one has a semi-clear cover with a camouflage type of design. Nice. 
Unless you're a big Cavity fan or a vinyl fan then just get the CD since it 
has more songs. KM (Bacteria Sour/PO Box 422986/San Francisco, CA 
94142) 


CAMBRIA : 12" 

Hmm... light drifting rhythmic stuff with emotive vocals. Good for what 
it is... just keeps beating on your ears like waves on the beach. Dylan, 
Aoki, and Andy would eat this up like starving dogs who have just dis- 
covered a dead seal on the beach. No lyric sheet. A bit too sad and sorry 
for me. KM (Satellite Disc/8426 Mare Dr./Buena Park, CA 90820) 


E a ha Incansable 
Fast semi-metallic sounding punk from Mexico. Rebellion and 
revolution are necessities. Latin America, an untiring struggle against 
the power. American imperialism has raped and humiliated great cul- 
tures. The cities are death traps. You have to fight for your life or die on 
your knees. 8 songs. MR (Profane Existence/PO Box 8722/Minneapo- 
lis, MN 55408) 


THE DEADWOOD DIVINE (Tom Lomacchio) « double 7" 
This is a continuation of his previous LP and split 7", in fact, these tracks 
are numbered XV to XVIII. Here again is more self sacrifice and the 
giving up of intensely personal emotional songs. I remember before the 
Goleta Fest, I thought, “Oh acoustic guitar, that’s nice, but when is One 
Eyed God Prophecy playing?” But I really got into his songs, and this 
record is also beautiful. He has a great ability to write personal stuff 
without sounding cliché. DF (Bloodlink Records/PO Box 7414/Phila- 
delphia, PA 19104) 


DAMAD : Rise And Fall LP 

Depressing and dark is the goal that Damad shoots for. The sound bites 
help to add to the mood. For the most part they achieve their goal, Damad 
isn’t the best band in the world, but they do okay. The music is heavy and 


kind of slow at times. But more straight forward hardcore then sludge. ~ 


Another decent release for Prank! though not nearly as good as say His 
Hero Is Gone. KM. (Prank!/PO Box 410892/San Francisco, CA 94141- 
0892) 


DISRESPECT - cp 

Damn, I have reviewed so much stuff that sounds exactly like this... De- 
spair, Slugfest, Strain, Capone... Metal influenced hardcore that moshes 
with vocals that'are belted out. Jug, jug, wank... eeeck. Do the wind 
mill, do the rice picker, mosh it up.. GO! You get the picture? The 
layout is real nice on this one... slick, but that fits with this style of music. 
KM (Conception Recordings/Michael Nast/Kilianistr. 46/12459 Berlin/ 
Germany) 


THE DECIBELS : 7" 

Awesome. “Ultra hip mod power-pop similar to the Jam, the Odd Num- 
bers and the Buzzcocks" touts GI Productions. I guess that's about right. 
I really dig it, whatever you call it. They sound super-polished and are 
competent at the style. A cover of The Association's "Windy," as well as 
three originals. Beautiful pop that is a lot like new Poole stuff or old 
Jefferson Airplane. I like it, but would the average HeartattaCk listener? 
I doubt it (or at least they wouldn't admit it). I think it's brilliant, though. 
DO ($3.50 to GI Productions/PO Box 6948/San Jose, CA 95150) 


DISCIPLE : Scarab 7" 

To be honest, I think it is impossible for me to give this record a fair 
review. Once I read the first person on their thank list: our light in this 
weary world Jesus Christ, everything sounded bad to me. I think it is 
because it is actually bad, but I suppose it is possible that I'm biased by 
my views towards Christianity. Disciple does metallic hardcore, and the 
lyric content does have Christian overtones. I just don't understand. DF 
(Sa Mob/PO Box 1931/Erie, PA 16507) 
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DIRTY LAUNDRY : Re-elect Nixon 7" 


Your basic angst-in-high-school punk band. Nothing much new, lyrics 


about how school sucks and being bored, etc... They only filled one side ` 


of the record, which is probably a good thing. BH (Bad Stain Records/ 
PO Box 35254/Phoenix, AZ 85069) 


DIRECTION : Hiatline 7" 

Basic moshy hardcore stuff here... The vocalist reminds me a tiny bit of 
Kevin from Downcast when he was just starting to sing. Lyrics are about 
social problems. Nice layout. A good, but not great band. KM (Bally- 
hoo Withdrawal Records/PO Box 281/Flint, TX 75762-0281) 


DEVOID OF FAITH : Discography CD 

Old style hardcore... Devoid Of Faith seems to remember what it sounded 
like. Not too metal, not too much rock, not too- melodic. Just harsh 
sounds. Screaming and thrashing about. They do covers by Negative 


‘Approach, Agnostic Front, and Raw Power. Hardcore as I remember it 


asakid. KM (Hater Of God/PO Box 1371/Troy, NY 12181-1371) 


DRAGON ROJO: 7 ; 
Pure rock'n'roll fury! The A side is a tune called “Little Lisa #109” and 
it's got a strong Rolling Stones feel to it, from the blazing harmonica to 
the Jagger-esque vocals. The flipside, “Tell That Girl," is a quick 
garage punk ditty that rocked the socks off me! Fans of rockin' punk 
stuff a la Estrus records will dig this mucho. I did. MARK (Toast 
Records/PO Box 833/Lawndale, CA 90260) 


EWA BRAUN : Guernica Y Luno 7" 
I'm not sure about this 7" since the entire thing is in Polish I be- 
lieve... I think the name of the band is Ewa Braun. Anyway, this is 
good. Kind of melodic and pleasant, but with a harder edge. There 
is some mood to it, which is nice. I enjoyed listening to this. I have 
no idea what the lyrics are about. KM (Rafal Szymanski/UL. 
Boguslawa X5-33/76-200 Slupsk/Poland) 


le 

Eight years ago, the first time I’ve ever been to Gilman, I walk in and 
this band is playing, I’m knocked flat on my ass. That band was 
Econochrist, one of the few bands to be around for a long time and 
be consistently good. Sound wise they were hardcore with a punk 
edge, often compared to Born Against, thought they existed first. 
Lyrically they were mostly political with some personal. Overall 
they were awesome, not a word I throw around lightly (if for no 
other reason than it sounds corny as fuck, but nothing else fits). This 
is a must have for anyone who’s still into hardcore. BH ($8 to 
Ebullition/PO Box 680/Goleta, CA 93116) 


EVERREADY : Fair Play LP 

Yea... yea... yea, Exactly what you'd expect from Liberation Records. 
This LP is exactly in the same direction that they sing about in the song 
“Whatever... I don't know where I’m going... blah, blah...” The closest 
comparison I can give them is an earlier 15 but lyrics more on the lines 
with NoFX. And that is being generous. I can hear this band being 
played on any surf video or by most of the drunk surfers roaming around 
in Isla Vista, California. SA (Liberation Records/PO Box 17746/Ana- 
heim, CA 92817) 


FACEDOWN : Friendship Is Everything 7" 

Pretty typical metal hardcore. The vocals remind me of Bloodlet and 
most other bands of that genre. The music is pretty straightforward 
chugga-chugga style hardcore. However, the parts when they do end up 
playing fast, continuous riffs the record becomes pretty enjoyable. The 
layout looks pleasing. The lyrics appear to stem from personal experi- 
ence but end up appealing to the listener. MM (Evil Twin Records/C. 
Huysmanslaan 28/9100 Sint-Niklaas/Belgium) " 


4TH GRADE NOTHING : Midcoast Hardcore 7" 

In the insert they claim to not fit into the stereotypes of either east or west 
coast attitude wise nor music wise. They don't elaborate on what these 
stereotypes are so I can't really comment on the accuracy of that state- 
ment, what I can say is that musically they mix straight forward punk 
with moshy parts. Attitude wise they are somewhat political (though I 
don't really see how dismantling big labor will bring about a classless 
society, sounds more like a republican attack ad or something) with a 
personal song thrown in. Not bad.... not terribly exciting either. BH 
(Apathy Press/PO Box 629/Osseo, MN 55369) 


FLEX LAVENDER : 7” 

Ex-Native Nod members. So what. The music is fairly light, though 
there is a bit of strength in the guitar at times. The female vocalist sings 
real nice, I guess. Both songs are short, which is typical of an alternative 
indie-rock 7”. All in the name of progress and maturity... Nothing for me 
to sink my teeth into. KM (Rocket Science/85 Veterans Pkwy/Pearl 
River, NJ 10965) 


FINWAY FISH CAMP -7” 

Basic pop-hardcore/fat records wannabe type stuff. At times the vocals 

remind me a bit of Fifteen or Crimpshine. These guys pretty much fol- 

low the formula, down to the whoas and minor guitar wanks here and 

there. Pretty average for this sort of thing, it all sounds the same to me 

ribs BH ($3 to Quincey Shanks Records/PO Box 184/Wayne, IL 
184-184) 


FINGER PRINT «cb 

These seventeen songs illustrate why Finger Print was such a good band. 
They combined the hard vocal sound of Born Against, with some more 
melodic influences while keeping a hard edge. What they came up with 
became a classic French sound. Hard emotive hardcore. Very good. 
Great band. KM ($10 to Stonehenge/Christophe Mora/21 Rue Des 
Brosses/78200 Magnanville/France) 


FALL INTO THE SEAR AND YELLOW LEAF : 7" 
4 songs here packed tightly on this slab of wax. A heavy production of 
layered screamin’ and a decent hardcore sound. Matt’s voice is fucking 
tough kinda like One Eyed God Prophecy if their vocals were turned up 
enough to hear ‘em. Also included are interpretations for each song, 
reminds me of the Stickfigurecarousel 7” ‘cause it is.tough trying to piece 
the concepts within the lyrics together. Something greatly appreciated. 
Unfortunately, the recording sounds like a 5 minute job. A definite downer. 
There are just too many good bands that become underrated because of 
the lack of effort recording/mixing the music. Fall into... fits into this 
category. SA (Watership Records/PO Box 684734/Austin, TX 78768) 


FRAIL : New Harmony 7" 

Here is another 7” that just finally rolls in for review... Frail was a good 
band, and this 7” is a fairly good example of what they were capable of, 
though these songs aren’t quite as energetic as some of the older tunes. 
There is a wobbling sound in the guitar that is kind of odd. Anyway, Frail 
were the kids that played goofy emotive hardcore with plenty of 
enthusiasm and a disdain for embarrassment. They were real, and that 
came through time and time again. I’m really glad 1 got to see them live 
since I don’t think their studio material really shows how good they were. 
KM (Bloodlink Records/PO Box 7414/Philadelphia, PA 19101) 
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FLEAS AND LICE : Global Destruction LP 

Fleas and Lice know what they're deing and that's kicking ass. Fast 
unstoppable greatness. These six songs are written so well, they keep my 
undivided attention with their metalish thrash. You will get an idea of 
what they sound like if you listen to Septic Death and English Dogs at the 
same time. Whenever I hear a band like this they're ten years old or 
something. Fleas and Lice are still alive and kicking in Nederland. Comes 
with a nice booklet with the lyrics and drawings. They're going to squat 
Eurodisney. MR ($7 to Profane Existence Records/PO Box 8722/Min- 
neapolis, MN 55408) 


FALL SILENT : 7" 

Now here's a sound that I think I need to hear more of. There a lot going 
on here, so let me break it down piece by piece. It's got deep heavy 
metallic guitars and the accompanying drum work. It's got baking wails 
and screams, but the part I like is the primary vocal work. They are a mix 
of the snappier (not strained) hardcore style, with a subtle urban cadence 
to it. Like, seven parts Converge, two parts Disembodied, and one part, 
say, Sick of it All. Juicy. DF ($3 to Moo Cow Records/PO Box 616/ 
Madison, WI 53701) ነ 


THE 4-SQUARES : 7” 

Their thanks list reads like a who's who of Chicago punk rock (pop punk 
style), but the 4-Squares play a type of hardcore that could be best de- 
scribed as The Angry Somoans with a mosh part or two. Lyrics wise they 
are kind of all over the place—one song is about being ostracized and 
pissed about it, another has the chorus—"he is such an asshole,” and a 
third is about making a change a la Insted. There is even a fourth song, 
but no lyrics are printed for that one. Packaging wise this is pretty old 
school, especially on the insert. That features a collage of live shots, 
flyers, pictures of their crew, a cartoon drawing of the band kicking the 
asses of the greedy capitalist pigs who are out to crush independent punk, 
and a long ass thanks list. The sleeve has pictures of a cop getting melted 
(on the front) and a bare knucklé brawl (on the back). OB (Quincy 
Shanks/PO Box 184/Wayne, IL 60184-0184) 


FLOWERS IN CONCRETE : 7" 

Uhg... it took a few listens just to decide which speed to play this one. 'At 
33 rpms (ከ6 vocals are too sludgy and slow, and at 45 rpms the back-up 
vocals are chipmunk sel Either way I found this to be really bad. 
Didn’t matter if they were thrashing or doing some rock dirge, which 
they do on one track, at every moment I was wondering why I was listen- 
ing to this... I’m tired of sound. KM (Flicker Flax/Nestroygasse 20/8160 
Weiz/Austria) 


THE GET UP KIDS CD ep 

The Get Up Kids = my heroes. Exceptional musical talents that elevate 
them to the top of their class, among Jimmy Eat World, Mineral, C.F.D. 
and Braid, Damn fine. ..better than their 7" and twice as long (4 songs). 
As always, I must throw my disclaimer out there...I tend to dislike the 
use of cd's as EPs, simply because of labels' tendency to overprice them, 
but as far they go, this one is tops. If you like to groove and clap your 
hands, then this is a wise choice. My job here is done... DO (In the 
USA... Doghouse Records/PO Box 8946/Toledo, OH 43623) or (In Eu- 
rope.. Green Hall Records/Achienmannstr. 29/48143 Munster/GER- 
MANY) 


. GO! Existence CD 


When this came in I kind of laughed. I didn't really think there would be 
any good listening here. I mean GO! were okay, but I was figuring their 
sound had kind of gotten dated over the last few years. I was way wrong. 
This is great. More. songs then letters in the alphabet, this baby goes 
along real fast, with a sense of humor but thinking smart the whole time. 
Play fast, say what you have to say, and get out. Boom. GO! This stuff 
is classic. I wish there were a few bands still playing this sort of hardcore 
well. KM (Epistrophy/PO Box 312/30003/Hannover/Germany) 


GOBLINS : double 7" 


Here's an interesting concept: each of the four members of this band 
does a side of this solo. There's even a little postcard to vote for your 
favorite, and thus choose the Goblin leader. Well, I only liked one side 
that has a neat collage of sampled stuff. Two of the other sides were 
goofy bouncy casio pieces, and the fourth side was just an uninteresting 
drone. It’s got glossy colorific packaging, but the content just isn't there 
to make this worth it forme, DF (Mind of a Child Records/PO Box 
1586/Findlay, OH 45839) 


GRAYLING : 7" 
It used to be that everything sounded like this and I thought it was dull. 
But now, I have moved and time has passed and I rarely here this any- 
more, so it sounds okay. What is this? It is straight ahead indie rock that 
is not poppy, emo, punky, garagy, or ska. You can tell from the sound that 
they are from the Great Lakes/rust belt area, Michigan to be precise. I 
still prefer bands like Shellac or Prisonshake, but this is still good. The 
presentation is not that exciting, but the vinyl is fashionable. DF (Bald 
Bruce Records/43420 Bockley/Sterling Hts., MI 
48313) 
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GRAY BEFORE MY EYES . 7" 

Two songs about violence against women and children. Obviously this 
is an emotional issue and the vocals and the mood of the songs reflect 
these emotions. Somewhat typical mellow-gives-way-to-hardcore struc- 
ture, but there's variation which keeps it interesting and the genuine feel- 
ing in the vocals make this a worthwhile listen. Sort of if Native Nod 
were more hardcore. I guess. Socio-political 7" that packs a mean punch 
through its music and its message. DO (Moo Cow/PO Box 616/Madi- 
son, WI 53701) E 


GRIVER : 12 
Hi. We're Griver. We're really good at music....but, we sound just like 
The Hal Al Shedad. ፲፻ I wasn't such a big fan of The Hal ላ] Shedad and 
had only heard these kids, they'd be one of my favorite bands ever. They're 
wonderful. But, it's rather difficult to overlook the similarity. It punches 
you in the face. So, if you like crazy Monorchid/Circus Lupus/H.A.S. 
vocals and wonderful music that grooves and goes from one end of the 
Richter to the other, then this is a great investment of your time and money. 
DO ($6 to Tyle-Vora/2518 Mimosa PI./Wilmington, NC 28403) 


THE GREAT UNRAVELING : 12” 
Following in the path of 


s Of Arson 12 
Heavy at times, but balanced-with fast and mid-tempo parts. HHIG has 
realized that just being heavy all the time makes for an incredibly boring 
band. There’s a bit of metal content, but this is more than balanced by the 
thrash content, At times I want to compare this to End Of The Line, other 
times really old Neurosis. Anyone into Harsh music should obtain this 
immediately. BH (Prank/PO Box 410892/San Francisco, CA 94141- 
0892) 


H.P. LOVECRAFT - Excerpts... 7” 

Wow, this is really nice looking. And I enjoyed listening to it. I wish I 
had the full recordings. The background music is real eerie. Fun little 
tribute to H.P. Lovecraft. Only 300 made, and definitely only for fans of 
the writer... KM (no address/bootleg) 


THE HUGUENOTS -7” 

Emotive hardcore... kind of chaotic, but refined too much maybe. Goes 
listless at times. Drifting and exploding, but nothing that could hurt you. 
Decent, but hard to shine when there are so many other bands doing this 
same sound. KM (Push Pull Records/PO Box 471/Alston, MA 02134 
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HARVEST ፡ Living With ል God Complex CD 

When I was back east this winter Josh from Trustkill was telling me about 
how "the new Harvest is going to blow you away. They're spending all 
this time and money on it and the vocalist from Threadbare is going in 
with the vocalist from Harvest just to boost confidence and give point- 
ers.” Okay, maybe that's not a word for word quote, but it is my recollec- 
tion of part of the conversation. What can I say now that the CD landed 
in my review box? Harvest is a damn good metal hardcore band. The 
money and time spent on recording paid off well, even if my patience for 
such Bloodlet-esque bands is wearing thin. I think this record will find 
its way into the homes and cars of many a hardcore kids, cementing 
Trustkill's status as one of the next great labels. MM (Trustkill Records/ 
23 Farm Edge Ln.) 


HOLOCRON : celestial Sphere 7" 

Nice looking and nice sounding, Holocron (halakróne) comes at ya with 
some thick sounding hardcore that pounds away at your brain with plenty 
of strength. It was funrty reading the lyrics to *E-Fix" since I am an on- 
line nut, though not interested in Email itself. Another good Canadian 
band. Why is it that Canadians know how to beat the fucking house down, 
but us Americans seem to be fascinated with light listless melodies? Move 
to Goleta, and show the locals how to bludgeon your enemies. KM (Win- 
ter Records/PO Box 43022/London, Ontario/N6C 6A2/Canada) 


HOPE FOR BRETT : spudnuts Make Good Fuel LP 
^ Here is another horrible LP filled with the sounds 
BEBE plein) of melodic pop punk. BH (No address) 


HOT WATER MUSIC : Fuel For The Hate Game CD 
This is a good band, and surprisingly overlooked by most. Take a Fugazi 
influence as a base, and then blend in a dash of Avail, a pinch of Monsula 
and a tablespoon of Fuel, plus a half cup of some high octane propane, 
and you get Hot Water Music. Active and dancing. Fun and creative. 
KM (No Idea Records/PO Box 14636/Gainesville, FL 32604) 


THE HYSTERICS : 7" 

On the insert there's a statement by one of the members about how we 
need to get away from the ‘77 three chord, by-the-numbers sound since 
this is twenty years later (I agree 76100). Then of course what does this 
band do? They go and play what is basically three chord punk. They do 
have a song with some ska parts though (yeah, like that hasn't been done 
before). About the only original thing is that their singer sounds more 
like what's his face from Metallica than Johnny rotten or Ben Weasel or 
that dork from NOFX. BH (Let It Rock Records/424 Bloomfield Ave./ 
Montclair, NJ 07042) 


IRONSIDE : Ecstatic Ritual CD 

1 wanted to like this... the cover is totally awesome, and the back cover is 

silly as all hell. But Ironside is just to slow and heavy. Not really sludgy, 
ut j ot ic. Their lyrics are dark cryptic things... The little 


y 
face off. KM (Doomsday Machine Records/PO Box 51003/316 St.- 
Joseph Est/Quebec, PQ/G1K 8Z7/Canada) 


IN/HUMANITY : Your Future Lies Smoldering... 7" 

Fuck yeah, In*humanity are the crazy ass shit! Smoking nuts. Noise 
infested, whack heavy, and thrashing about with a sense of humor... awe- 
some shit. But what the fuck? Why only two short little songs?!?! Come 
on you crazy fucking southerners give us more than a nibble!! Too fucking 
short! But otherwise this will peel the paint of your walls and send your 
parent's shrieking in fear. Damn good. KM (New Clear Days/919 Sumter 
St/Columbia, SC 29201) 


JOLT - Emily 7" 

Super-duper Jawbreaker. No avoiding the comparison. They also cover 
a Bob Mould (Hiisker Dii, Sugar), so there’s a little residual Mould-influ- 
ence. God do they sound like Jawbreaker... The record cover is really 
nice, too, crisp deep blues and pictures of cars, Man. These guys are 
80000 Jawbreaker. Did I mention their influences? DO (Rhetoric/PO 
Box 82/Madison, WI 53701) 


JADED -7” 


Jaded is an okay band... their music is toe-tapping without being bor- 
ing... plenty of pulse and ebb, but why in the fuck is this 7” so damn 
short? Two short songs don't cut it in my book. The lyrics and approach 
are ‘90s emotive ‘core fer sure. “Trespass” is about the horror of rape, 
but if it wasn’t for the explanation provided in the booklet then many 
might find this song very ambiguous and even offensive. Okay music 
and all, but too short. Come back when you’re ready to feed me, but keep 
your little nibbles out of my face. KM (Witching Hour/6722 Gateshed 
Lane Apt. 1 B/Indianapolis, IN 46220) 


THE JAZZ JUNE - 7 
Light melodic punk stuff that tends to fall on the emotive side of the 
fence. More in the vein of The Promise Ring than NOFX or some other 
melodic punk band on Epitaph. Kind of nice to tap my toe to. KM 
(Ember Records/129 Keller Lane/Trucksville, PA 18708) 


JEJUNE * Junk cd 

I'm listening to this the day before I’m going to see them live. I’m look- 
ing very forward to it. They are wonderful. Duets between a male and 
female, both with marvelous singing voices (maybe like Jeremy Enigk 
from S.D.R.E. and Susie from Pohgoh?)...A trio out of San Diego, these 
cats know how to satisfy my sweet tooth, with fairly straight-forward 
rock a la Texas is the Reason and the like and the great vocals. Catch 
them live because they pack quite a punch by way of that medium, as 
well. Nice packaging job, too. Wow. DO (Big Wheel Recreation/325 
Huntington Ave. #24/Boston, MA 02115) 


KURT : 12” 

Some pretty gnarly hardcore stuff from Deutschland. Innovative lyric 
sheets in the form of seven glossy postcardish things. Very Shotmaker- 
sounding, but these guys go off even more. I still detect some melody 
and emo, if you will. Something draws me to this record. Maybe the fact 
that it's quite awesome. DO (X-Mist/Leonhardstr. 18A/72202 Nagold / 
Germany) 


THE KINDRED : 7" 

I'm sorry to report that this is mostly worthless, unless you insist on 
owning everything remotely indie pop punk rock. Hardly any music, no 
information, and little content of interest. The A side did have an organ, 
which was cool, and the last song, "Wish You Were Dead," was listen- 
able. If this is your genre though, I must direct you to the Less Than Jake 
record instead. DF (GI Productions/PO Box 6948/San Jose, CA 95 150) 


LOI- 7" 

This is a posi-punk quartet from the Netherlands. They tread on the lighter 
side of punk without sounding poppy, and the lightness doesn’t cover up 
their essence (just to use a different word). Unfortunately the recording/ 
production is kind of cruddy and takes away from what could have been 
a better record. Six songs with positive lyrics and vocals in English. 


dc 
tions/2587 4. 
MARBLE : 7 


Points for neat changes of tempo throughout. Difficult to pin-point what 
"style" this might be considered... Sort of a rawer Lifetime at times, but 
that’s not it... Maybe a little of that, but they get real chaotic and crazy 
and then all grooving and stuff... this is rather unique. The loud parts get 
all staticky and tinny-sounding (which tends to be a problem with a lot of 
the stuff I’ve been hearing these days)... so that’s a bummer, but overall, 
this is quite refreshing and nuts... DO (C.L. Records/PO Box 646/Olney, 
MD 20830) 


MY LAT: off Guard 7” 

One of the lines in the first song is, “Confusion—just another word to go 
on with the lyrics in this lousy verse.” Well, it is kind of lousy, and it does 
go on and on in a tedious drone like manner. It sounds like the bass plays 
the same four notes throughout the song. Remarkably, I actually like the 
B side. There’s no energy here either, but there is a well written subdued 
draw] that demands close listening. Unfortunately one good song is not 
enough to sell me a 7". They're from Germany, but the address is the 
only way you will know. DF (Revolution Inside/Le Sabot/Breite Str. 76/ 
53111 Bonn/Germany) 


MY LAI-7" 

This is another record that could have gone either way from looking at 
the sleeve. It’s very well done and looks nice, but the depiction of mili- 
tary atrocities has become standard in hardcore records. To my delight, 
the music is awesome. Totally rippin’ hardcore with original structure 
and cool vocal work had me jumpin’ all over the place. This sounds like 
the kind of stuff that came out of San Diego a few years ago, only better. 
The fact that they delve into cover subject a bit also.makes these guys 
stand out from the average record. DF (Divot Records/PO Box 14061/ 
Chicago, IL 60614-0061) 


MINERAL -7” 

Woooh!!!! Beauty, romance, intimacy, and sappiness all neatly arranged 
on this two song 7”. Mineral are absolutely amazing. There is only one 
band in my book, well actually a few bands that can get away by using 
that Sunny Day Real Estate approach and Mineral is definitely one of 
them. And when they perform live, they take all the emotional energy 
flowing within the room to lift every soul off the ground. Seriously. 
These two songs are just quick samples of what heaven would be like. 
Mineral has accomplished an achievement well beyond what many bands 
try to aspire to. This is why people continue to fall more and more in 
love with this emotionally charged band. Incredibly soothing, irrevers- 
ibly emo-tional, this fine release by Caulfield is the most colorful high- 
lights next to CFD. Now, I can recall the last time I have cried, SA 
(Caulfield Records/PO Box 84323/Lincoln, NE 68501) 


THE METROSCHIFTER : Generation Rx CD 

Harmonicas, acoustic guitars, ballad singing- what else could this be but 
Louisville bluegrass. Yes, The Metroschifter takes on a different farm on 
this album. They use nostalgia and their country roots to combine this 15 
song acoustic CD for all the southern bluesy characters. And no Mario 
Rubalcaba to play those awesome drums you know the heartbeat of some 
of the greatest bands we all know and love- 411, Clikitat Ikitowi, Chicano 
Christ. Anyways, Metroschifter knows how to play this type of music 
well, but the singer doesn’t scream at all like their other releases and his 
voice could sure sound better. At the same time, this band seems like the 
type not to care about how fine tuned the vocals "should" be, but just to 
play, which I definitely agree with. I have just finished listening to this 
and I have discovered a new mood in me that has not ever been revealed. 
You might find it too in this countryish CD or you might not ever want to 
venture here. SA (Doghouse Records/PO Box 8946/Toledo, OH 43623) 


MAN AFRAID : Those Disenchanted 7” 

Emo-Pop-punk type o' deal. Like something you'd hear out of Little 
Rock (Chino Horde, Five-O, etc.), you know, Rites of Spring-y with some 
heavier bits and some Econochrist-ish-ness thrown in. Political Lyrics 
that are screamed. Worth checking out. BH (Half-Mast records/PO Box 
14118/Minneapolis, MN 55414) f 


- MINNOW : The Sound Of Urban Folk CD 


I really like this CD. Minnow plays a solid style of music that slips in 
and out of listless dribble and pounding waves of tweaked sound. Not 
for those that like a constant thrashing going on in their ears, and yet 
maybe too rough and odd for those that like alternative rock. The lyrics 
are political and yet sort of cynical at times... you might expect a over- 
dose of positive attitude from them since they are on Bloodred... like 
anything will ever change... «cackle». Anyway, I would advise checking 
out Minnow’s 7” first, and if you like that then maybe pick this up. KM 
(Bloodred Recordings/Riemannstr. 6/10961 Berlin/Germany) 


NOOTHGRUSH -7" 

S-l-o-w and torturous. Noothgrush falls in the likes of Toadliquor, 
EyehateGod, Cavity and such. Power violence can never be so much 
sludgier. And like all other monstrous brutality bands they use dynamite 


| DN e me : p i 


. 


to destroy their listeners, however Noothgrush has a long, anticipating 
fuse. There's only two songs here but that's all you might need. Oooh...Be- 
ware of the Noothgrush. SA (Slap A ham Records/PO Box 420843/San 
Francisco, CA 04142-0843) 


NO WAY OUT ፥ In With The Old Out With The New 7" 

I love Connecticut and I saw some great bands there, but it seems like all 
the hardcore I’ve reviewed from there comes out of the same mold. NWO 
is another 7 Seconds kind of old school sounding band, and they appear 
to be fairly positive if you know what I mean. If you really can’t get 
enough of this kind of thing, then I recommend you get these six songs as 
well. DF (Straight Force/49 Crestdale Rd/Glastonbury, CT 06033) 


NOT A US GANG : Fuck Your Brain.7" 

Music wise this is your basic run-of-the-mill fat records wannabe. 
Couldn't tell you what the lyrics are about since they neglected to in- 
clude them on the insert. It has energy, but lacks a bit in the intensity 
department and swerves a bit in the repetitive direction. I suppose if 
you're on the fat records tip its worth getting. BH (Barracuda Rex/ 
August-Schmieder-Strasse 53/94377 Stienach/Germany) 


#1 FAMILY MOVER : Distortion Plus 7" 


good it could have been. e songs is great in that Hurl, 
Boys Life, Christie Front Drive, Braid vein. And actually, the B side 
picks it up with some good vocals to make for a good song. I guess my 
only complaint is that the vocals on the A side sound kind of corny. Good 
record, but I think I would rather listen to Hurl. DF (Dean's List Collec- 
tive/PO Box 1984/Lawrence, KS 66044-8984) 


OUTRAGE : Between Brackets 7" 
This is a good record. Outrage are from Belgium and 
their sound is sort of a combination of emotive, 
moshing, and heavy influences. It doesn't completely 
fit in any of these catagories, though I guess it will 
appeal a lot more to the DIY hardcore enthusiasts than 
it to any other group. Songs about animal rights, child 
abuse, greed, and despair. Well done. KM (Outrage/ 
Nico/Kapelstraat 56/2275 Lille/Belgium) 


ONEKINGDOWN : Bloodlust Revenge LP 
Shit. If Earth Crisis was actually good they would 
sound like OneKingDown. They should have stayed 
with the sound from Firestorm 7”, but it’s okay be- 
cause this awesome band will take its place from now 
on. Like many other straightforward hardcore bands, 
they do mutate into a metallic hybrid very different ™ 
from their hardcore veins. And from the outspoken ፻፪ 
lyrics I would say that they might call themselves a 
militant vegan band. This LP is probably on the Mon- 
ster Crew’s top playlist. Fucking asshole jocks, And 
they probably would listen to this before they go lynch- 
ing more kids on the streets. It’s just too bad that good 
music like this is listened to by a bunch of losers. No 
offense to OneKingDown. At any rate, this LP is nu- 
tritious for any sXe or hardcore kid today. I also got to 
say when I think about it, this is the best militant ve- 
gan band I’ve heard in the past year. SA (Equal Vi- 
sion Records/PO Box 14/Hudson, NY 12543) 


PLAN A PROJECT : Use Your Head 7” 
Melodic, almost. poppy punk rock with a definite in- 
fluence from the ska sector. Played pretty well, but 
not really what I am interested in. Lyrics focus on 4 
Unity, both amongst friends and within the music 
scenes (fighting for a common cause, who cares where 
musical differences lie) as well as personal struggles. 
Excerpt about Anarchy as an alternative to capitalism 
or socialism included. MM (13 Roacho/PO Box 163/ 
Dumont, NJ 07628) 


POLE. 180 Degrees CD 

Metal-core from Germany. It’s been done so many 
times before and I’m not getting any more used to it, 
I'm sure many will enjoy this slowed down mosh metal 
extravaganza, but I do not. Heavy, slow and boring. $ 
Ugly but nice packaging. MM (Lifeforce Records/ 1 
PO Box 101106/04011 Lieipzig/Germany) 


PALE FACED DEVILS : More In Your... CD 
Ugh... crap. Why me? Industrial music. Brett came 
in and said, “What the hell is this?” I said, “I don’t 
know. They're called PFD.” He. walked out, and I 
turned it off. KM (Intellectual Militia Records/PO 
Box 85124/Burlington, Ontario/Canada) 


RAINER MARIA - CD 

I had never heard of Rainer Maria until the Ooh Do I 
Love You compilation, but once I heard their rendition 
of “I Love You Too" I fell in love with them... This 
compact disc contains six songs of luscious female/ 4 
male duets over mellow, quasi-low-fi jams, occasion- f 
ally meandering into more intense screamier stuff... 
but it never loses the beauty. May be a little too calm 
for Joe Average HaC reader, but for this guy, who's a 
sucker for melody and moodiness, it's as close to 
heaven as he'll get in this lifetime. Fans of Mid-West rock should espe- 
cially consider taking an interest in R.M. DO ($6 to Polyvinyl/PO Box 
1885/Danville, IL 61834-1885) 


RINSE -7” 

From the ashes of Prevail comes Rinse... I actually think Rinse is better, 
which is good considering I liked Prevail. Well put together and looking 
hip and DIY, yet not cheap or shoddily thrown together, this 7” comes at 
you with a solid hardcore sound. Rinse aren’t breaking new ground, or 
expanding the musical frontier in some eye opening manner, but they hit 
hard and don’t wimp out in a world of Christie Front Drive wannabes. I 
would definitely recommend to this to anyone interested in the harder 
sounding DIY hardcore (modern sounding, not an '805 throw back). 
Made many spins on my table, and will make many more. KM (Concur- 
rent/PO Box 55462/Atlanta, GA 30308) 


RED MAX -7" 

These guys really look and sound like they are really into Sympathy for 
the Record Industry. One song is subtitled “Huff n Destroy" about sniff- 
ing glue. One is about being sick after drinking too much, and the last 
one is titled Voodoo Liquor Hot Rod. Even the cover artis a poor attempt 
at looking like something from the Pizz. The only reason to get this 
would be if you have all 300+ SFTRI (Estrus, etc) releases, and still want 
more. DF (-Ismist Recordings/PO Box 84163/Lincoln, NE 68501-4163) 


RANCOR › Flip The Switch 7" 
When I saw this I had to laugh. The cover is straight edge silliness straight 
out of the ‘80s. But you know, Rancor plays damn good music. I really 
enjoyed listening to this. Definitely not anything original, but I am get- 
ting sick of listening to the so-called “progressive” hardcore... and Ran- 
cor illustrates why this sound was so good, Energetic, hard, and catchy... 
mosh and shout, Damn, I miss this sound at times. KM (Youngblood 
Records/217 W. Main St./Ephrata, PA 17522) 


RAIN LIKE THE SOUND OF TRAINS : 7” 

Here is another 7" that slipped through the cracks... should have b 
reviewed ages ago. I loved RLT/SOT but would dread many bands t 
ing to do this sort of sound. It reminds me a lot of other great DC baj 


many bands released on the comp. mentioned above. 

familiar sound with this group, almost exactly like one of the best bai 
in Santa Barbara today, Stratego. Even the singer reminds me of 
same passion that Dillan from Stratego displays. Ialso can't forget t 
mention the real moody octaves too. SA (Simba Recordings/30 Park 
View Ave./Leeds/LS4 2LH/England) 
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SERPICO : Rumble LP 

Sleeper is a better name. Fuck the other Brit-pop band. Anyways, Serpico 
has hit a hot spot in me once again, however, this time Serpico decided to 
stay for awhile. This album is progressively much better than their older 
releases, Lyrics are as intelligent as usual.—abuse and other roles people 
play to sing about. And for all you mod cons out there, the bass player's 
favorite band is The Jam so listen for his lines, he hides them very well. 
Well, this is my favorite Serpico release and it will be yours to: An Aoki 
guarantee. SA (Equal Vision Records/PO Box 14/Hudson, NY 12534) 


SOHCAHTOA : 7* 

I don't really like this that much. It has two essentially bad traits: bad 
music and a bad recording. And this time I can't give an absolute com- 
parison to relate them to. It is just really boring. SA (Urinine Recor:ls/ 
6808 Madison Dr./Indianapolis, IN 46229) 


THE SPACE INVADERES : 2/3 Bitch 7" 

As far as my exposure is concerned, it seems that Chicago is taking over 
the pop punk scene. The Space Invaders are another better than average, 
and another episode in the Underdog catalog. The think I liked the most 
(as usual) were the mixed male and female vocals. Fun. Allin all, you 
get six songs with lyrics and fashion vinyl. I could have done without the 
Kenny Rogers (The Gambler) cover though. DF ($3 to Underdog 
Records/2206 N. Rockwell St/Chicago, IL 60647) 


SOOPHIE NUN SQUAD -7” 
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definitely worth having. BH (Jade Tree Records/ 
2310 Kennwynn Rd./Wilmington, DE 19810) 


SKOTT FREE : Behold The All-Mighty 7" 
80's style punk that reminds me of MDC at parts. 
This is in no way poorly played, but it is really by- 
the-book punk that lacks that special something to 
set it apart from the others. The production is so- 
so, I’m thinking that maybe this should have been 
released as a demo tape instead. MARK (1/2Assed 
Records/26960 Beverly Dr./Shorewood, MN 
55331) 


STALE -cD » 

The name certainly doesn't apply here. These five 
songs take forty-eight minutes... One songs is a bit 
over twenty-two minutes long! Fuck. Stale goes 
from a chaotic and frantic noise attack to a soft and 
subtle drifting snooze... Maybe some of the songs 
are a bit too much to digest. I'm not sure what to 
say, but when I am done listening I am exhausted. 
For the adventurous. Stamina is required. KM 
(Alvaran Records/Nordring 50/44787 Bochum/ 
Germany) 


SPLAYED INNARDS - 7" 

Idon't like to think I’m judging a book by its cover, 
but in this case its mighty effective. Imagine a pot 
bellied stick figure balancing on top of a flag pole 
with “Splayed Innards” scrawled across the top of 
the page. You would think that a cover would've 
been scammed at kinko's and printed on crappy 
photocopier paper, but this is printed on cardstock. 
fS Given this cover you can probably figure out what 
the music sounds like. Need another hint? The 
lyrics to one song are “I hate myself, I'm a stupid 
dick", repeated over and over again in a voice that 
is trying to do the nasally Johnny Rotten thing but 
] coming off as an annoying monotone whine. I think 
you get the picture. BH (Splayed Innards/PO Box 
2875/lowa City, IA 52242) 


SAU -Rock 7” 

At times I want to compare this to 1.6 Band, but 
with trumpets. Then the singer comes on and just 
annoys the living shit out of me with his whining. 
They also slip into these kinda psychedelic parts 
that go nowhere and the guitarist goes into wank 
mode a bit müch. And judging by the titles the 
í songs are just about stupid shit like the transform- 
ers (no lyrics included, so I can't verify this state- 
ment, maybe they were embarrassed?). BH (PO 
. Box 4781/Richmond, VA 23220) 


SHARKS KILL : 7* 

I thought I would like this record since it featured 
an old friend who was in a band called Suckerpunch 
. from the early Goleta days; a time 1 remember 
fondly... but my first listen left me not so happy. 
Then I started reading the booklet, and by the sec- 
ond listen I started to see some finer points that I 
had missed initially. Punk rock. Honesty and true thoughts. Simple 
music that isn't designed to impress; just people playing the music they 
want to play. Up beat at times, but not in a “hip hip hooray” type of a 
way. Very DIY. Exactly the way that Suckerpunch was way back when. 
Male and female vocals. KM (Atomicfireball Records/2011 NE 47th./ 
Portland, OR 97213) 


7 INCH BOOTS: 7” 

It took me abóut five minutes to decide what the best way to open this 
was... I was a bit shocked to see another 7" from this band... seems they 
been around forever now. The music is a bit too slow and realy heavy. 
Lacks some energy. A few more tempo changes would be in order. If 
you like that sort of overkill then these songs might be for you. They left 


me to tired. KM (Stigma Records/Jochen Eckrich/ , 
Rudolf-Breitscheid-Str, 15./35037/Germany) reviewS 25 


STAND AS ONE: Doubt CD 

Okay, so the name is really bad, but if you can get past that then this is a 
good CD. The music is slightly metal influenced, slightly moshy, and 
powerful. Nothing cheesy. Just straight forward and hitting hard. The 
lyrics are cynical, and the singer belts them out with plenty of throat. 
KM (Matthias Vogel/Weststrasse. 42/09212 Limbach-Oberfrohna/Ger- 
many) 


SLAPSTICKS : 7” 

Metal influenced hardcore with bellowed vocals. Kind of moshy, and 
mid tempo. Not bad. A few songs don’t work. Kick box and go off! 
Well, maybe not. Even some double kick drum action. The packaging is 
really nice looking, with a cool fold out cover. Not really interesting to 
me. KM (Zannier Alberto/Via Giusti 9/33097 Spilimbergo (pn)/Italy) 


SAM THE BUTCHER : No Time 7" 

I just reviewed the Grayling 7" before this, and to get an idea of what I 
feel about this record, you can just invert everything I said about it. Sam 
the Butcher seems to be very well intentioned, and they obviously know 
how to play, but at this instant in time their punkness is just slightly too 
poppy for me to write a really appreciative review. Their lyrics are of the 
social/personal punk type. I'd recommend the stuff on Underdog over 


songs. ( 


TREPAN NATION: Let There Be Danger 7" 
Fast, toe-tapping punk with roughly sung/yelled vocal work. Not bad, 
but nothing about it really took a bite out of my ass either. The last song, 
* Mike's HC,” had sort of a Gorilla Biscuits influence... fast and catchy. 
Trepan Nation would probably be fairly good live. KM (Static Station/ 
PO Box 803237/Chicago, IL 60680-3237) 


TREPAN NATION SxE 7" 

Oddly enough, this second 7" has changed my opinion of Trepan Nation 
somewhat. The music is still kind of toe-tapping punk rock compared 
with some youth-core influences, though the head nodding influences 
dominate. But the lyrics to “Half A Fag” are quite real, and way more 
intriguing then a lot of stuff I have seen lately. Trepan Nation remind me 
of the Berkeley/Gilman scene around the late “80s and early “905. Defi- 
nitely not following any trends here... KM (Thug Life Records/429 Circle 
Ave./Forest Park, IL 60130) 


UNDONE : The Other Side 7" 

“Life is better because for me you are 0686...” so 
about angst and anger. It all seems very real. U 
done is thinking and talking. Their booklet-cove 
is thick and has everything printed in both French 
and English. Their music is hard sounding stuff 
that isn't metal influenced or too mellow. Just 
rough cut music that holds their thoughts well. 
Really this is a great record. I don't think Un- 
done will ever get the attention they deserve, but 
if they did maybe some of the anger would fade. 
DIY hardcore that is one part music and energy, 
and one part thoughts and words. Not for the 
illiterate. KM ($5 to Stonehenge/21 Rue Des i 
Brosses/78200 Magnanville/France) 


UNCURBED ፡ Punk And Anger CD 
More thrasking metal influenced hardcore from 
Finn Records, Sweden seems to be the source 
these days for this kind of hardcore. Tight 
screaming stuff that is well produced, Discharge 
influenced and ripping with some blazing solos 
thrown in fer maximum damage. Okay, but 
Uncurbed has nothing going to set themselves 
above the rest of horde. KM (Finn Records/J. 
Lehto/Norrgatan 43/703 56 Orebro/Sweden) 


UNDER CLASS -7” 

Thave liked the other Under Class releases, but I 
wasn’t quite as happy with this one. The music 
is steal heavy and harsh and the vocals are still 
screechy, but imagine Born Against minus the 
catchy tuneful underlying element and you get 
a good picture of these Under Class songs. Lyr- 
ics are still short and biting. A good record, but. | 
I was expecting more. KM (55 to Tadpole 
Records/PO Box 2804/Brighton/BN2 2AU/En- | 
gland) 


THE VICTIMS : Anonymous 7” 
Nothing new here, just straight forward punk 
song the lines of Adrenaline OD minus the en- | 
tertaining lyrics. Gets a bit too repetitive and 
loses one's interest about half way thru. BH 
(Low Brow Records) 


THE VAPIDS - 7" 

The back cover of this record states “recycle mu- 
sic and knowledge,” while the front cover fea: 
tures the band members wearing leather jack: 
standing in front of a brick wall Let'ssee.. v... 2.5, -ሩ-- -- 
drums, Jay Vapid on bass and vocals, and even a Jimmy Vapid singing 
and playing guitar. The songs seem to be about teenagers and punk rock 
girls. Hmmm... there's a photo of a man giving the finger and saying, 
"Gabba Gabba Hey." Hey, wait one minute! These guys are the Ramones! 
Ican't believe it. BEN (Crack Records/PO Box 29048/Winnipeg, MB/ 
R3C 4L l/Canada) : 


WINO. Greatest Hits Vol. #2 7” 

Heavy, stilted rhythms with jangly guitars and distorted vocals. Starts 
out OK, but goes on and on well past the point where it could be consid- 
ered to be droning, in other words it gets old really fast. Completely 
lacks any energy. BH ($3.50 to Temporary Residence/PO Box 22910/ 
Baltimore, MD 21203-4910) 


THE WEDNESDAYS 7" ` 


This was another surprising record. It starts with an almost Pagans sound- 
መ " ing punkish rock song that does not come off 
26 Reviews sounding superficial. Then they pass by rockabilly 
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sounding stuff before delving into pure psyche. Like many records, this 
is not fully within the scope of HaC, but it's a lot better than all the lounge 
crap that's all the rage on college radio stations these days. DF (Arkam 
Records/211 North Ross/Auburn, AL 36830) 


REGAL BEAGLE/GALAXY BEE: split 7" 

I read that Regal Beagle thank Ben Weasel and the Riverdales, and Joe 
King and the Queers, so I thought I had this record all figured out. Well, 
they do sound exactly like the Queers (even talk about listening to the 
Ramones), but closer examination revealed a song that seemed to put 
down smoking a drinking. Hmm, the Queers would never do that. Then 
I came to the song, “Surfin with You". Fuck yeah, I think you pop punkers 
are all right. Galaxy Bee is totally different. Their songs are all moody, 
but each sounds quite different. Mid tempo surfy, alterna-indie stuff that 
is not described by the preceding words. DF (Regal Beagle/PO Box 
3888/Montebello, CA 90640-1830) 


DETESTATION/SUBSTANDARD : spiit 7" 

USA meets UK, awesome! Detestation is Kelly ex-Masskontrol and 
Defiance's new band, and this new band pounds. Musically it's generic, 
Swedish sounding hc (when I say generic, that is not always a negative 
comment), with female vox that are comparable to Amy of Nausea fame. 


E 
not enjoy their wacky organ oriented music slightly askew of the ska tip. 
Mixed. DF (Rejected Records/9 Woodlands Ave/Dun Laoghaire/Co 
Dublin/Eire/Ireland) 


USEFUL IDIOT/BURNT PEPPERS FOKKER: 7° 
I recall liking a Useful Idiot instrumental track on another comp 7”, but 
on this record there is singing and it is bad, bad, bad. The first song they 
do is total commercial rock. The second song shows signs of an emo- 
tional journey, but it’s not enough. The Burnt Peppers Fokker side is a 
little more rockin’, but still manages to be equally uninteresting, On top 
of it all, the sleeve is fairly sucky. Lo siento. DF (Broccoli Distribuzione/ 
Jorg Gneiting/Imsand 27/72636 Linsenhofen/Germany) 


MISERY/ASSRASH - split picture disk 7” 

Representing the two different versions of crusty punk, Misery tend to be 
more on the slow heavy side and Assrash are more up beat and energetic, 
‘Depends if you like it slow or fast, happy or sad... I like both of these 
bands, though these songs certainly aren’t their best. KM ($4 to Clean 
Plate Records/PO Box 709/Hampshire College, MA 01002) 


photo! Mat Bi 


“ስመ. 


ACRIMONY/ IRON RAINBOW : split 7" 
The insert says this is the first in a long line of releases championing the 
efforts of up-and-coming true heavy-metal acts (it actually says “acts”, I 
kid you not). Now its one thing to listen to an old band playing old 
music, its another to play music that's 20 years old without putting any 
new spin on it. The latter is what is going on here, and frankly its mighty 
stale. Maybe I'm not the one to be reviewing this since I think Black 
Sabbath is one of the most boring bands ofvall time, but even if my opin- 
ion was the opposite I think I would have a hard time liking this. BH 
(Game Two Records/PO Box 22640/Denver, CO 80222) 


DROWNING ROOM/VEIL : split 7” 

Drowning Room is one part Ozzy (intro vocals), one part Bloodlet (vo- 
cals on the remainder of the 7”) and one part Despair (kick-ass, heavy 
tiffs and nice drumming). Veil is super energetic hardcore with vocals 
that border on annoyingly high pitched. The fast parts rule, the break- 
downs leave a bit to be desired. I like the fact that both bands play fast. 
MM (Moo Cow/PO Box 616/Madison, WI 53701) 


THE VICTIMS/THE VERMINS : split 7” 
See review of the Victims 7". BH (Stoked Records/PO Box 221/Iowa 
City, IA 52242) 


JONAH/THE WEAK LINK BREAKS : split 7” 

Jonah is from Toronto, and ከ85 a sound in the same ballpark as Union of 
Uranus. Their sound is not as deep, but it does have the kind of intensity 
that could drive one to slowly pull their hair out. Tres bien. The Weak 
Link Breaks are from Virginia and have a bad name, but a good sound. 
They too, are way strained, but also add a little melody. Both bands do 
cool vocal work, and the packaging is super swell with all contents in 
French and English. Very good. DF ($3 to Bug Records/9609 Pampas 
Dr/Chesterfield, VA 23832) 


DAHLIA SEED/CRADLE : split 7" 
Both of these bands are doing the post hardcore alternative rock'n'roll 
sound. Cradle aren't that exciting, but they do it okay. Dahlia Seed are 
pretty good, and I can still remember their live sound while listening to 
this, which helps to make this enjoyable. This doesn't need a review so 
much as a listing as those that like Dahlia Seed are already numerous. 
KM (Snowblind/50 Wingfield Road/Great Barr/Birmingham/B42 2QD/ 
England) 


CERBERUS SHOAL/STILL LIFE > split 7" 

Cerberus Shoal = awe-inspiring, June of '44ish, trumpeting, images of 
walking down the dusty stréets of a ghost town, brilliance. Part one of an 
epic song entitled "Lighthouse in Athens,” their five minutes are perhaps 
too easy-listening for a lot of folks, but the song-writing is top-notch. 
(Look for the second half on some compilation in the near future). Still 
Life — acoustic, folksy, orchestrated and quite a change from all past 
work. It's actually quite a nice little tune, but it's just so weird to me 
after all these years of a patented sound. Tree = a label for those of us 
who like to shed tears of joy on occasion. DO ($3 to Tree/PO Box 
31840/Phijadelphia, PA 19104) 


ETHEL MESERVE/GIANTS CHAIR‘ split 7" 

Ethel Meserve is wonderful and beautiful, bringing to mind a luscious 
combination of Split Lip and their counterparts, Giants Chair, on the first 
album. Certainly a match made in heaven. Flowing song-writing, soul- 
ful vocals and an overall warm feeling overtakes the listener. Giants 
Chair throws us a bit of a curve, with an instrumental that comes along 
with a personal poent, but leaves the vocals out...it’s intriguing, but un- 
fortunately left me unsatisfied. The idea was nice, but 
after so many incredible releases of theirs, I expected 
something different. Oh well. The overall package 
is pleasing, and I might suggest laying down the $25 
f for the nine record series...the future releases are 
sure to be as great as the ones to date... Tree Records 
is doing some awesome stuff these days. This is 
one of those. DO (Tree/PO Box 31840/Philadel- 
phia, PA 19104) 


STILL LIFE/RESIN : split 12” 
I doubt if there has ever been a more odd mix for a 
split LP. Resin plays gnarled crusty influenced 
hardcore. Fast and loud. Scratching at your eyes 
with their claws. Still Life on the other hand tries to 
lull you to sleep... they don't want no violence. Just 
| calm. The two ends of the spectrum are represented 
| here, And I imagine there will be more people than 
| not that only listen to one side. Resin does a good 
job. At first I wasn't that impressed but after a few 
F listens I came to like their sound. Still Life is Still 
Life. Perhaps they are even slower than usual, and 
there is one song that I think is horrible, but they 
5 are still Still Life... love ‘em or hate them. KM ($6 
to Plan 17/PO Box 2157/Orange, CA 92859) 


CHAPTER/JUNTA : split 7” 

Both of these bands play fairly hard music with 
rough vocals; not crusty or too metal. Both are de- 
cent, but neither really made me too interested. Just 
good hardcore. Nothing special. KM (Fail-Safe 
Records/44 Hoyt Road/Pound Ridge, NY 10576) 


JONAH/DRIFT : split 7” 
Fuck, why did they do this? I want more!! This 
ain’t enough! You hear me, I want more!! The Ca- 
nadian sound is slowly becoming defined by bands 
like Union Of Uranus, Drift, Jonah, Holokron, One 
Eyed God Prophecy.... Thick post Rorschach influ- 
enced stuff, that has actually grown beyond any Ror- 
schach comparisson... Both Drift and Jonah do it 
really well, and this is totally doing it for me, but 
what the fuck, why not a spilt 12"? Screw 7”s... when 
you're this good beat me to death with a Long Player. 
€ KM (Anima/1416 Ambercroft Lane/Oakville, 
Ontario/L6M 1Z7/Canada) 


TRE/SEIZED : split LP 
Seized didn't really do that much for me this time 
around. Their sound is heavy and fairly harsh, but it 
just never got me going. Ire, on the other hand, got the 
energy flowing quite well. Both bands are musically similar, doing the 
heavy hardcore attack with a doomy-gloomy feel, but only Ire manages 
to really give me a good stiff kick to the ass. Undoubtedly one of the 
better things I have reviewed for this issue. KM (Fetus Records/2966 S. 
Country Club Way/Tempe, AZ 885282) 


V/A + Wood Panel Pacer Wagon With Mags LP 

I'm just gonna read off the sticker on the front right now—‘100 bands! 
A 76 band LP, A 24 band 7”, and a 32 page booklet.” Ok, in my opinion, 
comps. like these never get listened to because there’s too many fucking 
bands. It’s a collector’s item. Somethin’ that the Aok-dog would prob- 
ably buy. There are bands like J Church, Submission Hold, Schlong, and - 
Men’s Recovery Project to name some of the biggies. But just remenber 
before purchasing this, keep in mind that each song is about 30-60 sec- 
onds long, if that. Otherwise, fall into the wonderful world of collecting 
compilations. SA (Too Many Records/PO Box 1222/Spokane, WA 
99210) 


V/A * For Want Of... 

This is a great comp... Torches To Rome, Kurt, Baby Harp Seal, 
IneHumanity Solar Bomb Kit, and Christie Front Drive.., some great bands 
from Europe and America. I would definitely pick this up. KM (X-Mist 
Records/Leonhardstr. 18A/72202 Nagold/Germany) 


V/A * Hard To Believe To An Italian Old School 7" 

The bands are Sottopressione, Tear Me Down, Cattiva Inclinazione, 
Frammenti, Bocca Chiusa, and Affluente. I can't really tell which bands 
are new or old, or which ones are covering old songs, but one thing is for 
sure, They certainly are all playing old school. There's a good bit of 
translation into English, but it's still kind of cryptic. Aside from the title, 
there's not much else to say, except that it's pretty good and the booklet is 
too. Except for that one band whose name 1 always forget, this is better 
than most of the Italian stuff that I have heard. DF (Anarco Punk-HC- 
Old-School Records/Via di Mezzo, 12-01100 Viterbo/Italy) 


V/A * Wild News From The World CD 

This is weird... a comp that appears to be a new release and not some 
reissue that has (Impatient) Youth doing their classic "Praise The Lord & 
Pass The Ammunition!” Also features Peter & The Test Tube Babies, 


5037/Germany) 


V/A * Act Your Age 7" 
Jill sounds like they're trying to be an uncatchy Green Day but aren't 
even that good, the same goes for Dig Dug but it's Screeching Weasel 
instead of Green Day and they did a little better job 
being catchy. And worst yet, Jessica Six come 
in with a bunch of trashy yuck-yuck. Put ev- 
erything together and get Sore Loser who kicks ፪ 
off this piece of spinning shit which gives me 
the same feeling like when I came home and 
found all the Tofu in Gutter's mouth. But all 
the same it was fun to review. ADI (Act Your 
Age Records/3244 Locke Ln./Houston, TX 
77019) 


V/A © Love Is A Dog From Hell CD 

From the cover of this I thought it was a Chi- 

cago based compilation, however, to my knowl- 

edge this was finished in Sweden. There are a 
few greats on this as well as newcomers with 
some rock'n tunes, Bob Tilton and September 
are the only bands I’ve heard of and they both 
have real solid songs. I also noticed that there 
are a few bands on this comp. with Refused mem- 
bers and other known bands from Europe after 
reading Jonas' intro. But, all the songs here are 
definite emo-type songs. As with many other 
emo comps. the packaging here is also nicely 
done. If you want to hear the mellow side of 
Europe send away. SA (Blue Eyes Recording/ 
Geografrgr. 1423/90732 Umea/Sweden) 


V/A * Revolution Inside 7" 

This is a German benefit sampler with Steaknife, 
Fluid to Gas, Help, and WWK. Although there 
is a significant amount of information contained 
within, I can't tell what the benefit is for, ‘cause 
it's exclusively in German. The Steaknife song 
is fairly asskicking in a macking, Dead 
Kennedy's kind of way. The others only flirt 
with a sound that is interesting. Occasionally 
there is a feel good sound that is non-crappy, 
but they all plunge into overproduced nonsense. 
DF (Revolution Inside/Le Sabot/Breite Str. 76/ 
53111 Bonn/Germany) 


V/A 5 Bacteria Sour 7" 

This is a little comp 7" of a few Bacteria Sour 
bands. All tracks appear in other places, namely 
on some Bacteria Sour releases... Union, 
Masskontroll, Drop Dead, Cavity and AFI are 
all here. Another nice looking record, but more 
a novelty then a comp to be sought after (the 
vinyl itself looks quite amazing). KM (Bacte- 

ria Sour/PO Box 422986/San Francisco, CA 

94142) 


V/A» A Reason For Living 7” 

This compilation by far is the best one out in 
‘97, We've only gone about 4 months into the 
year but many comps. have been released as 
well. Anyways, 4 fucking sincere hardcore 
bands here: Despair, Snapcase, Against All 
Hope, and Envy. And each song is guaranteed 
to increase your adrenaline and point the old 
school two finger Go! Despair's song “Fiction” 
is the best song they've released, and my favor- 
ite song on this comp. Intense metallic crunch- 
ing music. Against All Hope reminds me of 
watching Drift Again and Turning Point back 
to back. I’ve been waiting for a band to come 
around to remind me of some of the good ol’ 

days. And Envy... Oh my... do I love these 

guys. To them old school SxE hardcore will 

always be in their hearts, especially in the mu- 

sic. I know these kids have GB pride, like my- 

self. And lastly, Snapcase satisfies us with an- 

other inspiring song to mosh to: And I definitely 
have to agree with my roommate, Agnostic Fraire, 
that the Case’s music this time around sounds a lot like Sick of it All. 
This is also the first song off the new CD/LP as well. Lately, I have 
strayed away from listening to many good SxE influenced hardcore bands, 
and with names like 10 Yard Fight, Floorpunch, and other “macho” cheese 
names, it is discouraging. But, this comp. basically lifted up the old and 
new school spirit in me and threw me off my high chair for one more. 
positive bed dive. Thank you with all sincerity. SA (New Direction 
Records/PO Box 1413/Lockport, NY 14095) 


LEFT FOR DEAD 


V/A * A Traves De Los Barrotes 7" 

4 Bands here: Acme, Bastardos del metal, El Corazon Del Sapo, K.B.K.S. 
And no, this is not the Acme from Europe. This compilation according 
to music quality is on the short end of the stick. The recording is blown 
apart; sounds like a 10 year old record. I’m sure these bands would have 
sound much better if they spent more time on the mixing board instead of 
the bathroom. The bands range from catchy pop punk to metal-core. 
Nothing hete gives me an energy boost except Bastardos del Metal toss- 


. ing ina wacky solo. Haven't heard solos in a long time. Well, this comp. 


is actually a benefit to one Pablo Serrano, a political prisoner. Also in- 
cluded is an extensive booklet on certain issues I can’t read since it’s.all 
in Spanish, SA (Mala Raza/Apdo. C. 6037/50080 Zaragoza/Spain) 


demos... 


SAINT JAMES INFIRMARY * demo 
Think swiz mixed. with early Monsula. Mid-tempo; slightly melodic with 
a distinctive screamed/sung quality to the vocals. Worth having. BH 
(No Address) 


McClard's bicycle reviews.... all of these demos were reviewed either; 


«caci de "This was pretty funny. 

for my ears. But I did laugh the whole way home. <chuckle> For 
stance, the lyric, “We can write, we can play, we can shake your han 
really hit home as an anthem for the next generation of punks... «chortle: 
Silly pop punk. KM (Simone Rossi/Via E. Fassicomo 1-18 Sc. Sin./ 
16139 Genova/Italy) One trip 


photo by Nick Shaw 


LEFT FOR DEAD * demo 

Loads of pissed off energy here. Lyrics are spotted with lots of good 
swearing, and the in your fucking face attitude is a good energizer. Fuck 
that little pink rabbit, I want Left For Dead to give me a good pump to the 
old heart. Music is a barage of heavy hitting hardcore damage. No wimpy 
ass toe-tapping crap. Just cranking the aggression all the way to eleven 
and let the chunks of flesh fly. I like. KM (32 Hess St. S/Hamilton, 
Ont,/L8P-3M1/Canada) Four trips 


BRIDGEWATER * demo 

Okay. Not fantastic, but okay. Bridgewater plays light moshing stuff 
with a bit of an emotive influence... you know the rock'n'roll mosh com- 
bined with singing and rockin’ melodies... <flinch> Standard stuff these 
days. I can't claim to like too many of these sorts of bands, so they were 
at a disadvantage from the get go. KM (3 Edgeclift Rd ./Baltimore, MD 
21286) One trip 


DIRTHEAD * demo. 

Basic circle-A punk tosk Nothing new, but definitely listenable. Politi- 
cal lyrics, black ent sound quality, and a good 
demo for (Scott Hermansen/ 
25118 


ሀ something 


let alone ፪፪ 
just ain't 


pea sucker for fast grinding 
deo fale vocals. Nausea would have 
beena lot better if Amy did most of the vocals, and 
Christ On Parade was better as Treason when they 
had a woman on vocals. Detestation is in suit with 
these bands. The lyrics are political and the design 
is black and white with cut and paste of course. 
Straight forward and good. KM (Consensus Real- 
_ ity/1951 West Burnside #1654/Portland, OR 97209) 
Three trips 


JUD JUD * xAFIx demo 

Wow, I am awe struck. The entire tape is done ver- 
bally. I mean “jud, jud" translates to the sound the 
guitarist makes with his mouth. Are you following 
me here? Everything is played by the mouth... The 
songs are fairly complex, and it is obvious that a 
lot of practice went in to (ከ15. This is really good. 
At first it is funny, but after that wears off it is 
apparent that Jud Jud is way more complex than a 
mere joke. KM (no address, which is too bad be- 
| cause I think alot of people would enjoy this) Four 
listens... really, I'm not kidding, four listens 


FLOODPLAIN * So They're Bringing... demo 
Another demo from Floodplain already. The mu- 
sic is pretty, heavy, but with a pulsating element; 
kind of a moshy influence hidden in there. The 
vocals are scratchy and basically harsh. Well re- 
corded. I'm surprised they don't have more vinyl 
out. KM (1701 S 10th. Ave./Sioux Falls, SD 57105) 
Three trips 


THIS SIDE UP * demo 

Basic punk stuff here. Kind of melodic and kind 
of happy, but not totally bad. Decent pop punk. 
Lyrics are standard fair. Songs about lost friend- 
ships and trying to find a way to live. Okay, but 
not fantastic. Potential is there. KM (Dario 
` Adamic/C.P. 15319/00143 Roma Laurentino/ 
Italy) One trip 


L'INVENTION DE MOREL * demo 
This is really good. It follows in the French tra- 
dition of Finger Print, Ivich, Undone, and a host 
of others... the vocals are harsh and scratchy, 
while the music is chaotic yet melodic. I still like 
this style, and for some reason the French hardcore 
scene has mastered it. KM ($4 to Olivier Lepine/ 
17-19 Rue Dunois/75 013 Paris/France) Three trips 


DISCONTENT * demo 

Silly pop punk with a poor recording, no lyric shéet, 
and a zerox cover that has the songs written on the 
other side with in pen. The music isn't too bad. 
Kind of catchy, and at times they have a harder edge 
to them and some speed. KM (718 Nellie Ave./ 
Florence, AL 35630) 


INTACT * XXX demo 

Pretty boring straight edge hardcore here. A bit of 
melody, but the vocals are shouted out. They do 
all the most generic things that go with this style of 
music. Even the cover and layout are by the num- 
bers. Follow the leader. Just not good enough for 
me to spend too much of my life on. KM (18955 
W., 115 Ter./Olathe, KS 66061) One trip 


TEZACRIFICO * To Stop Us You Must... demo 
This is quite good, and seems a lot more like a 10" then 
a demo. It even comes packaged in a cardboard cover that 
would easily have fit a 10". The music is slow drudgy stuff with one 
vocalist doing a demonic growl and the other a more intelligible shout. 
The lyrics are strong. Songs about religion, ethnic identity, cultural im- 
perialism, and immugration issues involving Mexico and America. Too 
bad more demos aren't this good. KM (Tezacrifico/Ignacio Lopez/216 


E. First Street/PO Box 6336/Los Angeles, CA p 
90063) reviewS 27 


ALPHONSE comic 5.5x8.5 $1.5 
This isn't a ‘zine, at least not in the sense that'it is continued from 
issue to issue, but more of a comic book project. The story is 
interesting, and the art is fairly nice. There is depth to it, and it isn't 
just pure entertainment. Quick reading, but that's how comics are: 

ell done. Migraine continues to do publish nice stuff. KM 
(Migrane/PO Box 2337/Berkeley, CA 94702) 


A MAN A PLAN A CANAL PANAMA 
5.5x8.5 30pgs. 326 
AMan a Plan a Canal Panama. | bet you didn't know that | just 
spelled this title backwards. Fucking rad slo- 
4 gan, huh. And who but Jon and Gabe 
5 Bowne from 


put this out. They prob- 
ably just whipped this puppie out over- 
night. Only 'zine masters could pull off feats like 
this. This 'zine contains your favorite hardcore 
band photos w/ Undertow, Farside, Bob Tilton, Un- 
broken. and short writings that keep you flippin'. 
Yes, these fabulous Bowne bros. are coming town 
to town to harness the best products in sleaze 'zine 
publications. Jon and Gabe Bowne have a large 
price on their heads for committing these sloppy, 
creative, and genuine acts placed in their ‘zines. 
They have been notorious for publishing: Laugh- 
terfanzine—all about brotherhood, unity and life; 
Positive Outlook—positive energy! Go...!; Hickey 
Boy newsletter—murderistic; The Essential 
Guide to a Positive Roadtrip—title states itself; 
and Not Quite Ready For Primetime 
Hardcore—| think Larry Flint was caught read- 
ing this 'zine before. So if anyone catches up to these "sleaze 
merchants" the reward will be high and mighty and your satisfac- 
tion መመመ 5ል - Port ር ታው መፈ ር Beach, ዕል 


ም 


E ASSASSIN AND THE WHINER #5 

5.x8.5 32 p 

pre comics here. | didn't find them all that interesting, and noth- 
p that | wanted to steal for HaC... «chuckle» But! did find one 
jot of a cat's ass to be funny. Well put together, and no shortage 
hard work, but still | just wasn't that interested. KM (Po Box 
31051/Los Angeles, CA 90048) 


AINST ALL ODDS #1 5.5x8.5 48pgs. $2 
pfore | sat down to do reviews today | 
lled out two records | hadn't 
tened to in quite 
me time: the 
fouthpiece LP 


ult was. Fucking go! 

hose interviews are featured 
long with a Strength 691 inter- 
bw. The quality of the interviews 
uld be improved by asking more 
ought provoking questions, but the editor 
lems tc be interested in getting the bands exposure 
good thing). Layout could be improved 1000 fold by tak- 
B 30 minutes instead of 15. A fanzine suited mainly for New 
rsey Hardcore... MM (1984 Valley Rd./Millington, NJ 07946) 


GUST SPIES #1. 8.5x7 24pgs. $1 

5 very decent first effort for this mostly political ‘zine. There are 
llticles on multinationals, El Mozote, some personal views about 
Work as well as an interesting and informative piece on the 
Ihymarket Riot. At times the writing gets sounding a bit like a 
jrm paper, but not so much that it is totally boring. This ‘zine also 
ümes with a pamphlet entitled “Steal From Work.” MARK (403 W. 
end St./Sioux Falls, SD 57105 


G #7 5.5x8.5 36pgs. $1 
n ‘zine from Idaho, full of all kindsa punky stuff like a Hell- 


(PO Box 534/Boise, ID 83701) 


ok oOo 


wanted to hate it but | just 00ህ Idn't. Fun in an annoying sorta way. : 


BLOODBATH # "m 5. 5 5x8. 5 10pgs. 32¢ 

When this bastard speaks I’m sure he wants the whole world to 
listen. A militant Edgar with strong political views similar to most 
other militant PC kids. Even if you couldn't read English you would 
know that it is militant because of the huge block bold font used. ! 
can see this punk sabotaging, monkeywrenchihg, and "breaking 
the law" as he states in one his articles, Well, if he can act upon 
his words, | am all for him. SA dnd tates Rm. 308, #278, 
lU/Bloomington, IN 47406) 


BREAKDOWN FAN(?)ZINE 5.5x8.5 36pgs. $1 

The full color cover asks "where is your rage?" and shows a bunch 
of punks making like hippies—lounging around on the grass like it 
was 4:20 or something. This guys rage is mostly reserved for Tony 
of Victory Records who gets trashed in a rant. XMichael X also 
worships Man is the Bastard and asks them some silly questions 
in an interview, espouses the virtues of pacifism, and the value of 
friendship. He also informs us that he took the picture of Jackie 
from Coleman that appeared in HeartattaCk. Some vegan 
recipes round this one out. It was kind of a quick read. | 
didn't find out if he wanted to free himself from liars and cheat- 
ers though. OB (1579 Indianola/Columbus, OH 43201) 


BROKEN THOUGHT #1 8.5x11 32pgs. $1 

Broken Thought is put together by a kid named Ben who lives 
on an Apache (I think?) Reservation in Arizona. There are 
brief thoughts in here about freedom and respecting the earth. 
The remainder of the pages are filled with reviews. There was 
a huge stencil-like font that was really hard to read, and 
used up way too much space. The thoughts in 
here are presented, but they aren't really elabo- 
rated upon too much... Ben seems to be really 
open to and excited about communicating with 
oe LK (PO Box 653/San Carlos, AZ 


BROTHER DANA #3 5.5x8.5 
32pgs. $2 
Silly, silly, silly. At first | was quite annoyed by 
Brother Dana, but as | read on | found myself smiling and snicker- 
ing at some of the silly contents, even my grumpy friend Toby 
laughed when he read it (he rarel laughs or smiles for that mat- 


MARK (58 Ave. C #1B/New York, NY 10009) 


BIGOT #5 30 pgs. 8.5x11 $2ppd. 
Cut and paste ‘zine from the Singapore hardcore underground. 
Includes reviews of local and international D-I-Y CDs and cassette 
demos, ‘zines and gigs. The music and print reviews are very brief. 
The show descriptions are longer and provide-some insights about 
the Singapore scene, both good and bad. 
There are two short interviews with 
Underaged and Force Vomit. and a 
onggont discussion with lan and Guy 
ugazi. Bigot also includes opin- 
ion columns and a bit of poetry. It 
would be interesting to have some 
in depth infor- 


ma- 
tion 
about the history and current events of the punk and hardcore 
scene that Bigot outlines. Unfortunately the reviews and interviews 


Singapore 530234) {what the hell Steve, “Longigent?” — kent} 


BONDAGE #1 8.5x11 20pgs. $1 

Davey says that this is his first and only issue. Honestly, there are 
some parts of it where | can’t decide if he is kidding or not. Weird. 
Maybe people who know him will like this ‘zine, but | can’t imagine 
too many other people getting it. LK (26481 La Zanja/San Juan 
Capistrano, CA 92675) 


BURN COLLECTOR #5 5.5x8.5 24pgs. $1 


Al spent a bit of time in Europe (Germany and Italy mainly) and ` 


here he shares some of his thoughts on that vacation, and Europe 
in general. He also touches briefly on the topic of identity. It's 
basically a journal. His observations are amusing and interesting, 
as usual. LK (307 Blueridge Rd./Carrboro, NC 27510) 


CANDLES FOR GIRLS #3 5.5x8.5 36pgs. $1 

Sexually oriented, take back control issues done in a brash in- 
your-face style. All the feminist jargon on these issues is in here, 
which took away from the personalness of the issues. | don't want 
to wear this person down with criticism, because this 'zine is re- 
volving on a whole other level than what gets discussed in a re- 
view. The form is the weakness, but the idea of a ‘zine like this 
eliminates the importance of form. LO (PO Box 2695/Madison, 
WI 53701-2695) 


CONSPIRACY THEORY #1 8.5x11 

When | first started flipping through these pages, | had the inten- 
tion that this was going to be rather interesting because of the title, 
you know all the talk about the Illuminati, Trilateral Commission, 
Area S1, Matrix, so on. Well, the title was greatly misleading and 
didn't have much at all to deal with the traditional definition of a 
conspiracy theorist. This is a typical 'zine stating personal agenda 
and life. The only issues not common were the church reviews and 
a list of creatures that "pinch, bite, or sting.” And the other writings 
were either fascinations or experiences that Matt discovered. | 
don't want to make this review sound like l'm giving it a bad rap, 
but it was so epa ዘ ላሁ for me to read the contrary from the 
cover. SA (no address... (which means that Steve lost the 'zine as 
well as three other ‘zines... way to go Aoki. — kent}) 


COMMON SENSE #1 5.5x8.5 68pgs. $2 

Written by four southern Californian kids with different beliefs. They 
each bring their views into this publication with topics such as 
Women's Liberation, christianity in the hardcore scene, caffeine 
as a drug, and blind patriotism. There are also interviews here 
with Botch, Eleven Thirty-Four, and Unashamed. Put together nicel 
with good pictures, | just wish there was a little more writing. D; 
(1450 Copper Mt./Diamond Bar, CA 91765) 


CONSTIPATION #8 5.5x8.5 20pgs. $1 

This is a 'zine dedicated to prison life and it is put together by 
prisoners. Our own Ron Campbell is one of the main contributors. 
| find this to be very | Malian 1 neve a fascination with prison life 


1 ig 
it gets. KM (Tree of Knowledge/1010 Scott St./Little Rock, AR 
72202) 


COMMODITY #5 8.5x11 68pgs. $3 

Well, | guess it looks nice. Computer design that is done reason- 
ably well, though they could use some better equipment since the 
photos are a bit harsh to look at (which is a dumb complaint, I'll 
admit). Interviews with Lifetime, Gameface, Hell No!, Charles 
Maggio, and Make Up. All the usual stuff in here too. Not thrown 
together. Well thought out, thou n not that interesting to me. Still, 
u das) PPer 10% of the class. (219A Spring St./Medford, MA 

1 


CATCH 22 #6/ል SLIGHT EXPRESSION 
5,5x8.5 36pgs. $1 
A fantastic split 'zine is what we have here! A Slight Expression 
kicks in withr a disturbing reprint about the horrible conditions the 
women of Nepal must face concerning abortion and 
other issues, fucking depressing. There's 
also another reprint of a discussion 
with several prostitutes regarding 
the various aspects of their work. 
There is some interesting stuff here, 
in the future | think | would like to 
see more stuff written by Leah her- 
self, because it’s very obvious to me 
that she can express herself ex- 
tremely well on paper. Catch 22 
has some inside information on ca- 
sinos, written by someone who 
works in the surveillance depart- 
ment of an actual casino. | hada 
great time reading the reprinted 
excerpts from Make Your Mark— 
a publication from the sixties that 
is all about revenge, there is some 
sat, creative, funny shit here. 
wo fabulous ‘zines in one, you'd 
be silly to miss this. MARK (4915 
Woodbury Dr./Erie, PA-16510- 
6413) 


CARMEL #4 4.5x7 44pgs. 55¢ 
This is really fascinating stuff. Usually 
| feel very uncomfortable (and quite of- 
ten, embarrassed) reading other 
people’s poetry... but on rare, wonderful 
occasions, || find a gem amongst the end- 

less piles of crap. Just such an instance is 
this. While Carmelis difficult to read at points, 
due to cheap Xeroxed pages of handwritten bits 

with poor penmanship, once you get past its short- 
comings you'll find an intriguing collection of beau- 

tifully thought-out anecdotes that flow like poems. It 
is definitely a great surprise find for me. DO (Quinn/ 
L.C. Box 1857/Lewis & Clark College/615? SW Palatine 
Hill Rd:;/Portland, OR 97219-7899) 


CONRAD 24.25 8pgs. 325 
Hmm, a ai read... ር this can best be described by the 


poetic ad TOROS ONE: LK (no address) 


CELL 2187 #1 8.5x11 32pgs. $1 

Straight edge hardcore 'zine from the Philly/DC area. Features 
are three chatty interviews with Damnation AD, H2O and Bloodlet 
that focus mostly on touring and concerns with the scene. There is 
a boycott pepsi flyer, some poorly reproduced info on poverty in 
the US, bands in action photos and some brief rants on personal 
concerns. The layout is standard two columns per page with mini- 
mal variation. On some pages the images and text really fight one 
another making for a difficult read. There are a few pages of per- 
functory music reviews of the standard Victory/Jade Tree type re- 
leases plus some local demos and 7"6(8. SJS (c/o Michelle 
Northam/225 S. 39th St./Philadelphia, PA 19104) 


DISHWASHER #14 5.5x8.5 40pgs. 505 

This was my first exposure to this quasi-legendary 'zine and | have 
to say it lives up to its reputation. pasicaly this is a Cometbus 
style ‘zine centered around dish washing. In this issue Pete re- 
counts his experience of "appearing" on The David Letterman show, 
washing dishes in the Big Apple, and includes articles on dish- 
washer unions, Woody Guthrie's dish washing career, dishwash- 
ers in the news, and comics. The cover is brilliant. OB (PO Box 
8213/Portland, OR 97207) 


DWGSHT #8 8.5x11 36pos. $1 

Somehow I’ve never seen a copy of any of the first seven issues of 
this fanzine. However, l'm es number eight ended up in my pile 
of paper to pilfer through. Dwgshtis a politically minded fanzine in 
which well written material is balanced with a proper dose of art, 
reviews and advertisements. A good interview with CODE XIII, 
another interview with Assassination of President McKinley and 
an informative piece on the Attica (NY) Prison Uprising. You should 
definitely check it out. MM (PO Box 701/Annapolis, MD 21404) 


DWGSHT #9 8.5x11 48pos. $2 

| hadn't read Dwgsht in a while before | looked through this one. 
For those unfamiliar with the ‘zine, it's a HaC/MRR-type ‘zine (news- 
print, with columns, letters, reviews, articles, ads, etc.). The ar- 
ticles on the Lawrence Strike of 1912 and the San Francisco Gen- 
eral strike of 1934 were well written and informative. Some of the 
pages were a bit hard to read due to the layout, but then again | 
Seem to be one of the chosen few who suffer from an unable-to- 
read-text-over-greyscale disease. Oh well. Well done. LK (PO 
Box 701/Annapolis, MD 21404) 


DROP OUT #4 8.5x5.5 36pgs. $2.5 

Sometimes travel diaries are interesting and at other times they 
can be kind of boring. This one falls somewhere in the middle. 1 
met Allan several years ago while Du with Downcast in Eu- 
rope, so that gave me some basis to read his stories. l'm not sure 
how enjoyable this would be without that basis. Anyway, if you like 


travel diaries then here is another to check out... Allan is originally - 


from Scotland, and much of the traveling takes place in Europe, 


but also to mental states. KM (Allan McNaugnton/PO Box 41 134 
San Francisco, CA 
94141-1341) 


DIET SOCIETY 
#5 5.5x8.5 24pgs. $1 
Emphasis on Mexican politics. There is an "rete on the Zapatista 
National Liberation pies and an article on Ricardo Flores 
(1873-1922), a turn of the century revolutionary, complete with a 
list of sources, Also included: music and kung-fu action flick re- 
views, ‘zine recommendations, and two bad ass photo with clever 
text pages that would make good flyers for something. GLUCK 
(1212 E. Dallas #A15/McAllen, TX 78501) 


THE DIATRIBE 8.5x11 24pgs. stamps 

A straight edge and vegan slanted hardcore 'zine. Supposedly 
this was to be a bigger and better production but the publishers 
ran out of energy and cash. Some mediocre band interviews and 
an unreadable ARA Columbus interview. Some tag team reviews 
of records and zines—mostly DIY hardcore stuff, a lot of found 
Stuff from newspapers and magazines cut and pasted and some 
opinion columns close out this ‘zine. Diatribe lacks focus, the black 
and white graphics often did not print well and this probably should 
have been a smaller xeroxed ‘zine. Includes some useful insights 
on how to not do a 'zine, some intentional and some unwittingly. 
SJS (510 Loveland Dr./Omaha, NE 68114) 


DAGOBAH #1 8.5x11 46pgs. $2 
This fanzine is the nuts and bolts of today's hardcore band photos 
with some standout oldies—Downcast, Insted, Bold pin-up page. 
Divided by 3 different personalities (2 of which were in a fucking 
thrash and trash band called Stickfigurecarousel) but all doing the 
'zine for the same reason—to embrace hardcore—the politics, the 
music the “emo’tions, the action and the good times. There isn't 
much writing involved except from Justin's page. He concentrates 
mainly on how distant the foundation of punk music and ethics 
have strayed from the hearts and minds of hardcore kids today. 
And he does mention the putrid waste of what is known as 

the Monster Crew. . All his arguments are right on. 
There are also two interviews with Endeavor and 
Roswell Project (a new band from the Orange 
County/San Diego area). And one last comment, 
these boys are down on the positive tip. Yeah! 
Xp.m.a.X SA (31 Brownsbury/Laguna Niguel, 
CA 92656) ; 


DDT #1 5.5x8.5 20pgs. $1 
This guy likes to write so he made a ‘zine. That seems 
like a good enough reason to me. Colin chose to write 
about how stereotypes suck, a trip to the Fireside Bowl to 

see The Hitmen and Cold as Life, art, and some "emo" self. 
analyzing pieces. The story about Cold as Life is pretty funny as 


OOK TOO 


Bloomingdale Ave./Valparaiso, IN 46383) 


` ing a beer on the cover for good measure. Incidentally, 


Krug, Latex Generation, Neurosis, and Refused (the b 


መሸ For you (10211 1 ነሃ 


DROP OUT #4 newspaper 16pgs. $1 

For anyone interested in school (and dropping out) issues, Drop 
Outis.a good resource to look into. Lots of stuff about (obviously) 
dropping out, homeschooling, and a bunch of articles related to 
alternative education. There are a bunch of contributions from lots 
of folks in different positions... teachers, students, people who've 
dropped out, and people who've Vnus A well done 'zine and 
berry d LK (c/o Hindenburg/1114 21st St./Sacramento, CA 


ECTOPIA #4 5.5x8.5 40pgs. $2 

| don't know how | overlooked this for so long. This is really old: 
Anyway this entire issue is dedicated to Seth Tobocman. An inter- 
view with him plus lots of his art. This is a great ‘zine. Well put 
together and very nice to look through. It even comes in a hand 
screened jacket. Sweet. KM (G. Grinnell/RR 1/Rockwood, Ontario/ 
NOB 2K0/Canada) 


FACCAO UNDERGROUND #3 6.5x8.5 28pgs. $2 
Here you've got a punk 'zine out of Brazil. There is an interview 
with Invasores de Cérebros, stuff on Youth Brigade, and a bunch 
.. opinions/articles. Unfortunately | can't read it because it's not in 
n 
CEP: 01060-970/Sào Paulo - SP./Brazil) 


FAIRE CONNAITRE #3 5.5x8.5 24pgs. $1.50 

This is something new. 2'zines in one and they both have different 
agendas. The bigger one of the two is specifically for one line 
phrases. Many of these are intelligible Mari to start some satiri- 
cal and intellectual cocktail conversations. “If the best things in life 
are free, why do homeless people seem so unhappy" The other 
‘zine is personal blah, blah, blah which is mandatory in every ‘zine. 
I'm not bustin’ balls either. That's about it for Faire Connaitre. SA 
(1515 Elisha St./Danville, IL 61832) 


FALLING FROM GRACE #2 5.5x8.5 52pgs. $1.96 
Billy shares his thoughts about graduating from high school and 
entering college in here, and there is a kind of nostalgic, good-bye 
interview with Inkwell, and also one with Into Another that discusses 
major labels and MTV, but not in depth at all. Also there are a 
bunch of photos. LK (780 E. Campus Rd./Athens, GA 30605) 


FETCH THE PLIERS! #3 8.5x5.5 20pgs. 51 
| really enjoy the general "do your own thing" attitude of this 'zine. 
I'm sure many of Dave's opinions and much of what is written here 
will offend and/or piss people off, but it is all very honest and (in my 
opinion) realistic. Right ዕበ! There are interviews with Timojhen 
ark of Vacuum Records/Mailorder and Praparation-H, some nutty 
death metal band from Cincinatti, as well as record and show re- 
views. | definitely reccomend getting your grubby little hands on 
this ‘zine! MARK (Dave/3 Elm St./Ottawa, ON/K1R 6M9/Canada) 


ht-edge 
arried, 
erms (at 
least 25 years old). | was hoping that | Would get 
some insights from a different perspective on 
hardcore and straight-edg@, but in- 

stead Fist of Fury stays with the 


tried and ffue ‘zine 

format 9f inter- 

ን 8 views, bad photo- 
.. light reading. graphs %ዞ t6- 
views. e inter- 

views Bre with 


Rebecca Ransom (Evade Fanzine), 

Contempt, and Chokehold (a reprint from 
Wound fanzine that is replete with shit talking). 
I'd really like to see more of the editors thoughts and opin- 
ions in future issues. He loves to trade ‘zines—especially if your 
‘zine contains straight-edge stuff. OB (PO Box 55603/Mayward, 
CA 94545) ur 


FIVE KNUCKLE SHUFFLE #4 8.5x11 240085. 
So, a couple of wise guys decide to put out a ‘zine: They if 
FYP and Jesus, prank call some local vinyl siding co 
print a college essay exam on economic oppression, tvi 
new crop of records and 'zines (and Kung-Fu movies), 
Epitaph and Victory, and print a photo of some X-ed up 


favorite 
binned it 


feature in this one is "Lessons Learned the Hard Way.” 
up on my wall. EZ (PO Box 41/Leland, MS 38756) 


FLOCK OF SHEEP #3 5.5x8.5 20pgs. 506 
The 'zine isn't half as funny as the letter that came with 
is still quite funny. Concervative and Christian, Edward 
us about eating a "bolonge sandwhich" in front of the 
stuff about abortion being bad and how America is the 
the free... laughed, and that is the point. May the lord 
too, Edward. | might print his letter in the letter section, 
ሺ... KM (PO Box 80281/Lincoln, NE 68501) 


FOR THE LOVE OF GOD #1 5.5x4.25 22pg 
Christian SE 'zine who's editor seems to be having quite 
integrating his beliefs with the world he lives in. Inte 
Feet Deep and assorted re 
no 4 (134 11th Ave. S. #21 

, MN 55343) 


es to tell 
pvison... 
juntry of 
less you 
look for 


couple of coluit 
Interviews with Digg 


(PO Box 4/Bethlehem, PA 18016) 


glish, Oh well. LK (Faccáo Underground/Caixa Postal 4.587/ - 


FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE STORE 

2.5x4.25 16995. 256 

Well, Eric is working the graveyard shift at a convenience store, 
and this 'zine was created during one of those shifts. | was expect- 
ing this to be full of anti-working rants, but that only made up a 


' small part of the ‘zine. There are also brief thoughts on love, rela- 


tionships, and loneliness. LK (PO Box 30/New Berlin, PA 17855) 
FUCKTOOTH #22 5.5x11 88pgs. $2 


This is a fuckin' book. A shit load of stuff to read. Even comes with 
a supplement. Interviews with yours truly, Theo Witsell (Spectacle 
‘zine), and Ryan Taxles... plus contributions, health guides, writing 
from Jen Angel (editor), and some reviews and recommendations. 
Good stuff. One of the'few good ‘zines. Personally, between you 
and |, | can count all the consistently good ‘zines on my fingers, 
and this is one of them. KM (PO Box 3593/Columbus, OH 43210) 


FORTY-TWO 5:5x8.5 20pgs. $1 

A quick read full of anti-Christian, anti-sexism rants and some in- 
trospective personal wung: Nothing particularly groundbreaking. 
One thing that has always bugged me (and was bugging me while 
| read this), is when people spell “women” with a uw do Pen reall 
think that this is helping promote equality? | don't. MARK (P 
Box 4181/Greensboro, NC 27404) 


GIRLWONDER #10 4.25x11 32pgs. $1 

Personal 'zine with political overtones and some reviews... and if 

qu interested there is more stuff about Chris Bonner in here... 
he name kind of sums up the direction. KM (6583 Maple Dr./ 

Clarkston. MI 48346) 


GEARHEAD NATION :33 5.5x8.5 8pgs. IRC 

This one's a bit shorter than previous issues... it totals 8 pages. 
Still contains the usual reviews and columns. Definitely well worth 
the price. LK (Derek/57 Stapolin Lawns/Baldoyle/D13/Ireland) 


GREEDY PIGS #3 5.5x8.5 32pgs. $2 

From Rugby, England.. Greedy Pigs focuses on hardcore in En- 
gland. A long interview with Stampin' Ground and shorter ones 
with Kickback and D. H. Peligro. An essay on Subway Sect, re- 
views of many English 'zines and music and random other stuff fill 
up these pages. Interviews are focused and the publisher has a 
local and worldview. The photos and artwork have reproduced 
poorly though. SJS (Jonathan Baker/19 Brindleyard/Rugby/Warks/ 
CV21 4BJ/England) 


HEAD SHY #4 5.5x8.5 40005. $1.64 

The visual aspect of this 'zine is just crazy. It must've taken a long 
time to get these all folded and stapled this way! Topics covered 
inside include political correctness, vegetarianism, patriotism, and 
much more. The 'zine is well done, and it seems that a lot of 
thoughts was put into the ideas, which seems to be a rarity in many 
‘zines. My on y ጠሩ።። አሬ) is that it would be a bit easier to read if 
the y of the grayscale was a little better. LK (103 Nuangola 
Ave./Mt. Top, PA 18707-9819) 


HEIGHTS KID #4 8.5x7 48pgs. $2 
This is clean and concise magazine with cool columns toon” 
another classic from Al Burian), photos (a great shot of lan from 
The Make-Up), record reviews (I've never heard any of the records 
reviewed, but | guess that's the point); articles (a fantastic informa- 
tive three page overview of subliminal messages in rock music), 
and short interviews with /carus Was Right 'zine, Metroschifter, 
Descendents, and Boys Life (the shortest interview ever). Consid- 
ering the number of terrible 'zines out there, noga Kidis really 
ood stuff and don’t you forget it! BEN (4017 Glen Canyon Ct. 
E/Albuquerque, NM 87111 


HELP #3 5.5x8.5 60pgs. $1 

This one is out of Nevada and is definitely one of the better ‘zines 
| have read this round in the HaC bout. Straight out—this is for all 
the hardcore kids. Interviews with Suppression Swing—HB's baby; 
Parades End—one of the better bands around today; Hardware 
fanzine—a bad ass rad ‘zine that's been around forever; and YOT! 
This interview was reprinted from a 'zine Open Your Eyes during 
the spirit of '88. Fucking Go! There are monkloads of reviews and 
tons of "capture the moment" pics. A great 'zine with a great lay- 
out. SA (137 Tamarack #12/Henderson, NV 89015) 


HEMLOCK #1 5.5x8.5 52pgs. $1.64 

| haven't quite figured out what it is, but there's something about 
well-done personal ‘zines that totally attracts me to them. Hem- 
lock is another addition to this category. Jenny talks about rape, 
her family history, and much more. The conversation she had about 
veganism and how it relates to class is also really interesting to 
read. If you are an admirer of personal ‘zines or want to get a feel 
for what they are, Hemlock is a fine place to look. LK (PO Box 
479081/Chicago, IL 60647) 


THE HIP READER #1 5.5x8.5 16pgs. 64¢ 

I'm not exactly sure where Jesse is going. He didn't include the 
questions he asked in the Unwound interview just for the heck of 
it... and there's something odd about the writing that | just can't 
seem to put my finger on... leq I'm just not hip enough. | don't 
know what to say... a little about Star Wars, a little about poisonous 
snakes, a little about music... what he really wants here are trades 
for.other ‘zines. LK (54 Parkwood Blvd. Apt. 3B/Hudson, NY 12534) 


HODGEPODGE #1 8.5x11 64pgs. $2 

A thick newsprint ‘zine containing interviews with Coalesce, Kill 
Your Idols, Converge, Shift, and Floorpunch. Also reviews, ads, 
photos, articles, an advice column, and a special Long Island sec- 
tion. This is only the first issue and the ‘zine needs to develop a bit, 
but it's off to a good start. Oh, if you're going to include lots of 
photos, it might be a good idea to get a better scanner. Some of 
the photos were a mess, and the writing on ads was unreadable in 
many places. LK (983 Little Neck Ave./N. Bellmore, NY 11710) 


HARDWARE #9 8.5x11 80pgs. $2 

Another issue filled with attitude and hardcore pride. Funny inter- 
views mostly, and lots of odd history. Bands included are... get 
ready to snort... Infest, Blast, Downcast, Absolution, Mouthpiece... 
| swear this is a new issue, no joke. Anyway, | enjoyed the read. 
The Downcast interview was really funny because make any sense 
out of what the editor was saying in the intro. If hardcore died for 
you back in ‘89, then Hardware will take you back to yester year. 
KM (120 Coolidge St. 2nd Floor/Linden, NJ 07036-4302) 


l———————— 


HOUSE BROKEN #3 8.5x11 32pgs. $3 E f MAD MONKS MAGAZINE #8 8.5x5.5 56pgs. $1 


Other than the interviews with the Resurgents, By the Grace of 

God, Propagandhi, and H20, you won't find much else in House 

Broken except for the reviews section. If | was actually interested 

in reading these interviews, ! probably wouldn't be so disappointed 

906) project. Oh well! DA (349 West 8th St. Apt. 4/Erie, PA 
5 


IMPERMANENCE #1/FIGMENT #1 

8.5x11. 44pgs. $2.64 

Figment is enjoyable enough, with some cool comics and spastic 
writing from Mikhaela & Co. My favorite parts were the tales of 
Billy, Bobby and Charley, three jerky guys who have made the Fig- 
ment folk miserable at one point or another... and'speaking of mis- 
erable... impermanence made me miserable with its tortured poet 
0192 yuck. MARK (Mikhaela/PO Box 7163/Lowell, MA 01852- 

163 


IMMEASURABLE DIFFERENCE #9 

5.5x8.5 28pgs. 64€ 

Contains a couple columns, some short 'zines reviews (like this 
one), a bunch of useless record reviews, the call to action against 
Nike and Disney info sheets, and book report like essays on chemi- 
cal and biological tests on the US public, ghosts in Illinois, Joan of 
Arc and affirmative action. A nice photo collage ends this 'zine. 
Good job in general though the record review section might well 
not exist. SUS (401 W. Springfield Apt. #A/Urbana, IL 61801) 


1 HATE YOU #666 5.5x8.5 28pgs. $1 
At first thought | thought this was going to be something in the vein 
of Fuck You Fanzine or the Blood Book. | mean the cover did have 
some poor individual hanging from ropes and missing a 
lot of entrails. Instead the hate and despair 
comes through a lot more honestly then it 
ever did in those ‘zines. | didn't feel'very 
good after | read this. Besides pictures of 
more extreme power violence type of bands 
and rather gruesome shots of mutilated 
human beings there are some recountings 
of things fucked up: a racist roommate, dys- 
functional home life, being hit by a car, 
friends flaking, and rapists in the scene. The 
last article is ended with a dedication to 
HeartattaCk which is, | am sure, not for this 
‘zine's inspiring support extended to victims 
of sexual violence. / Hate You is very nega- 
tive, very effective, and very disturbing. OB 
(PO Box 170612/San Francisco, CA 94117) 


IN MEDIAS RES #8 

5.5x8.5 20pgs. $2 ' 

This issue has improved with its layout and 
still retains its good articles. There are plenty 
of reviews plus interviews with Urte who runs 
the record label World Upside Down, Aus Rot- 
ten, and Gecko. There is also an interesting 
piece about the history of the Foggia Squats 
in Italy. DA (Marko Strpic/Rakusina 3/10000 
Zagreb/Croatia/e-mail Marko.Strpic 9 ZAMIR- 
ZG.ztn.apc.org) 


ICE 9 #1/#2/#3 
8.5x11 24/24/32pgs. $1 each 
Pure silliness. Just about as un-p.c. as 'zines 
get. They're mainly comprised of ads and re- 
views and a couple of interviews (silly, of course). 
There's a line that one can cross that turns 
"moral correctness" into stupid "political correct- 
' ness,” and there's another line where silly and 
stupid turns into repulsive. This one walks that 
line. Some folks would have no problem with it, 
I'm sure, but | think there are so many more in- 
teresting and worthwhile things in print that 
there's little use for /ce 9. | guess more than any- 
thing, it's the constant barrage of ads containing 
cows with penises for udders and cops doing it 
doggy-style that turn me off... DO (PO Box 6737/ 
Fullerton, CA 92834) 


IN PLAIN WORDS #2 8.5x11 10pgs. $1 
Short unpretentious personal 'zine which spends 
some pages on vegan and environmental issues 
and provides some brief information on animal 
products and animal testing. The observations that 
fill the remainder of the pages are personal and 
more interesting though not much more in depth. 
Random unfocused meanderings in a double col- 
umn layout, stapled upper left hand corner. SJS 
(401 W. Kennedy Blvd./Box 829/Tampa, FL 33606) 


INTROVERTED OUTLET #1 
5.5x8.5 40pgs. $2 

It was odd to see interviews with Bruno and Brob 
side by side... | guess that was the point (in the Bel- 
gium hardcore world these two represent slightly 
different factions, and | do meant slightly different). 
This is a bit personal, many parts political, and some 
hardcore stuff thrown in as well: Lots to read. Fairly 
balanced and pretty good. KM (Dirk/Groenlaan 55/ 
9550 Herzele/Belgium) 


JOIN KAO «2 8.5x11 48pgs. $2 

A Danish hardcore and punk ‘zine written in English. This issue 
has a strong Japanese flavour with via mail interviews with Envy 
and Bonescratch and a short overview of the music of K. K. Null 
including a mostly complete discography. Also included: a lengthy 
scene report from the Czech Republic and Slovakia, two short sto- 
ries, interviews via mail with Stalingrad that has much info about 
the Bradford England scene and brief but useful information about 
Northern Ireland. Columns cover some social and personal is- 
sues and a wacky visit to an L. Ron Hubbard Centre. The rest of 
the issue is reviews; some 'zines and many records from under- 
ground labels throughout Europe, Japan and the US. Graphically 
Join Kao has a basic two columns per page format which is fre- 
quently broken up by photos or enlarged text or other inclusions 
that keep the pages from black and white uniformity. Nice job. 
SJS (T. Nielseri/Fae Rogade 57, 3TH/9000 Aalborg/Denmark) 


KNOWLEDGE SUCKS #4 8.5x5.5 36pgs. $3 

Markus has really out done himself here. The ‘zine looks fantastic. 
| mean really, it looks fantastic. The entire thing is printed in a 
redish ink with some black on the cover. The writing is jaded as 
hell. Markus sounds old and tired at times, which is funny coming 
from me. Anyway this is really good. One of the few good ‘zines in 
ar bes KM (Markus Hofko/Schnitterstr. 23/86179 Augsburg/ 

ermany 


THE LITTLE 'ZINE THAT COULD s2 

5.5x8.5 24pgs. 32€ 

| sincerely wanted to like this 'zine more... David seems like an 
earnest guy with some very heart-felt opinions. Read all about 
how voting is completely devoid of meaning, immigration is not a 
crime, skinheads suck, Bikini Kill is beneficial to the scene, the 
education system is fucked, rapists should be sexually disfigured, 
etc. Also includes a good interview with Chris from Pansy Division 
and a piece on how to scam Blockbuster Video. EZ (PO Box 741/ 
Brunswick, OH 44212) 


LEGITIMATE TARGET #1 5.5x8.5 28pgs. $1 

Mostly journal type entries showing an interesting progression of 
how the writer starts and hates work at the beginning of summer, 
later he gets laid off, becornes lonely and wishes he was at work, 
then he gets ready to leave home to attend the university at the 
end of summer. Been there and done that. Also an interesting talk 
on women's rights with excerpts from the old testament. Some of 
the photos are hard to make out in the cut and paste layout. GLUCK 
(D. Goss/18 Edenmore Rd./Mayobridge/Newry/Co. Down/ 
BT34 2JH/N. Ireland) 


LOOK THE OTHER WAY #4 5.5x8.5 24pgs. $1 
A cut and paste personal 'zine. Contains some brief stories and 
writings of the everything suck angst filled variety. The 'zine and 


music reviews are perfunctory though attention is given to some 
local and lesser known stuff. The biggest problem here is the shitty 
layout, poor copy quality of some of the sections and the tiny size 
of other sections. It is often difficult to read and not always worth 
the effort. SUS (PO Box 8183/Victoria, BC/V8W 3R8/Canada) 


LET THEM ALL EAT CHEESECAKES #2 

8.5x11 56pgs. $2 

Straight edge hardcore ‘zine from Costa Mesa. This is almost en- 
tirely filled up with band in action photos and kids having fun with 


* camera photos. Two brief interviews with Sensefield and Dahlia 


Seed cover a bit of band bio info. There are a few short scraps of 
personal writing, usually about former friends. With so many pho- 
tos it's too bad most didn't copy very well. SJS (1903 Santa Ana 
Ave./Costa Mesa, CA 92627) 


A good humored ‘zine out of Cardiff, Wales. The focus is toward 
the skate punk/Fat Wreck Chords area of the “ናዮ Spec- 
trum. The pages are densely packed with a multitude of interviews 
with bands from US and UK and folks from UK labels and 'zines. 
The length of the interviews varies but there are a lot of words 
packed into each page and most of the questions lead to informa- 
tive responses. Throughout the ‘zine are scattered various UFO 
references, some local to Wales news, opinions, travelogues and 
other wackiness. Some photos and music reviews also. A few of 
the interviews include: Vandals, Mr. T Experience, Lithium Joe, 
Russell Remains, Fearless Records and many more. This is a 
dense ‘zine. SJS (Mad Monks Mag/15 Leven Close/Lakeside/ 
Cardiff/CF2 6DN/Wales/UK) 


MAGNETIC SPAM #2 8.5x7 28pgs. 50¢ 

A very personal ‘zine. Abbey writes down her thoughts in a raw 
unmediated flow of words. Most of the stuff on these pages is so 
self conscious that it is like reading diary entries from which all 
specific information has been excised. Obviously the creation of 
Magnetic Spam is a cathartic exercise for Abbey a more power to 
her. Also included are a few poems and roughly sketched car- 
toons from her friends, Most pages are handwritten in sloppy print- 
ing and layout has little concern for whether another person ma 
try e this. SJS (282 Belle Vernon Ct./Rochester Hills, MI 
4830! 


MONKEYBITE #1 8.5x11 64995. $2 
These people are obsessed with apes. Along with the usual music 
'zine contents (interviews with Man is the Bastard, Devoid of 
Faith, and more... also some reviews... and some ads...) there 
are a lot, and | mean A LOT, of pictures and facts about 
apes. There is an episode by episode description of Planet 
of the Apes, The Tale of Zippy the Chimp, a Planet of the 
Apes chronology... and just when | thought they must be out 
of ape-ish things to do, | came to the ape mask making 
page.. Wow. Apes. Lots of them. LK (PO Box 1142/ 
Cupertino, CA 95015-1142) 


MOTION SICKNESS #3 8.5x11 48pgs. $1.25 
So here is another 'zine that tries walking the fence be- 
tween the DIY underground and the youth culture our cor- 
porate entertainment industry wishes to develop and mar- 
ket. Many words are spent justifying the publisher's deci- 
sion to enjoy the music promoted by his ‘zine. The inter- 
views involve some pre-planned questions and some con- 
versation amongst the participants, though they usually 
degenerate into intoxicated rambling and silliness. The 
tried and true excuse—"oops this ain't so good, | was 
drunk" is trotted out far too frequently. Common to most 
of the interviews is some discussion attempting to define 
selling out. Aside from some show reviews, which for the 
most part are glorified alcohol consumption score cards, 
there is little attention paid St. Louis bands and music 
news. Personal insights take two forms- this is how drunk 
1 got at the show, or- the scene was so much better back 
when... and there is a general feeling of worn out des- 
peration with a scene that doesn't want to accept the 
publisher's version of punk. He begins the 'zine with a 
column whining about the difficulty of putting out a ‘zine 
and how no one appreciates his efforts anyway. It seems 
to me people should make themselves happy first and 
then see who else is interested. Put more effort into the 
document and quit complaining is a good rule. If no- 
body cares, so what. Atleast you made yourself happy. 
SJS (6221 Delmar Blvd./Apt. 202 Rear/St. Louis, Mi 
63130) 


NUMBER TWO #8 
8.5x11 2 volumes/104pgs. each $2 
A massive undertaking in construction and reading as 
‘zines go. #2 covers all the bases of the underground 
punk, hardcore and pop scene. Includes long, in depth 
and thoughtful interviews with Unwound, the VSS, the 
Van Pelt, Tim Warren (Crypt Records head honcho), 
Girls VS Boys (pre-Geffen) and Sideshow/Caulfield 
Records plus shorter interviews with Mocket Mocket, 
Karate and J. Church. An enormous review section 
with lengthy, thoughtful and occasionally literary dis- 
cussions of music and ‘zines sets a standard for record 
reviews that is rarely touched elsewhere. The remain- 
der of the pages are filled with thoughts and 
meanderings from the #2 creators on American me- 
dia, the Lord High Fixers, punk and jazz LP cover art 
similarities, horse racing, Gastr Del Sol, technology, 
graphic design of retail signage in Brooklyn plus the 
entire text of the Telecom Act of 1996. There is a 
bunch of other more personal and dreamy prose like 
writings also. A healthy and hearty read. Straight- 
forward three column per page layout with many in- 
triguing graphic alterations and inclusions. SJS (PO 
Box 1764/New York, NY 10009) 


NATURAL MYSTIC 'ZINE «2 

9x6.5 36pgs. $1 

From Argentina, Natural Mysticfocuses on the punk 

and hardcore scene in South America and Mexico 

as well as a bit of local politics. Mostly in Spanish with some En- 
lish translations. Interviews with Pensaro Morir, Vieja Escuela, 
urto and Charly Brown from South America, Millencolin and Un- 

natural from Europe. Also includes a report on Mexican death 

metal, and essays on Tobacco and rey CJA. Review section cov- 

ers ‘zines, demos and 7"ers mostly from South American folks. 

SJS (cc 3893/Correo Central(1000) 

Cap. Fed./Argentina) 


NOTES ‘ZINE #11 5.5x8.5 28pgs. 64€ 

The author/artist speculates that her work may be categorized as 
“arty and personal” along with a reminder that the politics—the 
daily stuff she/we experience is what this type of expression comes 
out of. | liked this 'zine because | agreed with most of the opinions 
expressed. | didn't understand some of the “creative writing,” but | 
did enjoy the equally creative yet traditionally styled "notes" on 
school, friendship, sexism at work, as well as the mixed media 
artwork. | recommend this 'zine, especially to people who view a 
woman's personal expression as being separate from the political. 
GLUCK (72 Adamson St./Allston, MA 02134) 


"can't put their shit talking to- 


. Jake interview weren't all too exciting, but the rest of the ‘zine kept 
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f ait PUNKER THAN TEDDY RUXPIN #2 


NOTHING LEFT #4 8.5x11 36pgs. $1 

Well, this ‘zine is similar to HeartattaCk in more way than one... It's 
got the columns, interviews, reviews, ads thing going on, and it 
looks exactly (well, pretty darn close to exactly anyway... close 
enough to make it really strange) like HeartattaCk. There is even 
a page where they review the HaC reviewers. Hmm... odd... These 
people have a strange sense of humor, but I'll admit that | was sort 
of amused by the concept of HaC reviewer reviews. The inter- 
views are with Texas is the Reason, Mid Carson July, and Bedford. 
LK (PO Box 1073/Wilkes-Barre, 
PA 18703) 


NEWSUCK #2 
8.5x11 12pgs. free 
Not much here but some politi- 
cally slanted clip-art and some 
Dead Kennedys flyer reprints. . 
This looks as if it was thrown 
e cog [በ about a minute. 
MÁRK (Turner Rd. Box 3550/ 
Buckfield, ME 04220) 


NSIVE- 
PANT #1  5.5x8.5 
14pgs. don't pay shit 
This is former! bee as He- 
She Fanzine. The title speaks 
for itself but they do not do it 
in an intelligible fashion. Any- 
one can talk shit but it all mat- 
ters on how you present it and 
definitely how you piece your 
words together. Offensive . 


ether well enough so | give 

iem an F-, ..fuckin’ assholes. _ 
SA (16131 Kipling Cir./ 
Westminster, CA 92683) 


OUTPUNK #6 

8.5x11 72pgs. $2 
Outpunk continues to shock 
and offend... good job. 
Whether you are looking to 
expand your horizons or 
open your mind Outpunkis + 
an interesting read. | al- 
ways enjoy reading it, 
though at times I find some 
of their political opinions to 
be real mainstream... they 
should stick to gender poli- 
tics. Anyway, this issue is 
a collection of pieces writ- 
ten and drawn by queer 
'zines or queer 'zine edi- 
tors. Everything from 
Positron to Bikini Kill to 
Girl Friend... KM (PO 
Box 170501/San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94117) 


OUT OF ORDER 
#9 5.5x8.5 44pgs. $1 

This is definitely a DIY 
'zine with the focus on 
politics. Stuff about 
education in America, 
gay bashing, Food Not Bombs, and more... This 
is the 9th issue put out all in one year! The reviews and Less Than 


my attention well. LK (PO Box 6537/Katy, TX 77491) 


OMNIBUS AL DENTE #2 5.5x8.5 $1 
Okay art/comic ‘zine. Didn't thrill me, but | did like the cover. Not 
the best of the bunch, but still decent. The work is done by numer- 
ous folks, and unfortunately | rcs a couple of the artists. KM 
(3642 W. Ross Ave./Glendale, AZ 85308) 


PRETENDING #2 7x8.5 44pgs. ? 

All images, no text. Just drawings from the editor. Consistent look. 
Nice. No address, but a Swivel Action release... so those in the 
know might track this down. | like looking at the drawings, and | 
even stole one for the last issue of HeartattaCk.... KM 
(Swivel Action) 


THE PACT 
5.5x8.5 16pgs. $1 
A great little comic book here. 
Nice quality and a funny story 
about a boy's take-over as the 
Big Man in Hell. Cute with a 
devilish edge. ል sweet little 
ditty. Migraine's put out some 
goodies in the past and this one 
doesn’t fail to please, either. 
Find out what roles Stryper and 
“Captain Blueballs” play in the 
Eternal Inferno. DO (Migraine/ 
PO 2337/Berkeley, CA 94702) 


PANACEA #3 
8x6 44pgs. $2 
| was going along fine, reading 
the interviews with Yankee Wuss 
and Bezerk, taking in the ar- 
ticles; but when | hit the special 
bonus ‘zine All The Prett 
Houses inside, | hit a wall. 
There is this letter from the edi- 
tor to an old friend that totally 3 
me of someone | know and it fucked me up. | mean, 
for a second, | thought the thing was to me. It was that 
close to something | had experienced. Nothing else reminded me 
of this old friend, but the letter was down-right creepy. After that 
poe the ‘zines shot up 100 percent on my scale and | went to bed 
appy, but freaked out. LO (PO Box 123/Gaston, OR 97119) 


' reminded 


When sending for ‘zines 


a\ways consider we 
Cask oF postage -+ 


ree doesn't mean ypo. 
cWouldn 4 gend stamps... 


PROBATIONARY MINESWEEPER #1 
5.5x4.25: 18pgs. $1 

This 'zine brings one back to all those art openings when one has 
stood ini front of a particularly arty piece thinking, "Dude, what the 
fuck?" It's not that one can't appreciate fine art, but sometimes 
one just doesn't know. It flies right over Leslie's head, but it bonks 
Jamie in the noggin. While Leslie mumbles, "Eulgchh;' Jamie says, 
“If you can't beat em, join em" as she points to the yellow crayon 
"Comet Baby" (Hale-Bopp?) and begins to laugh. This is a multi- 
media project. LK/GLUCK (27231 Tortoise Tr. ny Springs, FL 

iS 3 


5ሀከቲልፎ) 5.5x8.5 16905. $i 


Xeroxed. Includes some short writings about being a young un- 
wed mother, some recopied newspaper clippings and pamphlet 
info about hate crimes and HIV and some activist organizations 
addresses, and a bit of info about all cotton tampons. The slap 
dash layout does not help the perfunctory feel of this issue. None 
of the issues raised or stories are focused on with 25. dent to 
make me care. SJS (600 Bomar #23/Houston, TX 77006) 


THE PIRATE TIMES Nov. 15, 1996 5.5x4.25 8pgs. 
Phyte's about to walk the plank for trying to recycle this gem. This 
is à clever little ‘zine about, well, being a pirate. Some of the shit in 
here is so funny it had me laughing out loud. This issue in- 
cludes a treasure map, the pirate rules of conduct, 
sailing news, pirate grammar 
and the first installment of a se- 
rialized adventure. Arrgh, ye be 
needing to get this, says |. OB 
(Captian Terrible Thomas/1890 
W. Hillcrest Dr. Apt # 564/ 
Newbury Park, CA 91320) 


ሀ፻ዘ DING THE PAVE- 
5.5x8.5 22pgs. $1.94 
This is a nice 'zine full of little sto- 
ries about certain moments from 
peoples lives. The writing is simple 
yet absorbing without getting overly 
artsy, like many similar zines tend 
to do. Good, mellow, rainy da 
reading. MARK (Laughing Stocl 
Press/5720 South Crowhaven 
Road/Langley, WA 98260) 


PUNE ROCK FILM 
G 5.5x8.5 20pgs. $2 
An informative guide to films and 
videos that are punk documen- 
taries or feature punk concerns 
as their themes. The reviews 
ately brief and insightful to very 
brief. A unique root beer/hardcore rating system, 
handy cross referenced in- dex and an explanatory. intro- 
duction make this a fun and useful guide to some mass market 
and obscure manifestations of punkness. Hopefully Siue will add 
another volume. SJS (Siue Moffat/Box 543/Station P/Toronto, ON/ 
MSS 2T1/Canada) 


range from moder- 


D 


8.5x11 18pgs. $1 

There's a pretty geeky feel about this 'zine. Interviews with Sink- 
hole, Unmarked Cars, and Sgt. Scagnetti along with some dorky 
columns and reviews. Pretty standard stuff, not bad though. MARK 
(PO Box 561/Broodheadsville, PA 18322) 


PARTIAL TRUTH #16/DTU #5 5.5x8.5 28pgs. $1 

DTU consists mostly of a piece on herbal medicine, and some 
personal writing about life. Concise. The Partial Truth is usually 
mostly a comic 'zine, but this issue doesn't have all that much art, 


and the story line is minimal. Derik also writes a bit about what is 


going on with this issue... It kind of seems 
^ like both Amanda and Derik were 
rushing to get something together. | 
know that they are capable of doin 
better. Not that the work here is bad, 
but it just isn't as good as what | ex- 
pected from them. KM (Amanda 
Spadaccini/7A Old Amherst Road/ 
Belchertown, MA 01007 or Derik 
Badman/1007 Callowhill St./Perkasie, 
PA 18944) 


PAWHOLES #6 8.5x11 60pgs $4 
This is one of those sorts of magazines 
(not really a ‘zine in my mind) that | see 
all the time in the hip book shops while 
waiting for something or someone... | 
might flip through it, but | never seem to 
stop to read anything... yeap, just like 
that. Too be quite honest | would rather 
read Computer Gaming Monthly while 
standing in the bookstore... It is far more 
interesting in my opinion. KM (PO Box 
81202/Pittsburgh, PA 15217) 


RE-DACTION #2 

8.5x11 4pgs. $1 

This is a wild one. It is mostly a local news 
'zine from Birmingham with a gay rights 
and pro-gun stance. While this may seem 
an odd combination at first when you see 
the author's street smarts/persecution 
complex/paranoia in action it seems like a 
perfect fit. Seeing as | have no idea how 
tolerant the general population of Birming- 
ham is, I'll reserve some judgment. How- 
ever there is very little gay positive (in the 
literal sense) stuff in here—instead it reads 
as a survival manual for gays and bisexu- 
als. Besides local news on bands, clubs, 
stores, and promoters, there are ar- 
ticles on vinto indeed tunnel syn- 
drome, NAMBLA (anti), gun safety, 
and calls for boycotts—most nota- 
bly to travel to Thailand (due to that 
nation's tolerance of child sex in- 
dustry workers). OB. (PO Box 
610554/Birmingham, AL 35215) 


RESIST TEMPTATION 
#1 4.25x11.28pgs. $1 
Between the handwriting and 
cruddy copy quality on some of 
the pages, this was not the 
easiest thing in the world to 
read. Looking past that, 
though, | found some interest- 
ing ideas... my advice would 
be to concentrate on expand- 
ing the ideas, and to make 
the handwriting a bit more 
readable at times, please. 
LK (PO Box 1729/Norristown, 
PA 19404-1729) 


THE RIDE #1 5.5x8.5 2965. $1 

A cool idea. All about hitch hiking. Mostly focusing on Canada 
(Vancouver, actually) this time around, but Brian wants to get a 
bunch of contributions from people all over for. future issues. If 
you've got a story to tell or tips to give, send ‘em in... and if you 
want to read about the experiences of Brian and friends, pick up a 
copy of The Ride. LK (Brian Sharpe/1392 Flanders Rd./Brockville, 
ON/K6V 6B4/Canada) 


RADIOZINE #1 8.5x11 36pgs. $3 

This is a college radio publication/'zine done by our own interna- 
tional man of mystery, Steve Snyder. Interviews with The Karl 
Hendricks Trio, Tar and Blunderbuss... that's it. Nothing else, But 
the interviews are damn long so if you like these bands you'll be 
real happy. ! mean really, there are 36 pages here and only three 
interviews... they are long. Oh yeah, our man Dan did the tran- 
scribing for this... kind of a dream team. KM (Peas Kor Records/ 
PO Box 81116/Pittsburgh, PA 15213-0616) 


RAZOR BLADES IN HALLOWEEN CANDY 
5.5x8.5 28pgs. $1 

The Giant Fuzzy Peanut Attacks An Average Japanese City Is- 
sue—This guy is more prolific than HeartattaCk. This issue of 
RBiHC is nearly all short stories most of which were not too inter- 
esting. The author has an addiction to metaphors, so much that it 
detracts from the flow of his prose. Also included are 'zine reviews 
(I believe of the ‘zines he traded with). OB (53 Hudson Ave /Grafton, 
MA 01519/bbsaancho @ aol.com) 


RIGSBY #5 5.5x8.5 68pgs. $3 : 

This fanzine is the work of the just one life collective in Brighton. It 
is very well done hardcore 'zine, and there is nothing wrong, and 
really everything right with that. The interviews are interesting, the 
reviews well written and there is an underlying theme of support- 
ing the English scene and hardcore community in general. The 
interviews are with The Descendants (who once again fail to con- 
vince me that they reformed for any other reason than All's im- 
mense suckage), the Vandals (who dis Agent Orange ànd praise 
the X-files), DOA, Capability Green, and Headsapart. There are 
reviews (gig, record, and 'zine) and recipes too. OB (142 Spring- 
field Road/Brighton/East Sussex BN1 6BZ/UK) à 


, This issue of Station has three ma 


,SUPER 


` SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SCENE REPORT 


RING SAVVY H/KIDDIE KRASH #4 SEARCH FOR SERENITY #2 8.5x11 32pqs. $1 À f 


5.5x8.5 32pgs. $1 
| took this one to review for one reason—the pictures of the 
wrasslers in Ring Savvy. This is not really a split ‘zine, but it's more 
like one of those Batman comics | used to buy when | was 13, the 
kind with the Batman mory up front and the much shorter Hunt- 
ress back up story in the back. Ring Savvy takes up 20 pages, 
Kiddie Krash takes up 12. Ring Savvy reminded me of Woodbox, 
sort of the | hate everything, love sucks, hardcore sucks, | stand 
alone kind of poetic ramblings. Except instead of satanic wood 
carvings you get pictures of Flair and Sting and Mj es matches, 
and similes that compare life's trials with being in the 

ring with Dean Malenko. Kiddie Krash (the final issue) 
is more of the emo prose type of thing, focusing mostly 
on love and love lost. OB (no address) 


SCULPTURE #3 8.5x11 48005. $2 

Wow, what a surprise. This is a great ‘zine from the Neth- 
erlands. The best P about the entire 'zine is the very in- 
depth interview with Norm Arenas of Anti-Matter and Texas 
is the Reason fame. There is tons of other great stuff in 
here. Hell, | read this 'zine about three months ago an 
don't recall feng included, but will attest to its great- 
ness. Interviews with Serpico and stalemate included as 
well. Nice layout, intelligent writing, what more can you ask 
bolt dl (Topaas 1/5231 KUs - Hertogenbosch/The Nether- 
lands; 


STATION FANZINE #3 4695 8.5x11 82999. 

በ pleces. First is a diary of 
the editor, Greg Svitil's, involvement in the "Salva Tu Sierra" 
gathering in San Luis, Colorado. Second is a relaxed and pro- 
ductive conversation with Brooklyn's Indecision. Last is an es- 
say on Amritha Sher-Gil, Anjolie Ela Mendin and Arpita Singh, 
all painters from India. These are thoughtful pieces which dig « 
into their subjects to reveal some interesting facts and opin- 
ions. Other articles include an interview with Singapore's Rage 
Generation label and 'zine and a diary of a road trip through 
the Indian countryside. The record review section covers onl 
releases Greg feels strongly about. This is a focused ‘zine wit! 
a positive attitude in tune with the people and issues covered. 
SJS (2651 Ninth Street/Boulder, CO 80304) 


NINJA 8 BEAUREGARD #1-6 
5,5x8.5 20pgs. $? 
Another pure comic book... at first | really didn't like the art 
much, and the story seemed kind of Beavis and Buttheadish 
to me, but after a bit | found myself reading them. Not bad. 
But don't expect any revelations about life's mysteries... this 
is pure super-hero karate fun... and bad jokes... independently 
done, and respectable. KM (720 B SE 4th Ave./Gainesville, 
FL 32601) 


#1 Spas. 8.5x11 free 
This is just a list of shows mostly... plus some ads and such. 
e re td a useful tool. KM (PO Box 17746/Anaheim, 


SUPER BLACK BLACK THREE 
52 pgs+ a7" 7x7 $4ppd. 

This ‘zine is a visually pleasing mix of short stories, comics 
and various other writings, many which take the form of memo- 
ries of unpleasant events. A car catching fire mid-journey or 
a bad meal in the suburbs to mention two. The comics make 
use of simple black and white contrasts. St. valentine and 
Frank is a funny story full of fast food, fornication and hell. 
Other stuff in SBB3 includes short interviews with comic art- 

ists Tom Hart and Jim Woodring and a wealth of info on lo- 
custs and their swarming habits. A four band compilation 7" is 
included with this issue. Swing Swang Swung contribute a 

hot and nervous instrumental that easily balances chaos and 
precision playing. Our Lady Of The Highway play an acoustic coun- 
trifled ballad. Three Years Down play competent full speed ahead 
rock and Dragon Rojo turn in a respectful, not quite raucous ver- 


Sion of Public Enemy No. 1. SJS (Migraine/PO Box 2337/Berke- : 


ley, CA 94702) 


SCUM FEAST 2/43 8.5x11 26pgs./S2pgs. $2/$2 

A kind of crazy cut-and-paste music ‘zine here. Issue #2 features 
Antiseen and The Mentors and #3 has got the Spent Idols, denda 
Loo, and the O.J, Symptoms. Both issues have got reviews inside 
as well. LK (206 Prospect Ave./Raleigh, NC 27603) 


SCENERY #5 20pgs. 7x8.5 $? 

Mike's art is always nice to look at, and this is no exception. | even 
stole a piece for this issue of HeartattaCk, The writing is all fairly 
interesting and tends to relate stories about life. Well done and à 
pleasure for my eyes. Another 'zine | would recommend in a sea 
of crap. KM (PO Box 14223/Gainesville, FL 32604) 


SEASONAL AFFECTIVE DISORDER 

7x8.5 28pgs. $2 

Alis a good storyteller and a good artist and when be put them 
together you get this very well done comic book. There are four 
stories in here... one for each season. | think | like summer the 
best. LK (Migraine/PO Box 2337/Berkeley, CA 94702) 


SECOND NATURE «5 
8.5x11 72pgs. $2 

A really nice looking, thick ‘zine. No columns or writings, just inter- 
views with Texas is the Reason, Nine Iron Spitfire, the Promise 
Ring, Harvest, and Cycle, and tons of photos and reviews and ads. 
| was able to pick d out of almost all of the interviews to 
make them well worth reading, LK, (PO Box 11543/Kansas City, 
MO 64138) : 


SELF-DEFENSE #1 

5.5x8.5 ronga: $1 

| enjoyed this trip through the life of Marissa and a few contributing 
friends. Most raeng was the correspondence between Marissa 
and Bianca Ortiz all about race issues (people identifying them- 
selves as minorities on applications to receive benefits or scholar- 
ships). The ‘zine is kind of a nice personal-oriented mish-mash of 
things, though ! could have easily done without all of the inter- 
vlews. ዓዉ. | didn't read them all, what | saw of them wasn't too 
Interesting. LK (135 N. Terrace/Wichita, KS 67208) 


This is a pretty typical SxE oriented 'zine. There are some col- 
umns and editorials, reviews of 'zines and music also interviews 
with Damnation A.D., Strongarm (a christian HC band), and those 
bd aoo ሐ] from Earth Crisis. MARK (PO Box 818/Helena, 


SLUG & LETTUCE #47 newspaper 16005. 586 
This issue has the diary highlights of touring with her favorite bands; 
which means there are pictures of Citizen Fish throughout. Aside 
from that there are the regular contents of reviews, columns and 
classifieds. | can't tell when it started, maybe in #46, but there is a 
cool centerfold poster in every S&L as well. Hooray for punk art. 
S&L is a great zine—and, oh yeah, she didn't move to PA. LO 
(PO Box 2067/Peter Stuy. Stn./New York, NY 10009-8914) 
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; SLUG & LETTUCE #48 
newspaper 16pgs. 55¢ 

More of the usual S/ug & Lettuce contents... ads, reviews, col- 
umns, thoughts... a photo collage makes up the centerfold this 
time: around. LK (PO Box 2067/Peter Stuy. Stn./New York, NY 
10009-8914) 


SPANISH CHURCHES 200320 

4x7 28 pages $1 

It seriously took me a few seconds to flip through this one. All the 

writings in this 'zine are lyrics next to the pictures of the corre- 

sponding bands. My favorite pic and lyric is of course by, Timmy 
im-Tim Kinsella. Other pictures are with.Promise Ring, Rainer 

Maria, Texas is the Reason, and others that didn't come out too 

good. SA (no address) 


SOUND VIEWS #44 8.5x11 48pgs. $1 

A magazine dedicated to covering the underground music out of 
NYC. Bands from a variety of musical styles are interviewed or 
written up—Skatalites, Stillsuit, Brutal Truth, Turbo A.C.s to name 
a few. Many pages of thoughtful music reviews cover local music 
as well as a range of national bands and compilations. Letters, a 
column or two and a few live reviews fill out the pages. SUS (96 
Henry St. Ste. 5W/Brooklyn, NY 11201) 


SOUND VIEWS #45 8.5x11 48pgs. $1 

Another issue... the' i keep cranking them out! Interviews with 
Vision Of Disorder, The Insteps, As$troland, and write-ups about 
The Rooks, The Fugs, and UI plus some articles and columns, 
and a bunch of reviews. Sound Views is an okay 'zine, though 
some of it is a bit tiring... as In the write-ups which are more often 
than not like some silly label promo write-ups. But their coverage 
of the New York scene is fairly good, Don maybe they aren't too 
discriminating. Hard to tell what bands they really like, and what 
bands they just cover due to the fact that they are from New York. 
KM (96 Henry St. Ste. 5W/Brooklyn, NY 11201) 


SUBVERSION #3 5.5x8.5 36pgs. $2 

This is the second issue of Mr. Rogers 'zine that | have had the 
oppurtunity to review. This issue is similar to the last in format and 
pe See It features some short pieces on overpopulation, he ee 
of the underground, existentialism, PC terminology, Wal-Mart, and 
AE vis It also features ‘zine, record, and beer reviews. 
OB (PO Box 2881/Pullma, WA 89136-2881/ 
subvert @ wsunix.wsu.edu) 


THE STRAIGHT EDGE NEWSLETTER #19 
8.5x11 8pgs. $1 

There's way too much information here for me to describe. This is 
an information gem. It contains addresses of ‘zines and bands 
from countries from all over the world. If ed even remotely 
interested in branching your scene connections pick this up now! 
MM (Y. Boisleve/BP 7523/35075 Rennes Cedex 3/France) 


SURPRISE ATTACK #8 5.5x8.5 50pgs. $1.25 à 
With X's flying all over the place and basketball jerseys here and 
there... no question about it—it's straight-edge! The scene Back 
East, as l've said before, seems so foreign to me. | don't relate to 
the style, but | can understand and appreciate their values. This 
issue includes interviews with Refuge Fanzine's editor, Japan's 
Switch Stance and... get this... Sepultura! Overall, it's pretty en- 
joyable with interesting views of sXe life (although the reviews sec- 
tion is a little too lengthy) and the articles and policies of the 'zine 
are certainly admirable. Fairly nice layout. DO (SA Mob 
Productions/PO Box 1931/Erie, PA 16507-0931) 


THE SCHWA SOUND #12 4.25x5 48pgs. $1 
Another fun filled issue by that Nate Powell fellow. still 
like his art, though | wish Billy Crash would get himself a 
good Black Flag t-shirt... he can also pen some words, 
which is interesting to not since who else could get away 

with using one of his comic characters as an example for a 
real life situation... there is also a considerable amount of 
writing from one Emily Heiple (who seems to collaborate 
with Nate frequently). | am always glad to find something 
new from these two in the PO Box (speaking of which issue 
#11 came in a few months ago as well. | think #12 is better, 
but get #11 if Em don't have it). KM (7205 Geronimo Cir./N. 
Little Rock, AR 72116) 


SONGS OF THE RANGE 5.5x8.5 36pgs. $1.50 

Three comics compiled by the folks at Migraine. All three have 
a tie to Western wear and lifestyle, all cow-boy and -girl re- 
lated. As usual, Migraine presents the stories well, and in- 
cludes about a million stickers with it. "Comet in the Sky" is a 
nicely-drawn ditty about a man who hopes that our end will 
come with a comet crashing to Earth. "Delilah" is a morbid 
folk tale of a woman's shattered life, due to forced marriage 
and fucked-up family life, with illustrations done by way of a 
sort of etching technique (| forget the official term). "Western 
Sizzlin" is a short, one-liner type strip. Overall, quite nice. 
DO (Migraine/PO Box 2337/Berkeley, CA 94702) 


SMASHING THINGS UP #4 8.5x11 22pgs. $1.50 
This one starts off with a tale of stealing a Cadilliac for a joy 
ride. | don't know if it is true or not (probably not) but it was 
entertaining. Then there are some cartoons, one of which 
was about a golf ball that likes to smoke pot. A diary of a trip 
to Chicago, record reviews and Promise Ring worship round 
this one out. OB (PO Box 492/Hudson, IL 61748) 


SONOMA COUNTY: Thoughts and Feelings in 
Everyday Life 5.5x8.5 20pgs. 96€ 

An interesting concept, this ‘zine is comprised of quotes from 
people (including writers and bands) from Sonoma County 
along with historic photos from the area. These quotes are 
words that have touched Adam's life in one way or another, 
now he'd like to share them with us. Neat idea Adam, ied 
work! MARK (Grade A/PO Box 15306/Santa Rosa, CA 95402) 


SPAGHETTI DINNER AND DANCING #7 
5.5x8.5 28pgs. $1.32 i 

` Not great, but so much better than | expected. Lots of inter- 

views from various corners of the scene. | was really only 
interested with those from TJ Tatterfrock and Eric ATR, since 
| am so 'zine obsessed. A pretty good example of regular 
'zine fare, but with a little work | think it could be a lot more. 
LO (PO Box 2536/Missoula, MT 59806) 


SQUARE SUCKERS #5 5.5x8.5 20pgs. $1 
A very personal 'zine of short stories and poems that are 
full of angst and sadness and occasionally a bright flash of 
happiness that surprises the reader and author equally. The 
writings are mostly memories and their effects. Mostly text with a 
few drawings scattered about and minimal layout. A few pieces 
are hand written in difficult to read printing. An interesting story 
about summer camp counseling is included. SUS (Kim/Rt. 1 Box 
424/Unicol, TN 37692) 


SQUARE SUCKERS #6 5.5x8.5 40pgs. $1 

This is a personal ‘zine that isn't so personal that it was devoid of 
interest... touching on political choices and life style decisions. 
Bur s out and put together with a reasonable amount of care. 
KM (Route 1/Box 424/Unicoi, TN 37692) 


SPLINTER #11 5.5x8.5 1205. $1 

Informative, but small ‘zine from Belgium. It's really outdated by 
this point but has reviews and information on bands and labels. 
Some writing included too. Check it out. MM (Stefan/Kuypenevijver 
8/2431 Laakdal/Belgium) 


SUPERFLY #7 4.25፤11 28pgs. $1 

Aside from the articles on body image, a lot of the stuff (most of it, 
actually) is probably only going to be appreciated if you know Tess, 
the writer. | tried for quite a while actually, and | was unable to 
complete the Rave Word Search, Oh well, There are some lists 
covering an assortment of things (the “ways to make yer ‘zine cool” 
part made me laugh) and the remainder of the space is filled with 
a variety of personal writings. Enjoyable, but | really do think that | 
would have gotten a lot more out of it if I'd known the writer. LK 
(Tess/Vixen Press/Box 53115/Ottawa, ON/K1N 1C5/Canada) 


THE TEABAG #2/#5 5.5x8.5 2/8pgs. 326 

This is a horrible 'zine. Lots of inane moaning and whining about 
hippies and false metal heads. One ming that really kinda bugged 
me was in the review of the movie n issue #5, the use of the 
word “retard,” | realize that it was used in a joking manner, but think 
about it, would you use the word “faggot” or “nigger” in your ‘zine? 
Well, believe it or not, it is the same fucking thing. Both issues of 
this zine are Bt juvenile and shitty and not worth the price of 
postage. MARK (PO Box 5074/Richmond, VA 23220) 


TADPOLE #3 5.5x8.5 36pgs. 40p. 

Another ‘zine out of Brighton, England which focuses on Euro- 
pean and US straight edge hardcore. Interviews with Marker, Los 
Crudos, Avail and pring ill cover information on tours, hometown 
scenes and general band info. The Crudos interview Is the deep- 
est and most interesting. A bunch of perfunctory record and 'zine 
reviews and many hey fill the rest ofthe pages. SJS (PO Box 
2804/Brighton/BN2 2AU/England) 


p———Ó — ER ————— ጊና 


LOR: DAUGHTER III/RENDEZVOUS WIT Various things other than ‘zines that are printed... ues à E 

IOLENCE #7 5.5x8.5 32pgs. $1 ር Political Prisoners 1997 calendar 

This is a split ‘zine from the Boston area. Rendezvous With Vio- The Unheard Music: photos 1991-1997 This came some time back but since HaC took so long to come 
lence includes two negative reviews of it’s last issue. Maybe he This is an all photo book. Pretty well done. Nice glossy paper and out, the review is kind of old. But that aside, this is a calendar that 
will include this review in number 8. RWV is full of boring crybaby nice photos. My only complaint is the amount of white space. One lists political prisoners that are held in the USA. Of course this is 
bullshit about how everyone in the scene needs to.wake up and do 4"x6" photo on every other page just doesn't cut it. It looks like debatable whether they are political prisoners or criminals, depends 
things his way. It's all been said before (and better) by many oth- Chrissy didn't have enough photos and wanted the book to be on your political views. The proceeds go to fight for their freedom. 
ers. Complaining is one thing, but coming off as a better than thou longer... oh well, it is still fun to look at, and very nice. KM (58 to Interesting to read, and useful as well. KM ($12 to NJ ABC-BG/ 
is another. | may have even been on his team on most of the shit Kane Publishing/120 South Broadway/Denver, CO 80209 PO Box 8532/Paterson, NJ 07508-8532) 

he brings up, but | ain't about to be talked down to by his sorry ass. E UA 8 TT nt 

This shit is so full of hypocritical statements | don't know where to ረ 

start. Taylor's Daughter is basically the same thing, different au- 
thor, but at least she slags that megalomaniac at Retrogression. 
Pick up this 'zine if you like (or miss) being lectured to by mom and 
dad. OB (Taylor's Daughter/PO Box 471/Allston, MA 02134) or 
(Justin/80 Gardena St. #2/Brighton, MA 02135) 


TIME TO TRY #2 8.5x11 12pgs. free 

Nard pride in your vocabulary? Two kids from Oxnard, CA, offer le 9 መ 
little more than surface breaking interviews with Eyelid and No > ወ s 
Motiv. This locally focused ‘zine is worth a 5 minute read, but could psy 
benefit from a more focused effort. They're building up small be- 

cause they don't have the cash to go all out; reason enough to 

support them. MM (333 sunset Dr./Oxnard, CA 93035) ያ 


TUBTALK #1 5.5x8.5 20pgs. stamp AR". ,» "m. 
This is what | hate about'zines. Thrown together in what looks like uw) / ክ 
ten minutes. Ugly to look at, poorly copied, why would | want to ent s መፅ 
read this? | don't, and | won't. Maybe this is a joke? | hope so. D › ወይ 
But it didn't make me laugh. There are so many 'zines like this. It | 1 ይ 
gets really old eventually. | mean really. If you have nothing to say ና E 
then don't say it... or at least don't put it on paper and ask people 
to read it. KM (7812 Ramsgate Dr./Knoxville. TN 37919) 


THE TOILET PAPERS #1 5.5x8.5 40pgs. 756 

Teepee delivers satirical comic strips on punk and straight edge 
concepts. Buff uses her drawing skills to relieve the tension from 
so much of the serious skepticism and attitude that our scene 
projects. 2 interviews with Tilt and No Means No. So, if you are 
into comics and a bit of humor, 75 cents won't kill you. SA (PO 
Box 1114/Spring, TX 77391-1114) 


UPC 8.5x11 52pgs. $1 

Another one of those indispensable, scene building, free at the 
local record store 'zines. This one is out of Salt Lake City, and the 
coverage bounces between local news and the touring acts they 
have interviewed. The interviewees are the Vandals, Bouncing 
Souls, Total Chaos, Avail, Tilt, and Let's Go Bowling. The inter- 
views are mostly pretty short and unspectacular, but | did dig get- 
ting the latest gossip on Ronald McMurder from Total Chaos. UPC 
also features columns by SLC punks, reviews, and some photos 
of skaters and scooters. OB (1121 E. Wilmington Ave./Salt Lake 
City, UT 84106) 


URBAN VALUE #2 5.5x8.5 36pgs. 40p. 
A'zine out of Brighton, England focused mainly on the English and f 
European straight edge hardcore scene. Interviews with Stamp- 
ing Ground, Ignite, Refused and Medulla Nocte cover general band 
history and current tour status. Some very brief (1 or 2 sentences) 
record reviews and lots of bands in action photos fill out the other 
pages. A basic yet readable layout and the photos reproduced 
very well. SJS (lan/142 Springfield Road/Brighton/East Sussex/ 
BN1 6BZ/England) 
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e necessary conditions of currents and signal 7 "Our First" 7" $3.50 
999000000000000000000000000000000009000000000000000000000000000000000000000 all prices postpaid 
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"ve been hearing it ever since I picked up nr 
first ‘zine (I think it was—surprisel—an MRR 


that someone passed along to me). The endléss: $ 


carping about a few related points—Band X sold: 
out to the big record label, who are all these ki 
to think that Band X is punk, and what are we going:t 
do about MTV running Band X videos, and all the littl 
snots running around in Band X shirts buying Band 


(and Y and Z, they sold out too!) records. At the mall; ^. 


It has always struck me as funny. I can only 
draw upon my own and some close friends’ experience, 
but none of the punks I know sprang full-blown from 
Ian MacKaye’s brow, knowing all about the punk/ 
hardcore scene. I was a little snot-nosed metal freak in 
high-school, perfectly content in my. universe of Iron 
Maiden and Megadeth albums, until someone hooked 
me up with the soundtrack to “RepoiMe 18: There I got 
the first taste of Suicidal Tenden ‘Circle Jerks, and 


Black Flag. I became (within the [01 ds def my limited .. 
budget) a hardcore freak. I ers "pick up whatever . 
compilations I could find, so ያ: heck out (ከ6: 


widest variety of bands without: havittg 1o blow buck: 


on only one bands’ album. I wotld'tápe copies of 


friends’ albums on my little all-in-one si ፈል player” : 


tape deck stereo, the one that played all the albums at 
about 38 rpm (to this day, I still bave a hard time 
listening to some of the albums I grew up on—they 
always sound too slow!). I was really stoked and had 
finally found “my” music. 

Unfortunately, right: around that same time, 
most of those bands broke up or stopped producing any 
music remotely interesting. Black Flag++dead. DK’s— 
dead. Samhain—dead, Glenn DáfiZig:on his way to 
becoming a punchline. Circle Jerks—lósing their focus. 
The new wave of hardcore wàs coming—the New York/ 
Revelation/SxE stuff that (to me) sounded like the same 
five guys playing the same chord progressions on every 
7”, ranting about how you had to be "straight" and 

“clear” I know that rang a lot of my friends’ chimes, 
but for me it was lacking something, so, 015880 ited, 
I went back to my thrash. 

Until the fateful day that’ a friend i 
said “oh, we’ re playing this show downtown; yousho 
come see us.” They were playing with two bands 

never heard of—Rorschach and Born-Against.: 


so blown away by that show: It single- -handedly. $ 
And T had never. 


reawakened my faith in punk roc 
seen the breadth and depth of “zines and.records abd 
shirts, all DIY, all inexpensive: --I-hàd come ‘armed 
with $20, expecting to maybe score AN album if I liked 
one of the bands. Instead, I walked oüt of there with a 
couple of shirts, a couple ‘of albums, a hand-full of 
*zines, and a sense that there was something I had been 
missing—that these were people just like me who were 
putting on this show, putting out these records, and I 
could go and meet thém-and talk to them, and most 
importantly, if they could do it—I COULD TOO. 
But if it hadn't been for the "Repo Man" 


soundtrack, I might not have been there at all.. I hear . 


all the talk about how bands like Green Day and Rancid 
and NOFX are somehow destroying the scene by 
bringing punk rock into the major- -media spotlight. I 
think this is bullshit. The media has.' ‘discoyered” . 
punk—so what? Does that mean you! have topay more 


fora 7"? No. Does that mean that: you can't write'a: ' 


‘zine? No. Does that mean you can t getirita a show 
for $3? No. Does it mean that no one. has 8 86856. ofr, 
punk as a community anymore? Thes szine: you're 
reading shows that's not the case. Does te unny 
that many people who carp endlessly, ‘about 
ability to change the world aren’t happy. when we nd 
starts looking at punk? I think itis. (I khow; thére 15 


difference in looking at something as a lifestyle or ጄ፡ 
community and instead looking at it as a produet tobe “or wants it. Kids that are just ያየና 


commodified, but bear with me.) 


Greer Day and Rancid and all ihe rest ur: 


have their day, and they will go 
when the spotlight moves off 
to shine on someone else's 
little scene. And the major- 
market lemmings—the ones 
for whom music is just a fad, a 
fashion, and not a way of life— 


J8 


, Because the ‘act Témains, i 


i could afford it, it would be cheaper. DIY: 152825. 
“any format should be accessible: to anyone th atn 


(It’s happening 


às, ipe m wW. 


nt xi sca than የ6800: intheir first expo 
rock, even if that exposure came with a price ig of 
$15.99 at Best Buy. ፡ 
And ten years from now, when t ( am at a 
show, seeing whatever band it is that is currently rocking 
my world, and I look at all the 23-year-olds in the room, 
somehow I don't think I will care whether their 


introduction to punk. was-Minor Threat or Rancid... I'll 
just be glad to see that;they’re still around. 4 
Thanks for the space, HaC. Interested/ 


pissed/confused responses can be sent to Bill Henson/ 
,.3204 Burleigh Ln./Woodbridge, VA 22193. (And: Daisy 
ooks—if you read this, drop me a postcard ይ s 


Dear people at HaC, 
his is a letter regarding everyone's infamous 
subject of discussion... SELLING OUT. In 
Texas it is popular to say, '1 like such and 
such band, but before they sold out, their 
early stuff" Most of the time, it's a band 
like NOFX or Rancid. Let's look at this statement. 
Did these bands change their sound?, No. Did these 
bands change their style: of. clothing?. No: Did their 
pricing change? No: Can you not get their. Stuff at the 
mall anymore? Nox: Isit in, ;yogüe to say you hate a 
band just because of media atiention? People like to 


act like they think different. ers reeyaluate what sold 
out means. Dich ine i a 2 Y^but their. 
intentions say, oth This. isnot a r ditéctattack- on. 
,;, any particular: label’ ‘or bat የ / enough-of 


“taken seriously-on thet 
breakthrough act and rode- .out ‘into the corporate - 
sunrise.: Regardless of what they may say, tapes Tor. 
$10 ppd. when the cost to you is $1 in;thequantity that 
you buy, is extremely expensive. After postage that is 
800% profit. $15 ppd. is too expensive for a CD. that. 
costs you $2 maximum. In my eyes, 1 never saw any of 
these labels as DIY labels because there 15 no reason to 
charge that much. IT'S JUST RIPPING PEOPLE OFF. 

It also is exploiting something that:I hold' very dear to 
me. This hardcore scene should; Be accessible; to ` 
everyone. We should weed out, these “people that use 
the scene as a stepping stone. fof tie ያዎ world. , 
Anyone who disagrees with me, that's fine, butthe 64. 
፲613186... YOU HAVE ALWAY. E SLE TO. 
GET EPITAPH RELEASES IN; MALL.. The". 


_ Same applies to Ree "Victóry:& Taang! I am jost” » 
, trying to show, that regardless of what people say about - 


these labels, their prices have: always | been too high; 

‘and this selling out stuff is not. ‘something that just... 

. popped up. It should be obyious that their, 16815 were!’ 

‘set by their prices. Irün à label, ánd. I don’ ‘tmake’ any. 

, money for myself, it rediverts funds. | releases to: my 

/ keep stuff in print; and. get. new stuff out. NM pr ይር 
in. the | > SA outside: 


seven: inches are $3° 


De 


‘should have to just accept the 

. just ripping them off. There are ከኤ 
the ethic after many years on t scene; nit it seems as 
though many of us have forgotten: ‘what lit t the fuse in 
the beginning. It all depends on what a labels intentions 
are in the first place, or what a bands intentions are in 
the first place. I am not really criticizing these. I just 
wish that people would see them for what they are. Any 
responses are welcome. 


inn 


—Lakis/PO Box 161/Troup, TX 75789 
፻5. The Hilt * Joey Ellis 7” is available for $3 ppd. 


AY nr 5.. old PO is changed for Hasty 
Only. 
la 


dw = 
ill-he e; And Out of the millions of kids 
Gokie or: Smash or . pur The 


n May of 1983, my friend Aaron's father took a 

group of my friends to see the first show on the 

opening day of Return of the Jedi. Tm not 

certain, but I think we may have even cut school 

for the occasion. We got through the lines, which 
wrapped around the multiplex, and into the crowded 
theater, which was filled with fellow die-hard fans. I 
recall that each development prompted a loud and lively 
reaction from the audience. Personally, I'd read the 
pre-release novelization of the film, so I missed many 
of the surprises; still, seeing Return of the Jedi on 
opening day was one of the most memorable 
experiences in my eight-year-old life. Until recently, I 
even kept the ticket-stub.in an envelope with the date 
written on it inside my dresser. 

Strangely enough, the recent re-release of 
the Star Wars trilogy hasn't excited me nearly as much 
as I would have expected. Not only did I miss opening 
day of the three films, I haven't even seen any of them 
yet. Admittedly, I am ‘curious about the revamped 
movies, but I haven't seemed to find the time to make 
itto a movie theater. What I have been trying to Bie 
out is just why my enthusiasm is lacking. 

I would say that as a kid my obsession with 
Star Wars related subjects was as great as anyone’s. I, 
like many, had an extensive collection of action figures 
and other toys that were my prized possessions. 1 read 
comics and books — I even suffered through the entire 
“Lando Calrissian series." When I played with my 
friends or wrote stories in school, most of my creative 
efforts were in some way based on (read: ripped off 
from) Star Wars characters and themes. It’s not as if 
any of this was abnormal; it seemed like all the boys in 
my generation (and, even though the trend was 
marketed toward males, nae of the girls as well) were 


equally obsessed... j 

Inthe: OW, Star Wars is suddenly a 
“Generation X^" . We see the stereotypical 
twenty-someth &in line waiting to view the 


iéws. Pepsico commercials 
“eating at Taco Bell and 
accumulating limit on collectors' items. Just like 
fifteen years ago, this-Graze is being marketed toward 
my generation, except we are all fifteen years older. 
Unlike before, however, I can see just how intertwined 
everything is with corporate America, and T m reminded 
of just how much I once had in common with the rest 
of the people in my age group and how little like them 
I am now. 

Whenever I see a magazine with a cover- 
story entitled, “Generation X: Who Are They?” 
whenever I turn on MTY, or even when I step onto my 
college campus, I'm bombarded with the image of a 
doe! mid-twenties slacker wearing a chain-wallet and 

ashi ng Pumpkins shirt. I can't deny that I have a 
in common with that stereotype, but I try to 
5: myself as much as possible. “Generation 
ore-than a marketing invention, and 1 don't 


patil strong desire to associate myself 
ed identity. 


The question I now find myself asking is, 
i “Whatdid: 1 ever have in common with these people?" 
Actually, ‘Thad‘a’great deal in common with them at 
sv inse. When I was in grade school, Star Wars was 
a great thing for everybody because it exhibited the 
iry- -tale ideas on which kids are raised. Whether we 
eit or not, the entire trilogy and all of its off-shoots 
Sao very conservative and traditional values. The 
lainous leaders of an evil empire dress in black and 
በበይ from their dark artificial and mechanized planet. 
The fair-haired hero functions as an Arthur to his . 
'";Merlinesque mentor., The damsel in distress wears 
virginal white and, while not entirely helpless, she still 
requires saving and i is the only significant woman in 
the story. It's the kind of story kids like because they've 
heard it a thousand times before in various forms and it 
spreads the message that the world makes sense and 
there are powers at work (be they religion, magic, or 
. the Force) that ensure that good will always usd 
over evil. 


re-released mor ነ 


America's death squads>t 


but a living corpse, curled up on its dirt floor. As fo 


The vision of the world presented by Star 
Warsisa satisfying one, and we all like to be reassured 
that things fall into place so perfectly. At this point in 
my life, however, the only value Star Wars has for me 
is as nostalgia. I realize that the values of fairy-tales 


are not applicable in the real world. There is no clear- 


cut dichotomy of good versus evil or us versus them, 
although some might like us to believe that there is. 
Such clear notions of good and bad start wars and 
alienate us from those not like ourselves. Also, when 
we believe that cosmic forces will always assure that 
right triumphs over wrong, we no longer feel the need 
to fight for what we believe. The same people who 
marketed Star Wars to me as a child, trying to instill in 
me their morals, are the people who are again marketing 
Star Wars to me as a young adult, adjusting their ploys 


according to the changes experienced by my age group. ` M 014: 
Before, I bought into it wholeheartedly, büt now I only Es 
-dt holes into their heads. and fill them with empty 
i JMe&'of-our prosperous system in hopes that they will 


realize how little I have in common or even want to 
have in common with my generation. 


Ben Scholle / 117 E. Cedar Ave. / St. Louis, - 


MO / 63119- 3044 


everyone can tap their feet to, telling us of our victorious 
war in which millions have been suc 
slaughtered, in which the border, have b 
few more yards to our dd 
nonetheless. The 
marginalization arid; 
nationalism. When w. 
battlefield that the cc 
bodies remain haph 
impaled on posts others: 
within, tHéir;skulls? Whi 
B 


jt our children of our drame to iai 
MAR tic nightmare; we wil have them fe 
XtBooks! ህን page four-htindred and thirty two a aeh 
Of 0 i great conflicts with the evil empires; pe 

ሮ must teach. our children. Educate} à 
ቁ Them. File them into divisions of society and 


becomé productive members of this sick and 
meaningless capitalist dynasty. In hopes that they will 
crank the wheels that drive us further into the ground. 
In hopes we will fall Jike the Romans. Like the 


', Egyptians. Like Nazi Germany, like all the rest before 


FUEL FOR DEFIANCE. 
y disdain for humanity is perpetuated 


each moment of my life, watching the ~ 


destruction carry on unceasingly day- 
to-day by mindless fools, always 
shouting and throwing my fist into the 


air—always muffled out by the hum of the factories: 
and quaint drone of human behavior. We are the culprits 


of the largest crime known to history and we remain 
unpunished all the while. We are humans, stupid and 
ignorant. How long must this turbulent insanity 
continue? How long until you unravel the threads that 
keep your eyes shut? We are men and women— 
obsessed with property and crazed by currency—soon 
to be digested through the intestines of capitalism. And 
now, it is the industrialists that manifest the youth with 
dreams of prosperity and supreme domination, carrying 
over into tomorrow, seeping through the cracks, staining 


the horizon with their blood. And I watch as the sun : 


sets below the mountains, “of: the, west, awaiting the: 
rophecized star of ሀ! not ነ 
in time. Yesterday, thé i à 
was put to rest as a fiat 
onlookers weeped on 
attention had been divé 


e oftour fabled patrio! 


and forced the grip of intpert: 
the mouth of a famine ridden child, rotting into nothin 
the looming vapor that hangs in the sky and rots our. 


lungs, that is a sign of our industrial progress. The fish 
floating dead in our streams choked by the byproducts 


of the blue-collar assembly lines are a result of [ከ6". ^ 
American dream. Pave the forests. Chase the animals. . . 
It doesn't matter, our... 
automobiles will get us where we need to go. Parking 


Get a dollar for the effort. 


lots and highways and bridges and tunnels haye replaced `; 
the wild, untamed vastness of untainted) foresis;- ‘And | 
the sneering white men in Texas have Monona! 

inescapable web of dollar si መ" int 
tightly woven, insuring no po a 
his nose to the scent of money. MY Sin i 
future have been strangled and ‘rai A 


fi 


by the swarming ignorance of our braifiyashec dsses. : 


And as the failed countercultures afyesterday ay ^l 
in the gutters, drunken and eradicated, py, pnl 
narcotics—the countercultures of. today: wor! k hard; 
fight off the manufactured package that thec 'ofátiorts 
have sold back to them—a stifled version of የ 
that once meant something and could’ hive, 


1 
changed something but now it has been bouglitand's ani 5 t 


as just another trend by U the kids at the mall; Neu 
will ever change. Nothing except the የህብ of 
funeral drum, droning into a constant remindé 1 


everything that we have lost and can never recover. The 


state's military serves as a safety-net, keeping artifici 

peace intact with its bombs and munitions, loading up" 
against the enemy and heightening the tensions of 
government. Charging the battlefield with their rifles 
are the faceless young men who will eventually serve 
as fodder for another battle to be fought for in the name 
of peace. And it is the newspapers who sing a song 


; ፳ 1e have to cough up the vermin of government, ?: 
é 


. devastat may: cease; "B 
denen am Ih où , graves 


waiting for a new day. 


the-televised funeral, ` 
d into the third world ` 
alism onto the farming + 
peasants working the fields, snatching the bread out of : 


yor STOW.” Cardinal 


d 50፡1 inve aed highly recommend anyone’ ‘with 


4, 
pss dook: prin SURE ‘inva retording machine of sonié Soft, 
sce ee 


Vcn 


ር የ this $440 investment would 
"aie td g ናፍ “my diary" Some people»: 


us. I can only hope for Something better. I can only ; 


' shape to someday breath the breathe of freedom and to 


‘nat have to spit out the filth of industry from my body, ed 


€an only hope to see this great civilization fall a 

at into dust I hope to see the human race dead a 
animals left alone. I hope to see justice really.’ 
not in the courts, but in the streets, with every man and ; 
woman alive put to death with a bullet in their head in ን 
exchange for the crimes they have committed. The 
crimes of a species centered around hysteric arrogance 
and mad lunacy. The human race has devastated 
everything in this world and left the smoldering pieces 
for the next generations to clean-up. Humanity is the 
culprit. The criminal. And the murderer. Mankind is 


Ee : 


` on a race to the end—polluting, torturing, exploiting, 


and destroying everything in the name of the dollar bill. 
And finally Someday, humanity might release its awful 
grip from this, ‘planet. Finally $ Someday, the raping and 
Ut, Hot until you and I are 
bs, i ng the Earth rather 


DEN 


ል ነ times; decns ከ16 it makes you love too fast 
"ama proud owner of a Fostex X-18 Multi-tracker ^ 
-unit, a4-track recording device that has allowed 
mei to. produce over a hundred of my own musical 
| pieces and in the process, has granted me much 
= Satisfaction and creative opportunities. I bought 
this thing brand new about 2 1/2 years ago for $339.95, . 
; as well as ari 880.(6ኮ6 deck and a $20 pair of those 
"ዩሃ Son ‘headphones that are extra padded (and extra 

Te 15018ር.ከ1ሰር is capable of holding a total 
his A a time, With a little help from the. 


ore" bouncing." Every band I've. been . 


and. Whe ms Varea é output that I've achieved is 


sensitive v tpar We, ‘ahd innovative ear for music, 


Bd. dollar reel-to-téeF:16- 
፡ 5 ese canto pe ge ittle 4- track ማፍ የ! 


Mi SUMUS 


keep. some sort of a-diat hint 


rikets to remind them of important dates 
and times; hi eople work with visuals to ር፲68(6.. ' 
paintings; Missile collages, scrapbooks, photography 
and sculptures to hold their memories, some create 
music... and most likely, you yourself have found what 
holds those special times in | your heart. We must 


478 cw rd: then "bounce" (i.e. record) ` 
track : ddl diving you to re-use tracks... | s! 


in has Roig 80 ething í on my 4-track; P'yè done: s» 5 
many: mui ical, calla aiid with various musicians; ስ 


4 
0 


embrace what holds the best of times for each and every 
one of us, for it is this = where many of ves 
d : 


all over the world are sending ፲ me e their brochures. -All 
_ of a sudden... the school years are beginning to blur 
into thinning strands of memory that just bárely 


.. All of a sudden I don't see much of my 
*, parents anymore... because there's just no time to chat 
; with mom and dad when you're out with your friends, 


2 practicing with your band, rigorously typing away for 


your new ‘zine alone in your room, listening to all your 
favorite records, going to shows; or when you're coming 
home to a dead quiet, dim-lit home after those long, 
fun-filled nights out with friends, the house all locked 
up because your folks never stay up past one o'clock in 
the morning... nobody waiting for you to come home 
and welcome you inside. 

' We've begun to yield into the “freeway 
zone" of life}: ‘Where every aspect of living is a 100 mile 
per-hour | race into the next (ironically, in our 
day and ageswlere technology is supposed to bring us 

aitdgrant us with less work to do!). For 

‘becoming involved with hardcore have 
[ten to know more than quadrupled; 
; tastes for music widened with the 


. sounds ol every: ‘new record I add to my ears; since 
* becoming serious with playing in a band has my days 


:- been filled with visiting new places closer to home and 
| farther than Rome! Yes, this indeed is the "freeway 
zone,” and as fast as it may seem that we travel, it is 
vital to remember, what foundates us under all these 
new additions to out lives, for that is the key to encoding 
all our destined experiences into accessible memory. 
"What links you to your past is what links you to your 
future. If.it;esoy audio (music and other sounds) that 
most of y ories are encoded.and reminisced 
upon, ther 4üdio perception may be your strong point 
and therefore it.may be best to pursue activities in this 
particular area, far 4፻5 by visuals, smells, tastes, or 
touches (or some Strange concoction of senses for those 
who are highly diverse) that your memories are easily 


, 80 much less stress, so much less to 
te. about Sahag so much more fun and play 
volved in your jób'and a hell of a lot more to aspire to 
1 life! $ 'are.you waiting for?! Write a song, 
ፐፎ bake‘a:cake, scream and shout, play a 
'ከ t üp'and dance!!! 
ነሃ ሮ፲ 15 there, the answer is there; 
not 4 fixed, position... And if I stop to 


«but "there 


“catch 1 my breath, I might just catch a piece of death. I 
can't keép your pace ; ቭ I want to finish this race. My 
fight's not with you; it's with gravity.” —Fugazi 

Steve ee Cypress Ave./Methuen, 
MA 01844 


"ss 


sk Evén thou though this ‘zine {Flock Of Sheep} 
vis a little old I am still sending it to you. 
ip m hoping to put another F.O.S. out 
* sometime soon. This HeartattaCk tends 
"10 appal me with all this talk about politics 
Y: dad says he remembers when they used 
yand not all lesbians and gay). I can't even 
qut; yo u are Democraps or Republikans? Ilike 
that ‘gpyiéw* wholesome Christian bands like 
Disdiplewho: are spreading the Lord's word (as you 
yf be). 1 tell Boys Of The Cloth to send you a tape 
at, they say you are communist and bad because you 
against making money (how absurd. How do you 
pay f or: your McDonalds and live). I don’t like to work 
'eithet;but my dad says business 
arid’ capitalism are what makes 
“the world work as well as it 


does. 

Well thanks for the 
review and may the Lord bless 
you. — Edward Butterfield 
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